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Authors share their viewpoints

By Corinne Abatt
olatf wrltor

The luncheon program, sponsored by
the Blrmlogham-Bloomfield Children’s
Bqok and Author Society, had its own
aura about It

Whether it 15 astute planning on the
part of the committee or planning plus
luék, each of these events, which brings
leading writers and {llustrators to this

“communlty, has had a strong indlvidual
color and mood about it.

‘Fome have been lighthearted and hu-
morous, others have focused on how to
flnd, develop and use material,

most recent book, *Daydreamers,” was
written by Elolse Greenfleld.

Margaret Mary Kimmel's firat
book,"Readlog cut Loud! a Gulde to
Sharing Books With Children,” bas gen-
erated interest across the country and

has been on o busy travel

JKimmel has
schedule sharing her enthusiasm for

reading aloud.

had both ematlonal and

statistical material to reinforce her

clalm to the beneflclal effects of read-
ing to chlldren.

=Starved for story” is the way she de-

seribed a group of youngsters who had

Ls recent one was more
with the philosophy behind writing and
Illustrating than It was with the actual
procedure.

The dlversity is certalnly onc reason
for the continulng success of these pro-

grams.

One of the guests for this one was
Charles Ferry of Rochester, who writes
for teena and young adult readers, His
“Raspberry One,” a World War Il story,
was selected by the School Library
Journal as one of the best books of
1983, Next year Houghton Mifln will
publish “One More Time,” a story set In
the blg band era of the 1940s.

Tom Feelings, another guest speak-
ct, was the [llustrator for two works by
Muricl Feellngs, "Moja Mcans One”
and “Jambo Means Hello” which were
named Caldecott Honor Books. His

Uttle to no having stories
read to them.

She backed up her claims about fts
importance by telling of two control
groups of {lrst graders — one was glv-
en book and literaturc-related actlvi-
tles over the summer and the other
heard storics read aloud regularly. The
latter group moved notlceably ahead in
readlng comprehension and vocabu-
lary.

Then she said, *You may not make
every child a reader, but by sharing o
story, you make sure that they have
something, that for the rest of thelr
Nves, makes it special.”

Feclings grew up ln Brooklyn and as
he tralned to be an {llustrator he took
his sketch pad (o the street to draw the
people in hils nelghborhood.

=] started drawlng chitdren because T

Garden therapy for refirees

Proconda trom the rummage salo that rune to-
Hay until 8 p.m. and tomorrow from 9 a.m. to 1
P.m. In First Presbyterian Church barn, is oar~
jmarked to support the garden therapy clacses
Bplven io resldonts of Farmington Hlills Inn. Thia

s Clara  ington Road.

was shy . . . they put mo at ease, Chil-
dren give back what they feel coming
from you.”

When he went out {o find work in the
carly 1960s, 99 percent of his portfollo
:ns of black people, particularly chil-

“I couldn’t get any work in spite of
the Civil Rights Movement,”

Because he wanted to live someplace
where being black was normal, "where
1 was in the majority,” he went to

Ghana,

e children in Ghana, West Africa,
looked exactly like the children In my
community. Yet, the effects of the en-
vironment made my pictures fecl dif-
ferent.

HEN HE came back to the United
States, he found publishers looking for
black {ljustrators,

He did books on Africa, saying, *I
;u]lnlcd children to ace and fee] what I
elt.

In all of his books, particularly the
ones he is working on, he strives to
have the pain and struggle black people
have experienced refiected in thelr
faces,

Feelings sald ‘he s working on “ a
very important stery, a very painful
story and that’s how black people came
to America.”

His lifc In Ghana gave him a valu-
able perspective, he safd,

erry used Gresham'’s law that bad
money drives out good as a metaphor

Nolson (standing at loft) and Meary Forshee
toach how to make dish-gardens. Thelr atudents
are Louise Schmidt (at lett) Dorothy Schatstt,
Eotolle Haskins, Mary Wealey, and Wilma Bush
In forefront, Tho church barn is at 26265 Farm-

for what is happening in American cul-
ture.

"Our best seller llsts, which once
were filied with llterature of timeless
value, are now sprinkled with titles for-
merly kept under the counter — in a
brown wrapper.”

But, in the midst of what he called
“our cultural decline,” Ferry found “Iit-
tlo beacops® -~ The Birminghnm
Bloomfleld Children's Book and Author
Society, for one, *The Horn Book Maga+
zrine® for another and teachers such as
the one, Sister Joan Therese, whom he
had for eighth grade in Wisconsin,

He found other encouraging signs [n
things such as the improvement In
schools, the presence of fine arts
camps and the increase in the number
of symphony orchestras and chamber

ensembles.

His book, °*Raspberry Ome” be
sald,*Is my cffart to glve young people
a pnln(ully honest glimpse of that war
(World War IT). If they read [t careful-
ly, they will learn thnt the war began
the way all wars begln — through good
people dolng nothing.”

In closlng, be sald, “The knowledge
of mankind s found in our textbooks;
the wisdom of mankind is found in good
literature,”
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Is the Hotel Really Haunted?
Farmington Hills rosident Jamison Masserly has both authored
and lilustrated “Is the Holol Rcally Haunted?" a children's book on
Its way to publication. The ion Is made p by Rita
Heaven, a toacher at New Mominn 8choo!, who was awarded a
grant from Plymouth Community Aris Council which enables stu-
donta to wrlte, illusteate, print and bind two coplea of thelr book.
Ono will be a keepsake for Jamison; tho other will becomo a per-
manent part of New Morning's library.
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SPRING CLEANING SALE
Now In Progress

FAMOUS BRAND NAMES YOU KNOW

Thomasville « Sealy « Bassett » American Drew
* Stiffle + LA-Z-BOY » Hammary « Hitchcock

Walker & Buzenherg

240 NORTH MAIN STREET « PLYMOUTH - PHONE 459-1300
Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10-9, Tuos., Wed., 8at, 10-8

SAVE 33%-55% ON

And Many Others!

Furniture

Froe Parking (next to Krogers)

[nonl Far Gardon Club
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Pool
181t s739
24 1t. 849

8” Top Ralil
Includes Hoavy Duty Liner
10yr. Warranty
Yo H.P. Fliter
Skimmer

““Memorial
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EXTERIOR LANTERN BY STERNBERG.
QUALITY DIE-CAST DESIGNS IN

ANTIQUE BRONZE AND BLACK. 16”H
8"W. MAX. LAMP 60 W. LIMIT 4.

BROSE HAS WHAT
IT TAKES TO
BEAUTIFY YOUR
PATIO AND YARD!

el

31995

Mallbu Jow voltage tier light
set. For patios, walkways,
paths, driveways. 4 mush.
room-style {ights, 50 ft. wire,
transformer and timer. Easy

to install. 5?650 .

Outdoor flood tights — single or double light fixturs.

Single 3500 Double 3750

120 W energy-saving fluud lighls.
lllumination equlvalent to 150 W.

A LARGE SELEGTJON OF PATIO LIGHTS, POST LIGHTS AND POSTS,
© WEATHERPROOF DEVICES AND UNDERGROUND WIRE ARE ALWAYS
- AVNLABLE AT BROSE.

Lighting Flxtures For Every Decar
Wirtag Buppltsy And Light Bulbs

S49
Per bulb

Weatherproof, rustproof dlecast

duplax snap-covers,

BRI UL nstea. 3250

< - EACH

waalhe'rpréc'f; die-cast aluminum 3290
eAcH

box, UL listed.

wHiLe supPLy LasTst SALE ENDS JUNE 9




