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Some citizens
to pay more
in Farmington

By Joonno Mallszewaki
stalf wrltor

Farmington taxpayers will pay more
local taxes this year, even though the
proposed 1884-85 budget Includes a
recommendation to malntain . last
year'staxrate, -

“As an average, people wlll be pay-
Ing more,” sald Clty Manoger Robert
F. Deadman.

The culprit is an increase of approx!-
mately 2.8 percent in the state equal-
lzed valuatlon (SEV) of resldential
property In the city. When commerictal
and industrial property Is taken Into
account, however, the city's total SEV
jumped about 4 percent, Deadman sakd.

That means that if clty officlals-
adopt the §4.9 million 1984-85 budget
based on last year's 11.74 mills, the
rate [s applled against a greater prop-
erty assessment, driving up local taxes,

‘Taxpayers can offcr thelr oplnlons
about the proposed budget at a poblie
hearing at 8 tanight. The poblic hearing
is required by state statute because the
clty ' will reccive approximately
$45,000 more in reveouc because of the
increase in Si

Councll must ndvpt e annual budg-
et by Jiino 4, according to state law,

" Mttlo more than'$199,000 Jeft in the

clty’s total surplus, he added
. Besldes 2 proposed Detrolt. Edison
rate increase of 38 percent that will
have about a $30,000 annual increase
an the clty's budget for the street light.
ing, the city's ahare to the 47th District
Court also will increase, Deadrhan said.
‘The city's share to the court s ex-
pected (0 jump from 16.8 t to
ause of the result of
urt cases generated by
Farmington realdents and the Depart-
ment of Public Service,

PROJECTS THAT city offtclals have
targeted for 1904-85 Include:

® A proposed two-year improve.
ment program for the city’s recreation-
at facilitics. Mlhough a grant has been
applied for through the

- partment of Natural- Resources, the

clty will have to match the project’s
cost with $100,000. Cjty offlcials have
budgeted 350,000 to cover the cost of
the 188485 improvements.

® Oakland County Road Commls-
slon will widen Farmington Road at
lom Road to provide a left turn

Althaugh city offlcials
levying last year's 11.74 mills, the dls-
tribution of the rate between the city's
operating budget and debt service wilt
be somewhat dlffercnt than in 1983-84.

RATHER THAN [ncreasing the local
tax rate to pay for tha city's estimated
5.9 pereent lacrease Ln operating costs,
city offlclals gropese transferring
some of the debt service millage to the
operating tax rate, Deadman sald.

Utility rates, as well as costs of in-
surance and a proposed 5 percent sal-
ary hike startlng ln January 1995 are
expected to account for increases this
year, Deadroan sald.

The recommended 11.74 mllls can be
broken dows nto two parts: .88 mill for

debt service, which Is a drop from 1.24' -

mills fn 1983-84; and 10.76 mills for the
operating budget, which 1s a .26-mill [n-
crease over last year.

expected increase in
revenut because of the SEV hike, city
officials will have to use about
$197,000 In surplus to balance the 1984~
85 budget, Dcadmnn safd. That leaves a

If samebedy 8 hurtmg, he’s trained to .help

. 1 atelien wegon,

‘Rap!

onto Freedom Rodd. Although city offi-
clols bave loped a local streot re-
pair pro the {mprovements' will

grarm,
be delayed until there 1s' enongh-rev
nue In the city's highway fund-to pa
the debt service on-a bond issue uu\t.
woluld be requlred to ftpance the re-
palrs,

©-The Bel-Aire subdivision sau]tary
drain system will be started thls year
and work will be completed on the Old
‘Town storm drain. Also planned is an
estension of the city’s water system on
hael Street providicg additional
lire flow for flre protection in uu-.
school administration complex, Our
Lady of Sorrows Catholic Church and
the 47th District Court bulding,

® Capital cquipment purchases
planned for this year include the re-
placement of hree patrol ears for the
Department of Public Safety. The Pub-
Uc Services department plans o pur-
chase a leaf trailer with an attdched
leaf vacuum. New lawn and road maln-
tenance equlpmcnt i also p].a.nned (or
purchase.
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. Twenty-Five Conts

- Preschoolers Palti Dizon (Ion) nnd Chrlatopher Gruba liston to o nlory during a "qulal -timo nc\lvlly" at tho Falrviow Early

Chlldhood Center.

Tots learn to devemp ski lis

By.InnAd.uneuk L

stat writer

Brightiy-cotored walls - and - child-
sized furniture make Room 12 at
Famdngwn'u Fairview Early Chlld-

to

‘lf ls important to alvs
" children a strong -
. concept of self
et A

5 yur-olds

Room 12 1s “Bome" for Fnlrvlcwu
Pnacboo! Developmental  Progr
the. Farmington Pubklc

“*The children come here very ex-
-clted and eager to go, almost ram-
bunctious,” sald teacher Bonnle Gre-
gory “They like to meet their friends

‘Now in it's third ym. the program
attempts to glve selected pres.
chioolers 2 year of development be-
foro kindergarten. Sessions run from
September through June,

‘Children are scncned at'a uprlng

toal"

— Bonnie Gregory
Falirviow toachar

“The Gesell Exam allows the par-

ents and us (the teachers) to look at *

children as they are developmentally,
and determine thelr rojdiness to han-
dle kindergarten emotiopally, soclal-
ly, phiyaleally, as well as intellectual-
ly,” zald-Falrvlew Supervisor Mary
Lou Somerville.

“All- children are not ready for a
kindergarten expericnce merely be-

cause u:ey have attained the age of
exville, :

by Dec: 1, said Som

TN.I bas nothing to do with paten- -

using a
called the Gucll Developmental
Exam.

Simply, it means
a chlld may need another year in
which to develop the skills necessary

*-for a succesaful school start.”

THE PROGRAM glves chnﬂrma.
“glft of time" enabling them to learn
and develap for a year before sterting
kindergarten, Gregory sald, adding
that parents aro encouraged, not re-
quired to enroll thelr chlldrcn in the

"Il h lrnporlan! to glvn chlldren a.
strong concept of self-confidence be-
fore they go into kindergarten. At this
age they are wiiling to try anytblng.
and everytblig I3 a suceess to them,”
Gregory sald.

A typlcal two-hour session at Falr-
view includes a varfety of activities
ailmed at cmotlonal, soclnl, physical
and cognitlve development. °

During a “free activity tlme"” chil:
dren have thelr cholce of playing with
puzxles, water play or sand playing in
the large sandbox.

Each child also works on an indi-
vidual ‘project centering around a

rticutar theme for the week or day.

“Story stime” also centers around

*1alking about the auther
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“the Lhzmo u\d h a qu.lct. Ume for the
children,

“Wo siress ‘itie Nterature factor,
cncour-
2ging the children to talk“about the
story ns much as possible,” Gregory
sald.

Other actlvlties “Include 'a daily

period to help dovelop motor
2kilis apd a lstenlng time when chil-
dren listen to 2 stary on cassette
tapes using headphones.

BUT THE children’s favorite activ-
ity 1s “znack time”. when they all
gather around a minlature table and
chairs.eating a snack provided by a

different parent each day, 1

“The pareats volunteer. to bring o
nutritional snacks and the children
learn table manners, soclal vior

uung bablts,” “Gregory -
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By Jean Ademczak .
staft writor

If you can’t find a doctor, look for
Pete Amato. He's the next best thing.

\

Amato, who holds the rank of com- -
.mander in the Farmington Public Safe-

ty Dcpartment, recently finlshed a 12-
wecek tralning period to become Farm-
ington's only state-licensed Advanced
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Y Mpdicnl Technlclnn
{AEMT).
“An AEMT Is really a docun‘l eyes .

‘and hands in the ﬂcld " Amato. sald.

“They must know both basle' and ud-’
;mud emmcncy medlul vaeo-
ures.”

An &ncrzcucy Medlu! Technldln

‘An AMEY loreally &
doctor’s cyes and
hands It the fiold.’

-~ Peto Amafo

{EMT) provides emergency care for
victims up until thé time an sdvanced
camunltsncbunnAEMTorlmhw
Jance respo:
Amatopol.nuwtuutlnllﬂo-
the ‘most -Im-

porunlﬂmlht(m
‘"It you call-us we. hvslunl
m.tmmmmmmm
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