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George Kuho wen an Important polm
Friday when be convinced stalo, Sen.
Harmon Cropsey that feglonallzing the
Detroit Water and Sowerage' i
ment wouldn't amount to robbing De-

"Detm]llhu beea determlned in fed-

cral court oot to be the sole owner of
the water and sewcr system,” sald
Kuhn, the Oakland County drain -com-
mizsloner and chief proponent of bills
to glve suburban customers & volce in.
u'lun( water and sewer rates, |

. Cropsey, a Republican, arose ut 5
a.m. in his Decatur farm bome to drive

‘{0 Detroft and Soathfield ln ch.llr the .

Senate Local G a

* chirges paid hy the tserk of the wator
supply and xewug:al dlsposal scrvices,”

the Troy attorney

Kuhn - of Weat - Bloomfteld and
Fredericks produced coples of 1975 De-
troft memiod showing the clty's nﬁ mll-
E:ln equity in the system had m

. “Hundreds of millions of dollara to
imprwe and upgrade the sewage treat-
ment plant” eame from the federal
government, the state, and user

jes — not Detrolt tax funds, they

THAT . IMPNESSED Cropsey, the

" only man on the flve-member commit- '

tee to sit through all five hours of festi-
mony. : . ' )
C | milasing lhn

hearings on the bills Kuhn ldvoulu
In two hours of morning testimonay «

‘I the City-County Bullding In. Detroit,
Cropscy heard 22 Detroit officlals, res}-
dents, political and unlon leaders com-
plaln that the reglonalizing bills would
“confiscate” Detrolt's system, “ex-'
propriate' Detroit tax money, and "dls'

. mantle” Dctmll' 's jewels,

" “NO CITY of Dotrolt taxes are used
to suppon this system,” sald Robert
: ericks, Kuhn‘a deputy, in the after-
Doon nmlon in Southficld,
! “Tho Detrolt Water and Sewerage
* Departmeont is & public utility, It is op-
- erated aa an enterprise fund, and its
revenues are received from rates and

hearings were R

mmetblaweek

sions, Republicans haye :Ml cantrol’
_of tho Senate, 8o i

paasage s possible. ..
“Tho bllls face a cloudier foture'in the -

Danommn!mﬂed I(wu.
FRIDAY’S . HEARIN

. G mai
first u.me in n decada that rcglnu} wa-

ter bills had been actively discussed [n
the Michigan Senate.

In 1977 a similor bl by Rep, Jahn“

Beanett, D-Redford, was by
House of chrw:nuuvu but dlad in
tha upper cham!

Under d]mnslon are a palr of bills
sponsoted by Ses
Wul Bloomileld, which would:

* 0 Create an assembly of 100 gov-

Maso of Batile Creck and Normnn
Siinkle of Lambertville, and Dernocrat
Patrick MeCollough of Dearborn.
Cropsey.also liked the answers sub-
urban officials gave to charges by Sen.
* John Kelly, D-Detroit, that the suburbs
alapped a “markup” of up to M0 per-
ceat on water and sewerage charges,
and then blamed them on Detrolt May.
or Coleman Yot
Fredericks and R.oynl Onk Clly Phgl—
neer Richard Cole safd local charges
aro “stricily for the operation of the
systermn"” and aren't used to pay for city
bals and other non-water and nam

er expenses,
After the hearing, Cropsey mld com-
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treatment services from the'eity of De-
troit. With one vote per 10,000 popula-
tion, the assembly would include elect-
ed officials from Wayne, Oakland, Ma-
comb, Lapeer, Geneseo and Monroo
cmmtlu

® Requiro the metropolltan assem-
bly to elect a reglonal water board of
nine members — threo from Detroit
and slx from the suburbs. The board
would run the “‘wholesale” portion of,
the water and sewersge enterprise,
selling services to Detroit and tha other .
100 communities.. Thase communities
would ‘set their own retall rates to,
homeowners and businesses. -

“It would bring some falrness to an

Fessler, R- |

which buy water and sewage -

0 th unf;
bec:mumSmauhu ‘e 3 <
schedled ssveral -all-day budget acs. [ fter four terma In 4'Saburts ,, cal .
wuvmmu-y‘nmvzuﬂnmqm ;alnldm

~The users lemmduq ‘ngr nla'rN
tafa: it crease because

ernga scrvicey'to
lbou'. 100 ovez‘nmmh with aboat 45.- B
percect of Michigan's popu!atlon, Up-*

der (ho city charter, D vexnied .,
b :

- by a seven-member four Dev
trolters and three suburbanitts —~ who
serveat the pqum of the mayor.

DETROITERS, HOWE!
bills as a raclal threat to
of the clty,

Robert. ('Bnddy) Ea!ﬂi 100; former -
UAW reglonal director for the”
1at C ‘Distriet Dy
lkened the water system fo a chlld
ralsed by a parent (Detrolt), “and now
an ouuldcr comes along and un_vn we' e
xulngtu take him away.” ' .

Hendcrson, Detroit Counr:ll
president, saw the bllls as step one of a
“metropolitan takeover” of : Detrolt..
“Tho metropotitan axsémbly. wilt by
dominated by those who wish to dis-'

zaw the
lack control

ylece thiee soiurbasties o 1 BOvEA.
£;, Theanbey waler beard” s unm»-‘
L3 -b.‘_vmar,:m,u:mc;z stey.”
73 (ahy ad., e
L Thowy sﬂmM‘w Bave Ao,
- office;” they have been: Iu-a.f by 1‘
,‘.‘m:nr Distaals £ov nabing tough qucs-
ons; snd nndes the new syatem, they
ncn.dh:nnnlmz-}'m:!(tm efoiflia)

n:i:nn.-

cmpowcr the clty of Detroft.”
/ -
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