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Down mder

Last weck tldravcl writer William
of h
aboard a cmlse !htp traveling the

South Pacific. This week he disem-
barks angd explores Australia,

- nywmium Schommel
! speclal writer

.B'UST BEFORE dawn, the Royal

Viking Star knifes through the
fog, and a million ights are visl-
ble on'the surrounding hillsides,
At the end of a two-week cruiss
through the South Pacific, we arn en-
. tering Sydney barbor,
I'm standing by the rall, feeling un-
settled and a little lost, as the S
Qpera House, the Harbour Bridge and
akyllne come into focus.
When you've reached Australln,
you've gone about as far from the U.S.
as it's possible to go. The first few
hours ashore only strengthen the feel-
ing that this is a far, {ar land, with its
own tribal customs and exotlc speech,

A flrst-timer doesn't comprehend,
for Instance, that when an Aussle says,
“That's a grouse bag of frult you're
wearin', mate," hucraylnx & compll-
ment to one’s sult of .

WHEN YOUR ear gets the hang of 1t,
though, you flnd yourself answering,
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Koala and cub In wildlife sanctuary

and Georgetown, with San Francisco's
North Beach thrown in for splee.

To comprehend evena little the Aus-
trallan character, it's necessary to ex-
tricate yourself from Sydney's luxuri-
ous lap and veniure into the lonely
emptiness of the fabled Qutback. The
most popular, destinatlon I3 Allce
Springs, near what Australlans call the
Red Centre, an unbroken sea of arld
plalns, anclent riverbeds and bamn
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o to American fast-foods, and our nlt-
coms and gamu shm are mainstayaof
thelr telly.

It's easy to take {o Sydney. Austra-
! la's “Leading Lady,” as she pegs her-

self, is a right’ beaot. The !smimou
Sydney-slders are more than a flfth of

\ the population of thiy nation as physi-

cally large as the contlnenta] US.
She's a lmndwm& plzce, a tad ke
San

.‘:)'dnsy Hsrbour foa luras sallboat and Opera House

fantasy of the Opera House — then re-
board when another bus comes aroupd.

“Actually “Operas House” ly a mls-

sleading term since it bas flve major

halls ‘and concerts of al? sorts; drame, - three
clnemanrealsnpnnollls_

dance and
repertolre. .
Like any ma jcr m:u'opous Sydncy Is
* a mosalc of nelghborkoods, The oldest,
,called The Rocks, was where His Ma-

harbor, easy mphhﬂcnuan ang electric
lifestyle,

One of the best ways 1o orient your-
2clf Is on the Sydney Explorer, a spe-
clal bus that makes a circult past the
major downtown sights, .

YOU'RE FREE to hop off whenever
the notlon strikes — wander through
the Royal Botanic Gardens, Chlnatown,
a8 hml of muscums, and the clam-shell

‘ gesty’s first set fo0t when ox-
{led from Mother England in the mid-
‘18th century, In recent years, the area
has been spruced up as the avenue for
restayraots, eraft shops, small muse-
ums and a visttors center.

In little more than a year, the Regent
of Sydney has established itselfl as
“the” hotel. Rising 34 storics above the
shopping district, it bas sweeplng views
of the harbor,

From the Clreular Quay, Just across

- the street, ferrles fan out to the city’s
famous beaches. From a huge seloc-
tien, Sydney-alders prelcr Manly
Beach, It's a falr place with more than

mlles of pristine sands, poudded

‘Ey the Paciflc Ocean rol]en d:uﬁbed

y surfers,

_Even on weekdays lli hovwded with -
igsters, and bon-
ny lassies who doﬂ mclr tops the sec-

!ummu, bronzed youn;
ond thelr feet touch the sands.

THE FERRY from Circular Quay

will also take you to Tarooga Zoo,

where kangaroos, wallables, and those
lovable koalas cavort In a natural envi-

ronment.

By day and night, you'll want to ex-
plore the colorful streets of Paddlng-

ton. “Paddo,” as this pear-downtown
nelghborhood ks affectionately known,
isa m llke Greeawich Village, Sohu

WHEN MISS Jean Pnget came to
'm Allce In search of Joe Harmon fn
.the PBS minl-series “A Town Like Al-
ice," the raclest thing in town wag the
ice cream parlor. Well, wouldn't Joe
and Miss Jean be fair upeechlw in Al-
“ico these daya. It's growm (nfo & bus-

' tling place with more (han 20,000 peo-

“ple, alf kinds of ahops and restaurants,
-@ race track, and even a state-run gam-
bllng casino with alols, roulette,
blackjack and the lot.

There's also an alarming number of
places around town where quiche is
avallable.

Most visitors over-night in Allce, on
thelr way out to Ayers, Rock and the
Olgas. These mumerm‘g rock forma-
tions, 290 mlles southwest of Alice, are
part of - the Ulury Natfonal Park,
325,000, acrdd of desert protected by
the Conscrvation Commission of the
Nnrdzeru Territory.
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Scott Lorenz, general manager of the Mayflower
Hotel in Plymouth, was awarded one of the flve
winners of the 1984 Michlgan Ambassader of Tour-
Ism Awards.

The clevesth annual awards
were preseated by Gov, James
J, Blanchard at the Governor's
Conference on Tourism this
week in Filnt.

Blanchard sald In the openlng
zession that Michigan must con-
tinue to publiclze its tourism at-
tractions and encourage travel
and tourism among its citizens,

“State government has a spe-
cific role In tourism and in cre-
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Plymouth hotel man wins award

Par Valuo Plan, by which Canadian vlaum can,
spend thelr money at par with American dollars. ¢
He also was clted for founding the

News oulumnm and onc-time travel writer for.the
Detrolt Free Press. -

(3 Hot
Alr Balloon Festlval-held in Plymouth and the Plym-
outh Ice Sculpture Spectacular. Ho was one of the
organizers of Circle Michigan, which mrhb Mlchl—
‘gan to the motor coach Industry,

Othet winners of the awsrds were lmhnee lnvel
writer Dixie Franktln of ette, cited for ber ef
forts In promoting the :Upper Peninenls: retined
Grand Rapids Press writer B.G. (Bill) Brown, for 50 -
years of contributions to the travel lndustry; James
Cordray of Montague, owner of White River Camp-
ground, for the development of both campground and

canoelng directories; and George Canwr. Dctmll ¢

ating an to belp
make tourlsm grow," Blanch-
rd sald.

Scott Lorenz r ,
Tho governor sald this can be achieved by greater
legts‘.lauvn support such as the recent enactment of
the room assessment tax blll, more agrressive cam-
Pil;ua to aratst the traveling public and continued

of roads and highway
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of Tourism Awards were ll.w -
presented at the conference, honoring W.K. Kellogg
- Company ghnt tours’ -t Batlle

.Los Angeles and tour, Universal :zudl
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'For ln(nrxmuou contact Austsallan
Tourist Commisaton, 630 Fifth Avente,
19111; 212-4€9-7550.
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VACATE@N WE%“@"

15 Days--14 Nights
Depart: Friday, August 17, 1984
Return: Friday, August 31, 1984

$699*

per person

This axclt!ng trip includes St. Louis Gateway to

the West Golden Arch, Old Abllene Town,

" Kansas, a city tour of Denver. Colorado, Estes’ :
- . Park and the Rocky Mt. National Park. You will
- see the Flaming Gor

e National Recreational
Area in Utah, Salt Lake City and the Sait.Flats,
Reno, Nevada. Enjoy a city tour of San

Franclsco California and visit Chinatown an
the Golden Gate Bridge. Browse along the -
‘amous Fisherman's Wharf, Famous | nghway
#1, Big Sur, Hearst Castle. Take a city tour.of
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