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Architecture:

How people

live and work

By Corinne Abatt
slaff writer

The same archliect who designed
the jaunty, upbeat Applegate Square
of Southfleld and the smart, posh
Boardwalk shopping arca in.Farm-
ington Hills I responsible for the
design of The Holocaust Memorial
Center of West Bloomfield.

Leonard Siegal, principal of Sle-
gal/Tuomaala Associntes of Farm-
Ington Hills, explains this diverse
spread of skiils o1 he philosophlzes
abot bls profession. The people who
will occupy the bullding or use the
space should be the prime conslder-
atlon. .

“IF WE can learn to ohserve how
people react, how people respond
and then begln to design architee-
ture approplate ( to that), then we
can be appropiately Innovative.”

He sald he s fasclnated by dolng
housing, not so much private resl-
dences as complexes of one sort of
another.

*It isn't the same challenge as
providing affordable houslng {on a
large scale)”

He's truly a people-otiented ar-
chitect, who on his own, after com-
pleting hls architoctual studles and
internshlp, began a life-long pro-
gram of study in liberal arts,

N

ONCE HE decided that it was re-
ally quite presumptlous to design
for pecple when he didn't really
have a strong background in sociolo-
gy, economlcs, psychology, and phi-
losophy, he gave up fieton and be-
gan to read tn these flelds,

Now with many successful proj-
ccts, apartment complexes, condo-
miniums, senlor housing and busl-
ness complexes to hls credit, be
knows the extra-curricular reading
meant a lot.

There are many aspects of The
Holocaust Center which he finds sat-
Isfying.

Although the interfor won't be
completed and ready for visltors un-
tll eatly fall, the exterior Is cssen-
tially finished.

He's truly a people-
oriented architect,
who, on his own, after
completing his
architectual studles
and Internchip, began
a life-long program of
study in liberal arts,

‘The low curved bullding flts snug-
ly in front of the Jewish Community
Center of West Bloomfleld. Since it
12 constructed of brick which match-
s that of the main complex and [s
situnted on the west afde of the maln

entrance, |t rather
than Intecferes with the orlginal
structure.

“THE HOLOCAUST survlvers In
the Detroit area wanted to build a

* center {0 preservo the message,” he

zald, explaining that the inftial idea
was to locate It by itself,

“That seemed a bit remote. With
the collective wisdom, we
thought,'Why not build it as a part of
the Jewlsh Community Center (of
West Bloomfleld)?.™

When that idea was approved,

there were other considerations to

be dealt with. -

“The committee wanted it to be In
front of the (Jewish Community
Center) bullding, but we had to be
sure the tail dldn't wag the dog. And
we wanted a strong tdentiflcation
for the Holocaust Memorial Cen-
ter.” !

HE PAUSED for'a moment and
then added, *I think we've belped to
find the (Jewlsh Community Center)
entrance better,”

He described [t as a “simple bulld-
Ing that bas a sculptucal quality —
1t appears to be & natural extension
of the Jewish Community Center.”

He continued; “The important ele-
ment s the message. What we were
dolng is the container. It's an excit-
ing plece of architecture, but it

Leonard Siogal d tho }

ofticlally Iater this yasy, as & sin

shouldn't complete with the

message. . . It ta simply done with

simple materials,” be sald explain.

Ing that It should be consistent in ap-

Elc!nrunce with that blegk perfod of
tory, -

HIS FEELING about the bullding
and the message It should convey
are reflécted in the double front
door at the eatrance designed by De-

trolt sculptor Morris Brose

Instead of the omnate, flowery
style doors of great religious edli-
Ices, Brose created a slmple angular
design which suggests barricades,
As such the doors become a monu-
ment to those who perished and a
statement of the value of frecdem.

Muscumn designer, James Garden-

display work. Included will be an
audio-visual center and a llbrary.
OR i3 underground
and connects to the Jewish Commu-
ity Center which Sicgal sald makes
1t more tﬂ[‘dt{lt to run than If it
wes a completely separate bullding.
Visitors will walk through a long,
wide corridor :'with' displays all

along one side to a elrcular centec .

iod that tho archl

0 not the

area, one alde of which will be a re-
creation of the entrance of the War-
saw Ghetto. The MNbrary, medla
-Tooms, offlces. meeting and display
arcas are all readlly accessible
from here, .

Slegal sald of the Holocaust Me-
mottal Center, *It is the enly one of
lts kind, bullt and dodicated to this
purpose.” : .

er of London, Is doing the interior

Loonard SlegaPs love of ofroat
scenos is apparont In his West
Bloomlliold ahopping aroa, tho
Boardwalk. Ho. did thls one
without ' the traditionsl lzrga,
anchor storo and tound immoe-
diate public acceptance. !

" Staff photos by Mindy
Saunders

the on-golng lund-nl.unf; drive will there be a Marshall

“Meet me under Freedom II” could become as familiar a
phrase in Blrmingham as "Mect me under the clock® used
{0 be in New York City,

But, there's a big “I£.” Only If tho community responds to

it,” In Shain Park.

Fredericks' 27-foot bronze, “Freedom of the Human Spir-
So far, only about $30,000 of the needed $150,000 has
been ralsed,

A major fund-raiser for the project will bo held Satur-
day, May 12, at Norman's Eton Street Station of Birming.

This plciiro of Karshal Eredericka’ “Frsaiom of
1ho Ruman Gpinit™ 37-foot bionze sculpture is su-
parimpased ovsr 8 PMWMM Bhalny Park to

‘Freedom II’ needs help from lot

By Corinne Abait
staff writor

ham. Thero are no individual lnﬁuumu, the entlre com-
munly is lnvited to thls §25 per person champagns benedlt,
Those attendlng will preview the $1.5 milllon

6nn local’ commuaity which coadacted a fund-ratslng
campalgn for a Fredericks' sculpture s Sterling Helghts,
: 6

of the hubl:rﬂc Grand Trunk station, now a 246-aeat reatau.
raot . L

Restaurant owners, Norman Le Poge and Anthony
Brown and Eric Lutz, Investment/developers, are donating
proceeds from the opening to the sculptare fand.

nbhthclecondnmehederichmnmnd,wg{ve
one of his major works to the eity for the cost of materials,
transportation and (nstallation. The first was the Swan Me-
morial Fountaln tn 1960 which never materialized due to
Jack of interest. ‘ :

FREDERICRS, an Internationally recognized sulptor
‘whose workas are In many major cities of Europe as well 25
the United States, has ived in Blrmingham since 1931, And
‘whﬂeovu-tbsyeanbchnmnlnuhmdmdlnlul!orwq
-quwYmutyunﬂnWOuhhelndhh'ﬂn.
Rosalind,

The scalpturo’ orill be “Freedom of the
Humen Spirit IL” ‘The first iy (n Flushing Msadow, N, Y.
Pa'mbdmmnbtglned'tmmNchorkwm!thuc-

The 18-section plaster mode? I still {n nmge.hvden-

lctjnldﬂndmclhmmdalremthhoﬂslmmmb

{en bronze Is poured into the 2and molds, N
*“The molds are mads {n ssctions lke a Jig saw puxzie

 Tto 18 soctions will bo seat to New York Cily to & foun-

. dr;‘oq'(;llfpbduhwahnowmo!m

" uotilitls

’

- Jook 4
"+ bronze. Tha baze iy around
. ting holghth,” basald,

take at Jeast'a yoar from the timia it ts adl
o 1n the e 7ped

nlce
!‘lllloeundl:nnpm Just

gTay granlte for the

THE PAVING

a ] -chater ‘of the park was done in ™
! tion for the installatios of ibe Swan Fountaln and .
o ‘m‘tmﬂytﬂmfw,mﬂ.!;.,m,_, e
“. - - “Thay chould start fromscratch and do the thing right* - ;.

AR,

* ald "thmteéanbeiired® .-
He visanlizes it xa & circular paved ares with benches .
groenih:

and match itk the”
\ .

*They raised money for the blg bears in
front of {he Clvle Center,” be sald. All the achiool chlldren
and parents were involved — and they love it. It gives the
communily an {dentity.”

“Two other communities have asked Fredericks for
“Freedom 117 and ho has declined, -
“I wouldn't give It to them — unlesy, of course, Blrmitng-
doesn’t want §t.”

Fredericks sald he hopes more businésses will bocome
involved with elther monetary donations or in-kind sere

ces. . .
Hemu_llt;:mtmwlnxmd com]

cartage les played a
the Instaliation of the u-lmrn'gl;lﬂt of Do

major part

troit” in front of tha Clty County Bullding in Detrolt and the

§3-foot cruclfix at Indlan River, Signs on the sides of the
. trucks told what they were haullng and built goodwlll alt

along tho highw: - - . :

benefit chairman, sald ibs commitice

dido't s¢nd cut fnvitations because the whela ..
cominunity iy lovited to-atteod "and we didn't vrant to -

lewve

Comimualty “House, ‘150 8. Batos, Gales Office Supply,
- Woodward at Lincola, and the Chamber of Commercs, 169
West Merrill In space shared with Detvolt Edison. _

anyane out.’ . e
Tickets for Lhe 18 benefit are avallabls at Birming. -
ham ) H o 1516.8. G the

of friends -




