By Loulso Okruteky ered um

statf writer

ORE THAN 100 years ago
the thought of a tunnel un-
' der the Detroit- River

stirred promotens ea much
that generations of them remalned un.
daunted by setbacks which had beset
thelr predecessors.

And for the Ronald Delaney, Lha man
who oversees the underwater passage-
way that others had dreamed about,
the Detroit-Windsor Tunnel has kept its
allure for the last 28 years,

For Delancy, general manager and .
vice-president of the Detroit Windsor
Tunnel Corp. the subject of tunncls lan't
confined to workdays,

* 1 saw the Fort McHeary Tunriel. It
has eight lanes and carries more traf-
fic, we have only two. It was impres-
slve, I felt like a kid looking at a brand
new car,” sald Dehncy, a Troy, resi-
dent.

Othiers feel that way nbcul the De-
kr::t-wlnd.sor Tunnel. In  April, the

“It surprised us, We just took every-

 thing for granted,” Relaney sald.

When he firat hired on, Delaney'
workday didn't start in a spacious off-'
ice decorated with paintings of the old
West and overlooking the tunnel's en-

trance, - .

. In the early 2050's, ha was a driver
for the company's now dafunct bus line.
“It was just a job at tha time. Jobs
were few and far between,” he sald.
Even with that pragmatic aititude, the
then-21-year-old Delaney soon dl.u:ov-

At the boelnnlna of, eonmuc- )
tion this la the stene which sur-
rounded the site of me Dotroll-
Windsor. Tunnel, .

d.rlvlng from one end o! the premptcd lhpdecl!lon to seek npmw-
. 3,168-foot tunncl to the other was amo-  tlon.

notonous way to earg 2 llving, “The day. |
T tumed around and saw mys€lf com- nance engincering department, he
ing back from

operates the tunnel. .
ngrmslng 10 head of the malnte- pe *

lho other tﬂmunn“
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dee old mlnw 20 down
lts: t.lmnpﬁ.\t-eg ‘miles. It is belleved
that large iquantities ‘of gold exist
about:2000 miles deep in-the earth,
but’.men - will. probably - never A
.able to go so deep for it !
‘Nothing' will -ever: replncer old-in’
“fine jewelry, Our gold rings, brace- .}
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ltems rhake ideal graduauon gifta.

tors of the privately owned Ilrm whlch

BY TIIE time bo had climbed t5 U;:
eventually reached the board of direc-  top, ho found kimsclf 1n the ironic poat”
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tlon of having to cut the bus system,
wibich wos used tess pod lees,

More than 50 years old at tha timo It
was discontinued, the pyatem shuttied 8
mllion passeugern a year in its beyday
immedintely alter World Wor IL

. -The very natarg of the tunnel cabx:
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s 15 each government, as

conntrle_s and two ‘eltles it serves, That?
meany having'to deal with'laws and efs% -
-ficlals from federal and ragalclpal govi
cmments, “Whatever we do, we do aa1] .
balhnldu,"heuld.mnr:hpa:: tazi)
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