By Kethy Parzish
statf writar

Covennnt for. Peate members Joke
about thefr “consplracy” charges.
Asked where the Lansing faith commu-
Dlty holds its monthly retreats, Pat Ro-
bertzon cracked, “We consplrc every-
where”

Despite the jokes, organizers of the
weeklong blockade at Williams Inter:
natlonal Corp, aré worried about thelr
trials beglnning Thursday in 52nd Dis-
trict Court, Walled Lake.

Chm-xlng an attempt to kill the peace
movement In Oakland County, they sce
the conspiracy charges as “scts. of
. ‘repreasion and [ntimidation aimed at
thwarting non-violent witnesses for
peace.”

“THESE FIRST Amendment libers
ties to apeak out and gather are hard-
won Ubertles,” sald attorney F. Ran-
dall Karfonta last week during a pre-
trial bearing

He and other defénse lawyers object-
ed to a scarch warrant used during a
public meeting in the Pontlac church
where blockaders stayed. They contend
a1l those at the. songfest were intlmi-
dated by the warrant.

“The message It sends out ks ‘Don't
come out to a constitutionally protect-
od meeting,’ " Kar{onta said.

But Oskiand County Prosccutor L.
Brooks Patterson disagrees that hls
office'is heing barsh, Rather, it opted
for misdemeanor cﬂugu Instead of
felonles, he sald.

‘"We implored them fiot to go oyt and
set up » confrontation, Now they're

o
Y
“’<

the company’s mnnu(lcture of wgma
for ‘crulse
powered alreraft which hug the ground
and can strike within 100 foct of a tar-
get. The 20-foot-long missiles which
¢an carry conventional or nuclear ware
heads have a range of 1,500 miles,

Atd with {ssues llko “peace” on trial,
1¢a hard to tell how much longer the
process wlll take. More than $5,000 has
been raised for a defense fund to help
pay rising court coats, .

E‘asenlhlly. we're putting nuclear
arms on trial,” explained de!eM attor-
ney Julle Hurwitz,

“Ultimately the issue i3 whether

ux peopte (dcfendants) had the right
ke actlon they felt was

to slow dnwn productlon of nuc!ur

Weapons

WHILE 54 NUCLEAR n foes
were arrested Nov. 27-Dec. 2 In the de-
fense suppller’s driveway, authorities

. took special interest in those who m-gl,.
nized the protest.

Behind tho blockade were nine peo-
p!e dedleated mraugh religlous faith to

cemakis
" " Covenant for Peace includes a priest
and two nuns who do pesce work for

the Catholie church, the director of a.

conflict studles center, a former
Redemptorist brother who now works
with the poor, a woman who works
with migrants, a ‘consultant with a
peaee center, and a hospital nutrition-

Since lormxnz in October 1981, the
East Lansing based group has taken its

complalning about it,” Pattersonsald, | “pesce minlstry” to Bendlx: Willlams
“it’s poiitical and u-lnlparent." . and K.I Sawyer Alr Force Base, Mar-,
quette,

WITH MORE THAN %0 delendmlz

arrested in five different actfons, no-

one expected the Williams trials to be
simple.

Adding two Clmut Court- judges,
three District Court judges, a half-doz-
en defense lmrneyn and . three pro-
secutors makes tho program more
complex.

Six months after the Advent block-
ade, trizls for those pleading Innocent
are just about to get under way. It has
been 30'long that some defendants are

now In fall for Good Friday pmtsls at
i W

The peacc acumu are protesting

Paiterson: System
can’t be intimidated

pressed felony chnrga but opted for lesser “high
es which would mean only 30

By Kathy Parrish
staff writer

T would go to Jail for the reat of my
1ife for peace,” sald Elizabeth Walters,
an THM nun wt:g works at a peace and

missiles — winged, jet- .

Manﬂson Hdghm outstate clties. like
Ann Arbor, Grand Ruplds and Sauga-,
. Iuck: Waukegan, I, and annuzee‘

Just after the arrests, blockaders
were tried for violating an Qakland
Circuit !Court . Injunctlon against

. trespass at the plant. Most served 30
daya in Oakland Caunty .hu lnr the of-
fease. '

To keap employeas from golng into v intal 1

Now they also are ln 520d Distriet pnnyndrlv«wny evory morning for a wook.

Court on misdemeanor . charges of
trespass and conspiracy to trespass.

* ATTORNEYS FOR tho defendants
tried to 3e§ lh'::! c?nrgnddmnmed on
grounds of double jcopardy, conf

thnl uxcy are belng tried tﬂmmg

same crime,

Judge Martin L. Boyle of 52nd Dis-
trict Court dismissed .some of ‘the
charges on double -jeopardy grounds,:
The prosecution nppea!ed, lnd Oakland
Cireuit Judge B‘.llda Gngs reversed his
rulln .

8.,

Last "week, lhu omf_r two Walled
Lake judges disa, cn the argument
.lo two separate Willlams cases.

Judge Harold Bul[lnlll told the de-
Icnse court is.not the proper “fo-
rum” for their appeal; suggesting lhcy
take it back to the.higher court:
hour later, Judge Michael Batchik d.lﬂr
missed cases agalnst two defendants on
grounds of double ;eopnd ly.

AT ’l'llE CRUX of the double jeap-
ardy argument is greement over
whether the blockade was civil or
criminal contempt of court,

1t goes back (o a ruling by Oakland -
Cireult Judga Jarmae Thorhurn, wha In

..lune lssued the Injunction :gnuut

passing.
When different protesters jumped .
the defense supplier's fence Aug. 9,
Thorburn considered their action civil

Justice center for a Juat
World, Like some of the others, ahe in-
tends to defend herself incourt.
Organirers were advised by tho pro-
secutor’s ‘office that conspiracy
charges ware possible. And warrants

were issued for Covenant. of Peace.

membera who set ip the évent and held
non-vloleaco u-nlnlnn workahops for
participants.

Other du!enda‘nu come from such
Qakiand suburbs as Southfleld, Tray,

anily L. Brooks Patterson would much rather

dly: in jail — which the

tangle with tho sheriif than 54 peace protesters.

“I don't need this,” sald the Oakland
secutor, whose 59 hwym Juggle 12

year, Three prosccuting attorneys are [n court be-
cause of the weeklong block{da of a Walled Lake

defense suppller's driveway.
“But Idon’t havoa rlghl wlpum it.
& confrontation and now they've got It

PREPARED
breaking a
trespass at Wmlnm:

EPEND 30 dnyx in jail for
ln\uﬁllvn barrlng

County Pro-
000 cases a

CONTENDING RELIGIOUS belle! compels

and sald hé would release
them from 4ail if they promised not to
return to, Willlams, Civil contempt al-
lows a prisoner to be held until comply-
ing with & cdurt order — for enmp!e,
to pay child sipport of alimeny, .

The Michigan Court af Appuh said
the charges should be consldered criml- |
nal contempt, based on the protesters’
violating m Infunction. They: should
recelve a flt sentence given with no -

to by

purge
cﬁmplylng with the erder. .

defendants have already

'l'hey sought

hypecrisy.’

‘Thay feal they can step
outaide of the law because
- of their cause. I think that's

— k. Brooks Patlerson

were surprised also to be accused of the mls
demennors of trespass and consplring to trespass.
Those charges meant ancther lrlal and poasibly a

. year behlod bars,

Charging he Is trylng to “kill the penee move-
ment in Ozakland County,” thelr attorneys accused

the prosecutor of undue harshness.

‘They unsuccessfully sought last week to get the
‘gument was that defend-

ants are being tried twico for the same crime and
thelr rights to sﬁed: and due process under the

- charges dropped. The ar;

law are being vio]

“All the facts unwnt w 10 more than Lhese peo-
Amendment right to free-
dom of spmh" nld/ de!enn nuamey Julle |

ple exercising th

look forward to arguls

said the attorn,

this, comnl

cause of thelr cause. I

Hurwitz. “The

people comlng tozeth:r and meeung lnto p crime.”

PAmSON contends his nl!lce 13 just
expect, He's not acting by

The prosecutor belleves Ignoring the Nov. 37 to°
Dec. 2 blockades would lead to even more disrup-
* tion at the plant, which manufactures {urbine en-

— soma of whick go lata crulso misslles. And  his country.” A ifelong Catbollc, Patterson doesn't.
! his obligation to protect cointy resldents also ox-

BUT
dolng the job taxpayers
. cholce, but out of duty.

them to atop nuclear arms bulldup, the blackaders
ng tha peace issus in court.

The prosecution Ly vigorously llgbunz that. To
Patterson, no lasue justifles breaking the
“I'm not making a comment on the peace move-
nment. My comment is in response to lhelr acts,”

Patterson ag belisves civil disobedlerice Is the
WTOug way to raise the nuclear arms question. *
‘““There are enough debates and ;:uhl.lc forums in
try where thair polnt-of view can be ex-;

ressed lawfully,” ho sald. -
“They feel my cnuml&oumde of u\e law be-
's hypocrisy,” sald

Patterson, who belleves, the defendants “should
plead guuty and accept punlthent for their ac-
tiona. .

PERSONALL\’ THE prvseallnr nppom the
posluon that a strong military insures peace,

law,

.
Y

‘hlnkwvlnviul.ntu'mthnﬂtmlmlnd s

rellab pmm pesce

navmruﬂ:m by a country such as Rmm If we ll,v
down our anms,” he explalned, -
“J think it would be A most mgcrou:poﬂ

tion lnr

activists — pamwlarl:/

Elizaboth Walters, an IHM .nun
who does peace work, will do-
fond hersol! in her upcomlnu

Charund with concpiracy tn tho .
- Advent blockedo, the Hov. Po-
.tor Doughorty ta baon In Oett-

land Courity Jul) ncrvhg timio -

for ‘a2 Qood Friday profest at
Viilllams. Tho Michigon Ceurt of

Appeals ordored hls' ro'eoso -

Friday night.

L. Drocks Pattercon belioves ha

must to’ae a luuch nlnnd on tho”

proteats.

Vor blockadem.

A chlel elemont in lhe eon:plracy trialo io lrur~ v

Staniey.Blacker: Tna admo

ditinction nd
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1,000 demonstrated but only 34 wi ‘T!.h.lnk i's bad ndviee foi blshops or priests
*That would condone vlehtlon e! the law and In- lead thelr flock into civil disobed!ence, They'ré
. viln further advenhu'wm by civil dllobgd.!ent&" ' Ing peopls to r(oum lhe W, Rt
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“uand n'l aibellof 2 d.ly for law enforcement if .
wo lot ddmdmli pl& thelr own charges and pan-
ishment.”
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