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* Rob Roiner makes tunny things happen lr; “Spinal Tap,”

rocumentary about a heavy-metal rock group.
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Chef’s special

Dellcious dishes includlng such unu-
sual ones as cold strawberry soup
with slivered almonds (Midtown Cn!e)
and chicken salad, Lo an edible salad

+bowl made from a tortilla (Pea-

body's), were served up ‘at the third
ansual Chel's Fest lunch at The Com-
munity House In Blrmingham. Chefs
from nearly a dozen Birmingham-
Bloomfield restaurants . dished up
thelr apeclalties to ‘gueats - at the
event, who made selections from indi-
vidunl serving areas, Open to the pub~
lic, the lunch was sponsored by the
Birmingham-Bloomiield Chamber of
Commeree and The Commubity
House,

Sandwich bar

A make-it-yourself Sandwich bar Is
apen from 11:3¢ a.m. to 2 p.m. week-
days at Fanny's lounge in tho Troy
Hilton Inn, Ham, turkey,- salami,

. roast beef and varlous cheeses dnd

breads are avallable. Cole slaw and

Jazz duets at DIA

Planist Randy Wmlon wlill perform duets with
percusslonist Roy Brooks at 7 and §:30 p.m. Friday,
May 25, at "Jazz at tho Institute™ at the Detrolt .
Instlty le of Arta indoor garden cafe, Kresge Court.

Tickets at $7 may be purchased through the art
institute ticket office (phone 832-2730 during regu-
lnr business hours) and at the doors. Reservations

Rock stars spoofed
in engaging satire

Written in part and directed by a very funny man (Rob Relner),
starring a very funny man (Rob Reiner), *This Is Spinal Tap” [s a
very funny movle.

Reiner’s satlric scalpel lays bare all the pretenslons of the
heavy-metal, rock musle scene without gelung nasty. A warm re-
gard for the subject’s folbles
so often characteristic of satire.

Relner portrays filmmaker Marty Dt Bergl, who is dlrccllng a
documcntary on the rock group Spinal Tap.

‘The {llm does have some chjccdunable Innguagc and, of ceum,
the Jyrics are sexually explicit. As with most rock musle, however,
hearing the lyrics Is not top priority. In the casc of one tune, “The
Softer the Cushion, the Better the Pushin,” a clearer rendltion
rorld have helped caricature the style and content of popular rock

yrics.

Reincr opens “Spinal Tap” with remarks setting the documenm~
ry style and the satlric tone. Relner makes clear his humor and
good intentions with deft facial contortions and a quizzical gri-
mace that cnsure us we need not take the rock music world's
pompous sense of importance too serlously. It [s al) just good fun.

SPINAL TAP IS a mythlcal rock group on the downside of its
career, Certalnly the subject of thls rocumentary ls nowhere near
as important as the flim pretends and as the band believes. Splnal
Tap's part in the vast American cultural changes of the "80s was
limited, as s Sp|nnl Tap's current career,

‘The group’s latest album (*Smell the Glgve") Ls in trouble with
the recordlng company, which feels that the jacket design 1s ob-
scene and sexist, It 1s funny that nelther the group nor jts'manager,
Ian Faith (Tony Hendra) recognizes this.

Reiner’'s comments are intercut throughout the film as be traces
the develapment of .the group, its rlsc to the helghts and its current
dlfficultics. He utllizes ci 30
widely overused in rock-muslc documentarles:

Rapld cumng, pannlng and focusing on camera, interviews, llve
concert and by footage, old vid and films of

. carly TV appearances, and even snapshots of the smup 's lead per-

formers, David St. Hubblns (Christopher Guest) and Nigel {(Mickael
McKean) taken when those two met as 9-year-olds in 1955,

‘The material presented is so close to many scrlously'lntendcd

rock documentaries that the sallre works well.
THE ARRAY OF

in-

. cludes flashing subtitles to 1nu'oduce characters And the pretense

that the group, though In danger of dissolving, Is presently on tour,
That tour s compllcated by the arrival of lead-singer Duvlds

gir), Janine (June Chadwick), whose lovely, self-posscased asser

uvcnm first drives off manager lnn and uluma!ely Nlgel, lhe No.

Pcr(unnanm are ali first- rnu: combining Brm.sh rock-group
arrogance with stupldity and a characteristic Insouciant alr that
emphaslzes their exaggerated adolescence.

' The movie is very funny cven if you don’t recognize Nigel's

tongue-filcking as a Gene Simmons (Kiss) characteristic or that

Bu

David St. Hubbins In name and manner is a play on David Lec
Roth of Van Halen, We've all seen enough of the rock muslc acene
to recognlze unwarranted pretensions,

0f course, to youth these days, rock musiclans convey an uppro—
priate sense of Lmportance, because they are very Importan
Whether youthful exubcrance or the music itself is the main fm:~
tor, I am not qulte sure.

-As a middlc-aged parent, I do ﬂnd 1t difficult to fathom why
young peaple take thelr music so serlously and 8o intensely.

Certainly, if they dldn't, there would be no polnt to this very
clever, bumorous and entertalning satire of the rock muslc scene
and the t satutc rock

NMambors o the mythlcal Brétie rock group Splos) Tap

fcKean), Mike Stuimp-.,
Quieet), Viv -
O -tru).

are David 8t Hubbine (PAichact
ton (R4, Parnail), Nigat Tulnel (Christol

'l‘hu “Jazz at the muww serles whI continue
Friday-cvenlng concerts through Aug. 24. A com-
plete schedule of concerts will bo malled on re-

quies! .
Wine, beer, soft drinks and snacks wlil be offered

during the concerts at an additional cost.

Randy Weston has created a style he calls “Afri-
can Rhythms,” which draws on clements of various
African-Ameriean styles. Roy Brooks Is one of De-

troit’s leadlng percussionlsts.

potato salad complcte the buﬂcl of-
fering, at $4.50 per person.
Two for one

Another entrec priced for twd has
been added to the menu Friday nights

at the Kingsley Inn in. Bloomileld-

Hills. ' Whitcflah, which hns been fea-
tured ot $15.95 for twd persons Mon-
days, also ls offered Fridays. A two-
for-one prime rib dinner, at tho same
price, continties to bo availahle Fri-
days. The restaurant’s kitched is open
until 1 am. Mondnys-Snludnyl 10
pJm. Sundays. °

Crab-ee John's

A new famlly seafood restaurant,

called Crab-ce John's, bas replaced .

the Pantry Restaurant, open to resi-
dents and vacatloncers in the Blue
‘Water Area, in Port Huron. Luncheon

prices rango from $2.50-34.99, while .

dinners including seafood and steak

average around $7. A children’ u mens
also ts avallable. ‘
«~ Ethel Simmons
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UNITED AlRLlNEB: Dotroit to Loo Angoles
DELUXE MOTOR COACH Reoturn

15 Days--14 Nights
Depart: Friday, August 17, 1984
Return: Friday, August 31, 1984

Monday-Gaturdey 10-2 AN,

BEST”
Rated Best For Ribs

. In The Five County Area :
) On Channel 7s' “Good Afternoon Detroit’

_ HAPPY HOUR 4-8 P.M.

DANCE TO THE BEAT OF THE

CHICAGO PETE

TRIP PLUS ONE

WEDS.-SATURDAY '
Huron « 2 Blocks West of Talograph « §83-1118

@l'—‘

Danishes and Pastries.
Adults ¥7.75
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Schuler's of w«x Gloomtield prescna

DINNERS
*8.95

Our culloary axpertisg, comblned

AMERICAN HARVEST

Tuesdey thry Thursday « $ pm. 1l close
“Two American Specisitics will ba
foatured dally as complete dinnera.

bot conoept of vatue
a0d 0ld Inshiooud Sctuler m.y«.my makes 4 pouidle to

SUNDAY BRUNCH

En jllly over 40 freshly prepared items such as: Veal Fricassee, Eggs
Benedict and Fried Chicken, Cheese Blintzes and freshly baked

‘Children 7 and under, *4.95 .
Served 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
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perparson
This exciting trip includes St. Lolls Gateway to
the West Golden Arch, Old Abilene Town,
Kansas, a city tour of Denver, Colorado, Estes
Park and the Rocky Mt. National Park. You will
see the Flaming Gorge National Recreational
Area in Utah, Salt Lake City and the Salt Flats,

' Reno, Nevada. Enjoy a clty tour of San
Franclsco, California and visit Chinatown and
the Golden Gate Bridge. Browse along the
tamous Fisharman's Whart, Famous Highway
#1, Big Sur, Hearst Castle. Take a city tour of
‘Los Angeles and tour Universal Studios.

*Plus 10% tax and services based on double occupancy and
rates and tariff in effect Masch 1, 1984,

FREE TRAVEL PARTY
Wednesday, June 6, 1984
7:30 p.m.

HOLIDAY INN— LIVONIA
Six Mile Road at |-275

Phone 278-4102
for reservations and more information

Please send me-at no obligatlon- & tour brochure
* explaining allihe detalls .

NAME

ADDRESS .

CITY.

PHONE
Cl/p and Mall to:

| mmm

STATE.__zIP

Look for Gold Pages. CoupoﬁS’“

24324 MICHIGAN AVENUE :
DEARBORN, Ml 48124 Call 278-4102

Attention: Observer & Eccantric Travel Desk

. . intheone andonly - .
Mlchigan Bell Yellow ages

" Doliars offts j

Just clip, shob’
‘and save!-




