. Lkgnmu which

- Junlikely conditions (poor weather and no raclng {ur

-jOlymples?
" dworld Serics after tr

Jcountrics won't bein LLA. -

+ |Soviets had been there., ., .

IBerubc the rhythm):
et Plcm, the bicyclist from Liv

. dcvo!cd 1] ntmnlng adream,

Just
*|that — dark and undistinguishable, lacking clear
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Boycotting our
legends,dreams
R Em “The Christmas Carol” in

£} The Ghost of Sports Past arrived last
week — u focal movic bouses. It's called

“The Natural,” and it stars Robert Redford as
baseball phenorn Roy Hobbs In the sereen adaption
of Bernard Malamud's novel,
1t's pure fietion, this fllm, 1t's l'hllklnn Iegmd and
Camelot fantasy blended into a baseball falry tate,
('3 good guys v3. bad guys, the corrupt pvwl:rlnl
agalnst the righteous individual.
1t's fun. And, a3 outlandish as it might seem, itis
the very foundation of bascball and aports itself,

LEGEND, FADLES, tall tales of mighty deeds
achieved wlth one¢ swing of the bat i what baseba))
L.

1t's Babe Ruth polnting to the spot where he’d hit
his homer,

It's Lou Gehrlg's farewell speech,

1t's Don Larsen hurling a perfect game In Lhc
World Serfes.

1t's thousands of tidbits and anecdotes !omﬁy
remembered and clearly detalled by millions of,
fans, cach with his own personal favorite to
mecct

The story “The Natural” tells is outlandish,
which is what makes it o real: Sporhulhe
Imagined bccomlng reality,

WHO COULD HAVE oxpccu:d Roger Bannister
to shatter tho four-miniite mark in the mile in such

9 year)?
Who would have belleved Bob Beamon would
l'cap more than 29 fect that day at the Mexico City

- How many lhmlght the Ttgen would win tho 1968
three games to one?
““The Natural” Is unreal. It's just images

J on canv;
" fiaiso peeTidcs definition of sporis:
striving for what had only been lmnld.nod before,
[shooting for the unattalnable. -

NOW FOR THE DEMGNS of Sports Present.
That, too, surfaced last week, It came over the X
alrwaves. The Soviets said “nyet” to theLos
Angeles Olymples. Thetr umu 8000 jolned the
boycott,

Itisa travesty of mnjok' pmporﬂan:

Not just to us, the publie who will once agaln —
a5 in 1560 — miss the apportunity to crown new
heroes, new Olymptan gods, Thero wil] be no Nadia
Comanecl or Olga Korbtt this year. Thelr

- And even as we marvel ut the explolts of a Carl
Lewis or Mary Decker-Tahb, it will forever be
accompanled by a “but” or an "Lf " as In, “But if the|

- BUT TGE GREATEST SORROW is not ours to
carry The athletes who for elght years trained and
'worked and sweated for. lhl.lonc chxnce. the
SpEUTAGF W sivw L eatire giobe his of her
strength and abllity and talent, are being cheated.
- It's a devastating loss. Tha countless, endless
ours of preparation from tlicss like Michelle

c gymnbat from Rochester;
vonin; Gary

Wojdyla, the rower from Plymnuua, Tom Bablu.
tho pole vaulter from Redlord; Cralg Payne, the
boxer from Livonia; all Olymplbboydnl.u who,
aven If they make the U.S, team, will compete in
what amounts to nothing more than a Fricnds of
the U.S. Gamea,

A curse on Carter and hls 1980 boycott! A pox on
all politiclans who overstep their bounds, who
interfero where they have no right!

They havt robbed us, these attention-starved
meddlers, of a chance to adore our champlons, And
'worse, they haye spurned elght years of labor these
Olymp!c athletes — Saviet and U.S. alike — have

‘THE SHADOW OF SPORTS FU['URE

egs,
anchangs

outling, .
11t 2 foreboding, whea faced with the reality of
Jihe present. What the Soviets did by boyemung

' would have

By cmﬁ- McCosky
‘stalf writor

lt was a crownlog moment in the
long, successful, and a bit overlooked
coaching carcer of Farmington's Ger-

ry Young.
ﬂr!a track team carrmd him
ot the Redford Unjon frack Saturday
‘after the Falcons bested a strong 15-
team fleld in the zpnnal RU Relays.
It was the first tima the Fnlcons
have won the ovent, known as
cvunu:rpurt to Ihc boyn Ob- .
serverland Rela
Farmington aunused 61 team
points. Pontlac Noriherz, the No. 1
team In Oakland Cownty and the
meet’s overwhelming favorite, took
second, just five polnts back.
“Some of the coaches were upset
‘that Northern was even In the mect
bocauss they are outsids the (Ob-
- serverland) arca. They are a real
. tough sqund, but our gu-l: Just did an
all-around outstanding job, T think the

The Fnlm also took threo of !.hc
rnur lndlvlmml flrsis out of the ficld.
‘erri Quennevillo won the shot {($3-0),

Belh Sherman won the discus (uw)
and Sambia Shivers' took the ‘bigh

IW’P (5-3). '

Runk, Faxmlnmon Hnrdwn‘u
lour—evan mr, won tha losg jnmp
with a 15-4%.

Farmlngton didnt * win _apother .
flrst, but 1t placed in 10 of the 14
events. The Falcony took three scc-
& fourth and a slxth-

— displaying great team depth.

After 13 ovents, the FAleons led
'Northcm 57-38, At that polnt, Borgesa
was second with 46, Northern, howev-
er,toolnﬂntundnmndlnme

giris track

RU peopls were happy to preseat uy two i3 o oso the
-with the tmphy," Young ul(l;. fioal even d e
NOR'I'EZ!IN‘S l.ISA M::Cay set tho
THE FALCONS have been rlnkod only meet record of.the day with n
No. 2 In Observerland mast of the , 5wWilt 11,37 in the 100-yard dash..
season behind Joknt Glean who didn't LivonlaChprehiif'y Julie Recla out-
compete at RU. Bishop Borgess, lasted @ very strong opes mile field,
ranked No. 3 Ln the area, {ock third at bmaklns the tape at §:26.31, some six
RU with 48 polnts, ds before Fuxmlngwnl Jeany
Farminglon Hllls Our Lady of Mer-
exvcrlmdu m worat dual-meet
y toty season ever, placed a_strong fourth The host team, RU, scored only 28
: siaft protographer Wit 43 pol-nu Fallwlnx Mercy wero - points but it won two events. The
Tulla Pirttila helped tho Falcons to sec- rolny and the nhol-pu! relay ln Saturday's  Plymouth Salem (39) and Livonla Ste-
ond-place finlshos In both tho high-Jump . RU Rolays. . - venson (36). - Ploase turn to Page 4
T D K S Y _7 ——

4. Famington, 41-0W; 8. Hasrtaon, £1.2

1. Norihvila (Fiobkn Btrunk, Gindy ‘
Mary HMM ‘Mﬂ..ﬁmn.tz-au,&mﬂv .
Btovensan,

. Jarres  HotoMD)
lo2s; iy mem 1z m:ﬂ
nnlurn 1 1 6. Pontiac

l, em

By Chris
statf wrltor

The Michigan B.l;tl Schoel Athletle
Ita

Coundll, has satd T:l toa psl;n l
ve cxpanded the high-schoo
football playofia to 125 tcams,

The councll, which conslm primari-
*'1y of high-school principals and super-
intendents, decided that, “thero would
beno dmn ¢ in the high-school footbatl
playot! fnrmat for the 1984 scason.”

Tho declzlon came after the

“An overwhelming oumber of school
administrators do pot want to expand
the plagolfs,” said Vern Norrls,
of the MHSAA.

wh

U.S. boycott of the 1980 Moscow games, enn]d
i pilare o Olympia are crackng.
ilers lympla'are era. now. By
ou]d the courss remaloid

Pollu:!n.‘ are casy {o blame for thé lmpﬁ:dlna
"‘er.ht;ﬁl not wholly We, t00, boar tha .

oy will eolupse
ed. -

OURIDWEAVESTMYED W'

lenalize our amateurs, like our Soviet hloc
“mmwintmhuum!-uu—tbomty
IMHMMﬂMMM!orW{me
mtmmﬁn&a‘l ld:‘ utoniated athlatica.
Gma, world of a af

M doed jbat existed l.udmm

. & tough thing to say becaiso of all the
* pogative things we read about ths
yo!ln every fall, but it amems. moat
people are satisfiod with tbo _preseat
phynﬂ:trm:tnm

T i lan brought
w: thmuwuim P mnﬂl

counctl
met Sunday through Thursday of last . Detrol
week. .

State says no
to Ahern Plan

footbali

the paper playoff in the paper just to
seo how it would work,” Ahern sald.

The counci] did note that it bod no
objection to the coaches assoclation
continulng its atudy ol the lasue,

Walt Baxylewic:. dlrector of physl
cal education for the Archdlocese of
trolt and head of the Catholic
Lugun'unmembero“haﬂe
nuvn Council,

“Football }s part of the educational
curtieulm,” be said. *Any recommen-
g:unn to u-pan': the curticolm needs

e support of the principals, superin-
tendents and administrators of ‘the
ldmolx.‘nxhphn Aidn't Kave that *

Buylmdcz lald the councll objected
to two elements of the Ahern Plan. .

“THERE 'WAS soine objectlon
mnmumn.utummweum

F

summer were conoerned
about phyma mcru lhm one loolhll
‘gamelna woek," ho sald,’

What does Argus Research thmk about Détroit ih
Edison as an investment? How about Consumers . -
Power? Should you buy the stock, hold it or sell it?
You'll find out'the answers to these questionsin g
new report available from McDonald & Compan:

\ It discusses past performiance and future growth
potential for 50 electric utility companies, located . *
across the country. The report gives yau stock pnce,
eamings and dividends for each of them. And it helps

" you decide whether t6 buy, hold or sellthe st ~

‘Fory your free copy of Electric (.ltllfty
mail the coupon or @all -1221.




