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‘Stinking benjamin’leads -mm

By Timothy Nowlek} th thres white pct.nb. Like tho red, pnlnt«i nomu
spocial writor

Sprlngung:utumo!owalkmrvmthewoods.
‘The temparature Is nefther too hot por too cold, and
the pesky Insecis have not arounsed yet. ' 3

Many metropolitan parks’ and nature conters - W'EWEI\EFORTUNATEwbelMu(o bothi i
around the c!ty provide excellent, opportunlties o the red and queﬂowued !x-llllum 1a m a'l
walk woodland tralls. Somo even have self-guided  woodlob. A
tmul with interesting featurcs and planh {denti- The-Jeaves of the twa npedm were very much

alike. AUl threo leaves. were hroad at the baso. '

Ono of the most striking plants that you will sae where they attached to a alnsle place outbe stem’
- In most arcas with rich soll is the mlllum, a rela- - and then upmdtou pumubnpuy, s
tive of the llly, The ge; e structures

There aro several species throughout Michigan,
but one of the flrst to bloom in spring is the red
trililum or “stinking benfamin.” The petats of this
phnt aro a dark, rich maroon color.
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SOMF‘ OF MY students and I saw a coupla ptants
i blooming in the Quickstead Woods behind Kimball
Z mn School 1a Royal Oak.
? Red trilliom do not grow In largas groups llke
the Inrge-flowered trillium. Instead, single plants
D are found scattered throughout (he woods,

"9 TIMOTHY NOWICKI The other common name for the red trilllum,
stinking benjamin, refers to the odor produced by
The trilllum, a rolative of the )ily, is protectod by lnw. Ha namels  the flower. We had to get down on our hands and
derived from Its three potala. knaes to smell the “wet dog” odor of the flower, and
. even then the odor was faint. But the odor 1s strong

enough to attract flies to the flower for pollination.
‘The most common specles of trilllum around the
Detorit area s the large-flowered trililum with its
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