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Everybody's heard about those old.
foshioned. quilting bees where ploneer
women got together for a few hours of
vocializing and  work, Togstherness:
that's the spirit of craits,

to find the typical craftsman (or wom-
en) holed up by himself {or hersell) in o
solitary workroom In some. distant cor.
ner of the house. The “crafty” person
hos been practieally banished from
- mainstream family life. -

Thot’s usually unnecessary. With
carclul planning, many famlly rooms can
serve a8 craft workshops too. A recent

magazine showa how.

The first step is to act anidc separate
arcas for craft and non-craft activities.
The sccond i3 to draw them together

. ogoin through certain decorating tricks
that give a room unity of design.

The magazine's family room i3 intend.
«d for a quilter and a miniaturist (some-
one who makes dollhouse furniture and
scale models), although it can be adapt.
ed to other uses. The larger portion of
space is devated ta o ceoly afran and sbo
remainder s taken up by o “conversa-
tion alcove,” with plushy love seats.

There's lots of storage: o must for
stowing tocls and materials. It's ranged
along the walls, leaving the center of the
roam clear, Why? So there's plenty of
space to operate the 8foot-long solid
maple quilt frame. When the frame is
not being employed, the quilting surface

" tilta up vertically and the whole appara.
tua {its flat egninst the wall,

THE STORAGE includes a closet for
compact power tools, complete with
work platform and & fan to suction off
sawdust. N

A craft roominvi

"+ These days, though, you’re more ﬁkely.

issue of "Decorating & Craft Idens”.

The Armstrong Solarion no-wax floor °

in a small tile pottern Is a good “thread
hider.” The color is called “tonst.” And
unlike carpet (instatled only in the al-
cove} no-wox floors don't lend them:
selves to pins finding their way beneath
the aurface, perhaps to pop out-later as n
painful. surprise. Aloo an important con-
sidecatlon for a craft (or indeed any)
arer — no-wax floors are easy to clean
and don’t need much care. ’

The unlfication of the decor — the

les togetherness

drawing together of all elementa of the
roam into @ harmonlous vihole began
with the cholce of wallpaper. It's o crisp,
neat windowpane check {eream-colored
stripes on n hunter-green field) which
provides & nice contrast to the clutter in
the craft area, '

The love 3cats in the conversation al.
cove gre upholstered in a fabric colorco-
ordinated to the wnllpaper. This eatab-
fishes a atrong visual link between and

cnjoys.
Dec

crafts and works in progresa,

craft and non<creft.areas, The wallpaper
and fabric are from the some cource,

© The visunl link [s further strength-
ened by framing the arch between the
alcave and the craft area in bands of the
pastet colors found in the nlcove fumish-
ings. I1t's such simple touches as these
that give the entire space the Unity {t

ies are leted
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You've finally decided it’s time to stop
painting the house and lock for a better
solution to exterior maintenance, What's
best — aluminum or vinyl siding? How

can you get the most value for your mon.
cy? . .
Before you spend thousands of dollors
on your home'a exterior, begin by getting

Do-it-yourself privacy
It is now poasiblo to have a distinctivo beaullful basket-weave design
privacy fonce that will require no maint The i dized

thick baked

| alurmi-

aluminum extruslons

Pa. 19134,

bine with doubl
num panacla glve lasting pratection that withstands weather and uso. It is
available In a varlety of helghts and colors that never nesd palnting. The
“construction makes it an easy do-it-yoursslf inatallation. For additiona?
Information, write to Jerith Mfg. Co. inc., 2716 Salmen 8t., Philsdelphla,

Before buyin 'Sidihg, do your homework

the facta both from manufacturers and
from people who've bought siding. You

can find magarines that list siding man. '

ufacturers’ names and addresscs. Write
to them for literature.

Ask reputable siding contractors to
give you thc names and addresses of
homeowners who have siding. Try to get
a variety of typea of siding. And ask for
homecowners whose siding .is several

- years old, They ¢an tell you more about
how the products hold up and. what
- maintenance has been needed, if any, -

Buying siding is like. most purchoacs,

You can alwiys find a cheaper grade at a
_lawer price. It {sn't the lowest price in
“tie long run, however, I it doean't hold
up. Buying brand-name siding made byn
reputable company {3 your best invest.
“ ment for long-term satisfaction.
® App You'll be Id
several factors. Of course appearance is
Important. Docs the siding took good nut
only when it's installed but for years
. thercafter?

SIDING COMES in a variety of
styles and colors that look like 4-inch, 5-
inch or 8-inch clapboards and also in a
more  contemporary-looking vertical
atyle. | e,
® Maintcnance. What are the physi.

cal-properties of the siding? One that Iy
solid color clear through, such as viny),
“ hay no painted surface to scrateh or wear

z

aff, s0 it will provide low mointenance
for many years. .

© Accessories. You may want to con-
sider which companies have special deco-
fator accessorics to match their siding.
The accent of a door surround or wide
fluted corner posta, for cxample, now can
be had in low-maintenance matetials.

. W Consider the manufl
turer's warranty. Some aldings. have up
to SO-yenr warranties that even include
hail d Has the f been
around long enough .to justify giving
such a long warranty? I it a well-estab-
lished company that will be around to
fulfill that warranty, should you ever
need it? | Co :

Equally important, look at the con.
tractor's reputation and stability. Check

ot belore aigni 1g that contract.

One source for free vinylalding litern- B
ture i3 the Mastic Information Center,
Dept. . F8INS, P.O, Box F, Bemrien
Springs, Mich. 49103. Mantic, is n subsi-
diary of Bethlehem Steel, . . .

For consumers who want to test actu.
o siding samplen personatly, Mnastic of-
fers o Tough Customer Kit for $5. It in-

“cludes a complete testing kit with sam.
* ples of aluminum and viny! aidlng so you

can test them yourself, plus literature, .
color awatches and ‘A Guide to Design.
ing’ Your Home's Exterior” Send a
check or money order to Mastie Inlorma.
tion Center at the address shoun abuve.



