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Wnether or not cities have the right

- to restriet’ the placement of group

bomes for mentally retarded and other
groups is an issue that was argued be-
fore the state Supreme Court Tuesday.

Livonla city attorney Harry Tatiglan
2ald the court's deciston should resolve
whether citics have tho power to Itmlt
group homes: .

Tatlgian'told the court the l:suc is.

. really “a zonlng case pot ane involved
- with the right of the mentally handi-

capped or mentally ill."
Many Michigan communitles have

. challenged the state's right to place

homes in communites despite zonlag or
other restrictions. Michigan's lower
courts generally and the state court of

* appeals without cxception have upheld

the state’s right to place group homes,

" bowever,

" The appeal which reached the su-
preme court Tuesday was made by
Livonia nnd Seumﬁcld The cse |5 the
first that the high court has agreed to

ew. 5

v Most offlelals expect the ryling to
decide the group bome Essue. Attorncys
estimate It could take slx months for
the court to announee its declsion. -

We're thank{ul we're bere to finnlly
get Lhe Issucs resolved,” Tatigian told
the stx Supreme Court jurLlIn Tuesday.

" Justice Charles Levin was absent but it

15 expected ho will lsten to tapes of the
proceedings and take part In the deci-
slon

Attorneys for both sldes presented
‘brief cral arguments. The butk of the
arguements were ln legnl bricfs which

.wllk be reviewed by the court.

* The Livonla/Southfield appeal —
consolldated at the request of the high
court — Involves four separate cases,
“Three were inltfated by leonin the
*fourth by Southfield.

The Livonla cases concanrau:d on
the tssues of zonlng violations, bullding
deficiencles, deed restrictions and state

censing procedures. Each of the Livo-
nia cases involved a request by the De-
partment of Social Services' (DSS) to
license an exlsting home for use as an
adult foster care small group home.
The three hormics, 28043 Stanmoor,
14264 Ellen Drive and 29709 Plckford,
are In areas zoned for single-family

use,
Tbe Southfield sult .was filed by
: Greentreey Clvle Association case and
< centered on tho placement of meatally
+ {11 adults In group homes,
Tatiglan asked the justices to consld-
.er (::t homeowner have a right to be

" group home residents arc less than 11

the state. The administrative law judge
works for Department of Soclal Scr-
vices, which is the licensing agency for

group homes. )

Livenia's attorney sald the language
in Public Act 218 — the law which al-
low adult foster care homes — is va-
gue and unconstitutional because it

tion”” might be recognired, Basinger
claithed it is when norma) residential
survoundings tend to deterforate, Jus-
tice William Ryan suggested that dete-
rioratlon dould be emotional as well ax
physical. . .

Garvett, .representing group-home
pmvldcn. argued that the term cxces-

- doésn’t contaln for 3

ing what is an “excessive concentra-
tion" of adult foster care facilltlcs.
Many communlties have contended
that they have an execesslve concen-
tratlon of group homes.

Tatlglan sald that “more afflucnt
communitles are belng left with none
(group homes)."

Arguing for the state Department of
Social Services was Willlam Basinger,
assistact altorney general. Dolores
Coulter of the Michigan Protective and
Advocacy Services for the Develop-
mentally Disabled represented group
home residents and Jon Garreft repre-
sented the group home owners and op-
eralors.

Justices James Brickle'y questloned
Basinger about how the state deflnes
“‘excesslve concentration.”

Basinger explained that it depends
on many rlcmagraphic factors — avall-
ability of shopping, housing, transpor-
tation, schools, hospitals ete. and that
“facts should be lhu ultimate determl-
nator.” .

*1t's ltke pornography — you know it
when you sce it,” Basinger aald. He in-
dicated that Livonla did not kave an ex-
ccessive concentragion and sald thot

Computer

s a “two-edged
swnrd"

He upwned that the provision was
meant to geard against establishing
meullal health ghettoes.

Dolores Couller argued that persons
llving in loster care homes have a right
to live in normal residential surround-
ing, She argued that any reversal by
the high court “would undermine pub-
{le policy and turn back the clock.”

William Poole, assistant city attor-
ney ir Southfleld, emphasized the clas-
sification of pedple phwd in group
homes. Poole’s arguments revovled
around the deflnitions of "mmuuy il
and "emotionally disturbed.”

Poole aruged that group-bome en-
abling legistation lists four categorics
of adulty eligible for placment i small
group homes — aged, emotlonally dis-
turbed, developmentally dlsabled and
physlcally bandicapped “and not men- .
tally 111" sald Poole.

Although attorneys - for eltter side
declined to to on the oulcome,
Gazrett noted that 11 declslons from
the Michigan Courts of Appeals and 32
out of 36 clrcuit court cases have been
In favar of group homes.

“We can't be that far' off base,” Gar-

* rett sald.
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“Computer Camp For Kids” will
of eight sesslons from 6-3:30

donna College, Livonia, this month,
Scheduled for 2 aum. to 3 p.m. May
12and 19 ls "Compulers For Non-Com-
puter People” The two Saturday
warmops will pmvlde an introduction

p-m. begining on Monday. Additional
sesslons are scheduled for June and
.lnly. The feciis $65.

dny cvenlng workshop, ‘Buying

A Eame Comp\llcr > will ml.'n the first
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bnlc operations and capablllties. The
fee 15570,

‘Two separate courses for the famity
ate offered.. “Computers For Moms,”
will be held from 8-1 a.m. Monday and
Wednesday, Moy 14 and 16, Deslgned
for the beglnner, 1t will feature hands-
on experience, computer games and
exerclses. The fec 3§20,

time p
for use in the home or lmnll business.
1t is scheduled 8-10 p.m. Friday, May

18. The fee 13 $10 person or $15 per

couple. .
A class, “Computers and Nursing,*
will addreas tbe role of computer sys-

terns ‘In’ bealth care. Scheduled for

Thursdny, May 24, It will b held from
fa.m. t.o3p.m.’rba{eehus.
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