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Cruise shap takes travelers to fabled worid

By Willlam S8chemmal
spoclal writar

FHEN 1 WAS a achoolboy,
bounding with buccaneers
o'er the storybook seas of

Robert Louls Stevensen, I
of course, had no foreknowledge that
some years later — on onc of those
turning-point birthdays — I would be
hufflog up a steaming jungle trall in
Western Samoa to the mountaintop
where the immortal, alorytel.lcr lays at
rest.

13 movlng ‘Requlem,” carved on a
slmple tomb, reads:
nder the wide and starry sky,
Dig the grave and let e le
Glad did I live and gladly die
And Ilaid me doton with a will

This {s the verse you grave for me;
Here he lies where he longed to be;
Heme is the sailor, home from

the sea,
And the hunter home from the hill.”"

At the basc of Mount Vaea spreads
v:lumn the spacious bungalow where

tevenson spent five years.
“Absolute balm for the weary,” he pro-
‘cuincd the lush voleanic Samoan Is-
an:

With Treasure Island, Dr. Jekyll and
Mr. Hyde and other classics behind
him, he wrote finish to his career with
such works as The Beach of Falesa, A
Footnote to Hlstory and The Ebb Tide.

When bo Wed at Valltng tn 1804, ¢l a
braln hemorrhage while blendlng may-
onnaise in his kitchen, grief-siriken
Samoans earried thelr beloved Tusitaln
(Teller of Tales) In solemn processlon
up the Road of Loving Hearts to the
gravesite.

From this peacefn! aerie spreads not
only a wide and starry sky, but a vast
and majestie Pacitle, At rest now, the

hi

corner,
. ers [n the blinding early morn-
ing sun of Polynesia.

EHIND US lay fabled lands:,

Tahlti, Moorea, Bora Bora,

Pago Pago. Stll ahcad on thls

two-weck voyage are Fijl,

New Caledonln, New Hebrides and, i
nally Austrailn,

Between ports o’ call, the Star is wel-
come retreat, & cushy place to unwind,
be shamelessly indulged and smugly
ponder unfortonate friends laboring in
stulfy offlces thousands of miles away.

True to its reputation as one of the
world's premier crulse lines, Royal
Viking’s food, service,
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wild across the la.nd.!cnpe.

When the' crulse Is over and done,
small vignettes slog In our minda like
Polynestan drumbeats. On Western
Sarmoa, a dog barks and a spiendid old
lady daoces. Aggle Grey Is the South
Pndﬂc‘n Uving legend. The .{fates ‘
brought her to the lalands in 1919,
where she opeced a small bar in Aph
anbor

e bar cventually evolved Info Aa—
gle Grey‘n Hotel, a beacon for World
War I sallors, wrlu:n adventurers,
the weary and homeaick’ Legend has it
she was the inspiration for the salty
Bloody - Mary In James M!t:hener’u
'Tulu of the South Pacific.”

<Today, at 88, she's as zesty and foll
of devilment as ber flctional other-sell.
“Im still looking,” she winks mis-
chieveusly at a handsome young man
whu cauld be ber grandson. “I hope you

On this day, while the Star's pmcn-
18 demolish an alfresco Polyneatan
!uut, she puts on a bravura perform-
ance. Moving among the nimble young
Samoan dancers, she sways languidly
to the drumbeats, undulates her hips,
her feet, kor hands with a glel's fluld

grace.
Her oyes uPa.rho with a ticked

* and entertainment is flcst-cluss in all
o
'or many a passenger, days at m
begin with a jog or o briak walk arot
the decks Just after dawn, fol!wwad by
coffee, fresh fruit and Danishes. Next
comes full breakfast in the dining
room, then mid-moming boulllon, a
splash In the salt water pool, wly-blrd
cocktails, hamburgers and a
gling & fresco buffet.
The heavy afternoon schedule ull.!

charm, other days, other
dam“euwdgmmxy and her
small brown dog yips and prances be-
neath her feet. .

AGO.PAGO {pronounced “Pan-
P g0 Pango”) belongs with Tim- -

mu very name rings the ndventure -

in us all Early In
1 Maugham

the cen

L

took a ship m .
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the world rate it a tossup between
Moorca and Bora Bora, sisters with Ta-
hitl in the: Fresch Soclety family.
Choosing between them Es lke select-
ing among finc champagnes. lu purely
amatter of taste.

CROSS THE harbor from Tahiti's

busy capital clty of Papeete,

Moorea beckons, the South

Seas of your da; her

sheer green modnwn; framed between
a perfect sky and a perfect sea. Take o

‘seven minate flight over, or savor.it

slowly, on a acenic ferry ride.

Spend a couple of unbelieveable days
blklng !rom lagoon to lagoon. Skin dive
amo!
quoise, violet and lapls lazull. Cltmb up
Into the mountains, viait the villages,
walch the sunset turn the sea to flame,
and rest assured that dise does not
exist solely In picture booka.

No less an authority thnn James
Mitchener himself has proncunced
Bora Bora the world's c!umplun Island.
All arguments vaporize as this maszs of
green and gray voleanic humps, ringed

- by lagoons and motus (iloy Islets)

looms nto the dawnlng light.
Adoned by its pearly necklace of .
pristing beaches, th water-

falls and coral reefs, the island, adout

tha coral reefs, in waters of tur- °

17 mllu around, scems lo whisper so-
ductively In your ear: “Stay awhlle
with me, stay nwhlle and enjoy my
pleasures.”

1 you're tempted to fump ship and
obey ‘hat very cormand, several cozry
hotels and some very graclous people
are awalting to attend you,

And [n case you think it's lmpo&dhle
to leave the “mu " ‘world behind and
flnd a new life on a South Seas istand,
talk with the Vietnam vet who operates

* the souvenir shop on the-Bora Bora

‘dock. Ho's boen bere 10 years, has a
lovely Polynesian wife, and couldn’t be
pald enough to return statesida. -
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the Fljl Islands.

poso on the sands.and play on thelr
yachl

Ah, but there's a storm brewing in
this Franco/Pacific playground. taking
a cue from thelr brothers and sisters on
the nearby New Hebrides, who recently
went lndepcndmt a1 Vtumt\l. indi-
genoua N

The Jagged mountalns of Bora Bora, French Plyneals
provide the backdrop for th 28,000-ton Rayal Viking
8tar, Tho writer traveled abord the Star
the South Pacific and to Australla. Among the porta’
of call: Bora Bora and nearby Tah!ti, which are onlc

* of the

plnpoinu of l.lahL ‘The soaring lkylk
Harbour Bri g lndchm:hztli:
Operl ouse proclatm
Viking Star’s. a:lxywﬂyﬂmymd»\n
tralia and the end of the voyage.
For thooe”

{anbelrcwnseatnt!.heUN

UT THE FRENCH, jealously
x\uud.lng a Inmllve nlckel-

ustry & cushy
ulstyle, are thus far hu]dlng_

flrm, partly through a sneaky tactic of
inducing more Frenchmen to immi.

‘grntcwlhem.ndsudthmdﬂuulhe .

fervor.

bands-down - the
stop on this 14-day odyzsey from Tahltl
to Australlz. Proudly wearing ity Jabel,
“The Paris of the Pacific,” the affluent
port clty of 50,000 weaves a Gallie jole
de vivre Into a lald-back Melaneslan
manana.

* European women in the latest Parly

styles, ample native women {n colorful |

Mother Hubbards, move along avenues
named for heroes of the Republic, dart-
ing in and out of patisseries, boulanger-
lu Freach cafes and boutigues, and

markets. On the beaches,

lllnky Parisleancs In topless bikinla *

Early on a Mondsy morning it all
comes to.a bittersweet finale. Out of
the cbony pre-dawn gleam a million

Sydody: lodge ourselves In the splend

new Regent Hotel, enjoy a night at ¢l
Opera, languld days on the beach
thmhead!nﬂhehb!ed()nwac& w1
Town Liks Alice,' Rock, dingod
wallabl lel.'mos 1be aborginals, and §
mum.mtm:,umqny,um

er story,

For lnlnrmnuoa contact: Ruyul.
Ing Line, One Embarcadero Cen
g;sai‘mnd.wo CA mu ((15) 394

SPRINGTIME

Spend a coupla of

unbelleveable days blking
{from lagoon to lagoon: Skin
dive among the coral reefs,
in waters of turquolse, violet
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rest assured that paradise
- does not exist solely In '
picture books. .

profession.
1 you'd Uko to ace the boardinghonse

movies in the theater, or on closed-clre
cuit in the privacy of one's osrn state-
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