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We have potential

for movie makers

“"YOU OUGHTA be in pi
marvelous to see.”

Well, some say that‘s the song Gov, Jim
Blanchard has been singing lately.

As a matter of fact, the guv brought hls
roadshow to Farmington Hiils the other
day to sing us his showbiz tune. In the
spirit of his “jobs, jobs, jobs" vow, he

! wanls to attract more of the entertain-
- ment industry here.

He picked Farmington Hills to tell his

entertainment tale because {t's the home,
at least temporarily, of CBS/Fox Video,

NOW WAIT. All you cynlcs stop that
- guifawing. For shame.
This movie-making concept for Michi-
gan reatly Is a good idea. Alrcady this
: area is an Important producer;f industri-
: an

many TV

turh
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Up to now, places like New York and
California have kept the entertainment
I.ndustry in their little worlds, Ok yeah,
you've got to throw in Nevada and Utah
for the Westerns. Andyif movie makers
want to get gritty, they go to Chicago
when Harlem {s booked for the week. And
after that, it's off to Mexice or Jaly.

BUT MlC‘llIGAN really is a pleasant
~ two, as a matter of

teur” theatrical groups are so gréat {s that
they are beefed up by former actors who
have gone to work for industrial firms
tralnlng salespeople.

Motown wasn’t an aben'nﬂun, you
know. Really talented people live around
here. Movie-making definitely has possi-
bilities in the town that originated “The
Lone Ranger” and “The Green Hornet”
radlo programs.

And we're certainly. glad Ihe governor
came to town fo tell us about it. It’s not
like we're talking about a remake of
“High Noon" at the intersection of Farm-
Ington and Grand River. Nope. -

But there fs room In suburbs like ours
for more audlo/video studlos like Fox and
and tons more room for the recording in-
dustry, .

As far as actually making entertain-
ment-type movies in Michigan, well, with
one glant publie relations job, sure.

HOPEFULLY, THE governor is com-
mitted enough to realize what big job he
has ahead. He needs to make it work, cer-
tainly by doing more than (armlngan ad-
visory commission.

It successful, the jab—pmduclng pros-
peets could go far beyond the movie in-
dustry. But first things first.

The movie Industry could be a success-
ful job-promotion effort tn thla m
Couldif. . .

Ablgifisif people outside of Mlnh!gnn
knew what really is here. An even-bigger
if is if people inside Michigan knew and
-had the savvy to tell the outsiders.

Partasanshlp bad

(act 1t a varlety of land
and locnltm, siifficient to tell dozens of dif-
ferent stories.

Unfortunately, the glamorous people
needed to attract the big entertainment
bucks don't know It. Neither do a Jot of
folks around here,

It's like everything wlse iz Michigan.
We've got a lot of bad PR and lmve lmle
luck in improving our lot.

We don't know ourselves,

We're bush league when it comes to sto-
rytelling on the Wolverine State. Now,
¢'mon. New York State/City really aren’t
any big shakes when compared to Michi-
gan — at least when it comes to making
movies — or housing technical facilities.

Heaven knows, qr weather is as good
or better. And, well, California Isp’t all it's
built up to be, elther.

And duzpn.e what gome people think,.
Michigan is a whole heck of a lot different
than Ohlio or Indiana or Wisconsin. But
few people know that. . -
- Recently 1 read an article telling that-
the Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore 18 .
the least visited national park facility In.

- the country. Just a few days before that; I
*.found myself standing in a wine store in
Florida telling a Greck immigrant about
Greektown,!
. Greektown? She was baving trouble
comprehehding what Michigah was, .

‘Most people think about automobile
plants when it comes to Detroit and Mich-
igan. We've got to tell them different or
you can kiss off anything like copping a
hunk of the movie action.
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Commlum are&a be distrusted. An old

ijoke explains how some people feel about

i 'them: “The camel is a horse that was de-
. signed by a commlttee.”
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‘The nchness of the fmdmgs’

° IF LEO Buscngl(u ever reads this col .

umn, be wil shriek at-me, The Apostle of
Love preaches that we should tell people
how we feel about them .while they're

allve, not pour out unheard tributes after

they are gone.

Too late. Bill Stockwell, author of our
Discover Michigan items, died two weeks
ago. He was 77, We corresponded and

talked occasionally on the phone, but. I
never met him facexto face,

In February he wrote me a note from
Fort Wayne, Ind. "I moved here because
of the lllness of my wife and the great
care she can get here and the fact that our
daughter, son-in-law and five of our 10

Tim
Richard

ing business, retiring in 1972 as chairman’
of Stockwell-Marcuse Advertising Agen-
cy.

His avocation was Michigan. “A few

years ago, after writing some 1,500 radio
seripts for Bud Guest on WJR, I realized
that I had coxb:plled @ treasure house of
t about ¥

grandchildren are only a few
away," he said. .
“I continue to be really surpised at the

amount of Michigan material which keeps

showing up and also how one subject or

item’ ve.ry frequently. leads té another. It
seems to be inexhaustible in content, and -

+ we.truly bave a great state, full of trea-

sured to be explored.” -

THAT'S MY klna of guy In- hjx eighth
decade, he was still'] , still continu-
ing to collecl pertse-and mndense bul-

18tins- from uulverslum, libraries, state -

bureaus and other sources lar fascinating
and rcvealing items, = .

A bative of Pontfac and a ucensed at-
torney who ‘pever practiced law, Bill
Stockwell xpent 40 yenrs in the adven.ls.
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The week la muud in wldely diffevent.
way: by differént communities. In’some

‘numerois ketivities. In others,the wéek is
barely recognized: -

- (romy; ﬁvonl- New. \’ork.»'mpn ‘Livonia,
- New. Vork. ‘farmilies came.from a princ

. pal!ty of East Germany called: Livonia. :

pa ragraphs

In it we met some of-the fascinating
characters — the famed and the obscure
— who made this state:

Charles Brady King, who drove the fipst
horseless carriage out of a St. Antoine
Street - machine shop In 1898, George
Booth, who ran a dairy on what {s now the

- Cranbrook property. Mary Ann Chapple,

an, early. tavern keepcr and dlspenscr of
medlclnu. R

- Etfenne Brule, lhe nm "Iorclgn ‘ex-

: :dmnx " student In history. — he lived at

the Soq with Indians while the chief’s son

" he wrote to
us in 1979, Enclosed were 50 sample.

“King” James Strang, prophct and cult'
leader. .
4

WE LEARNED about MichIgnn ] ]ﬂndur_
too: the Blg Garlic, Yellow.Dog, Khablk: gt
and Rocky Forty waterfalls; The copperys
Iron, oll; gas, cement, gypsum‘clays, limey
and salt in onr ground. The first concrelé?s
road in the pation (Woodward between Six o
and Seven I‘Iﬂe roads). b

You never looked:at the commeon callall-"‘
the same way agaln once you read thigs
Bill Stockwell item: “From foots up to the’s
tjp of its stalk, it is good food for hum:ms“'
Also mitkweed is- delicious when servcd,
with butter and salt.”

Inventors, merchants, _cranks, en- .0
trepreneurs, publishers — all showed up'
in his discoveries. .»‘

“My -three self-imposéd ‘rules in com- !
.pillng this material are that'it must per-; ,-
tafn to Michigan, must be something mnny,
people do not know and must bc lnlerest-
ing,"hesald, -..

“In all of my hundreds ot publishedf
items, I have had only one fact dispuledf
and was proven right in that case — Ul
versity of Michigan was founded in 1817
not in 18372.” w

His last.Tetfer to me, with a’ batch’
paragraphs .to last for sevéral morcl:
months, closed: “Thanks again for your::
kind words and K you, too, continue to dlg»

spent a’year In Paris. Ruth Th ; the
first Michigan woman to become an at-
lomey, judge nd U.S: representative.

into' ¥ lore, 'you will be surpnsed..‘
asl have been, by the rlchnen of the flnd \
ings." . ,.
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- acenlury of discussion dnd debate.

I
4he brldge llnklng the two pen-*}
insulas of Michigan. A four-lane hlghwayr‘
strelchlng five miles from Mackinaw City
to St. Ignace was completed in 1957 nllcx“
m

0 Most o! the early settlery of - Plym-“'
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The' rfgln.ul name goea b.‘kck ln lell. _

40, ooo'aquam mlla of lakes plus nnothcr .

of the' Pligrl}n!; .

. whn lnnded in Rlymouth, Mass. Like many;

of the early settlers they give the hamg ofk
their lormer residence ¢’ thelr) new hon_:e

)

@ Sauli Sté, Marie Is the o]dcst city in?
Michigan and-the third oldest in: the Unltm
ed Slmu, The tfzrldge At:Sault Ste. Marip 1




