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Vislting tho halt-complotod tunno! on Jan.
20, 1930 waro John David Ringel! Jr., 3 ond
Janlco Meredith Scott, 4. Bohind them
David Sampson, & carponter, works on
the tunnol. Tho children accompanied
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1holr mothors, membara of the Madrigal
Club of Dolroit on a tour of the tunnel. Tho
‘club was the first group of privato citizens
to view tho projoct.
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tunnel, Dolancy ovorsees an oporaf

the fove! of air purity in the
tion which sesmed at tho be-
s

ginning of this century like
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the tunncl's existence, for mare than 50
years it was nothlng more than a pro-

Whea the tunncl was first opened to
traffic on Monday, Nov. §, 1930, It was
bailed as a {eat of advanced englneer-
ing. About 2,200 fect: of the tunnel s
bullt under the Detroilt Rlver, At its
lowest palnt, the roadway Is 75 feet be-
low the water’s surface.
' The formal fanfare had occurred the
previous Saturday when at -precisely
11:40 a.m., President Herbert Hoover
pushed a' gold ‘button in, Washlngton
D.LC,, causlng bells to ring at the speak-
ers platforms on both sldes of the Da-
troit River. R

At the same time In the tunnel, two
HUttle girls were polsed o untie a silken
ribbon marking the botndiry between
the two countries, Fern , 13,
daughter of the ftunnel's promoter,
Fred W, Martln, and Virginia Bradway,
12, daughter of Tunne! Corporation
Prealdent Judson Bradway, uatied the

, moter's plpe dream.

‘red, white and blue bow.

IT MARKED a dainty end to a rough
task which had really begun In 1671
when ground for a tunnel was broken at
the foot of St, Antolne in Detroit. Work-
men managed to dig 135 feet under the

| ~river before they reached a pocket of

sulphurous gas fumes which sickened
several men. The vest refused to re-en-
ter the tunpel.

In 1874, the Detrolt Board of Trade
attempted to drum up Interest ia build-
ing a bridge between the two countries.
As it did. tbree years earlier, shipplng
Interests in the city strongly lobbled
agalnst-a bridge. Shippers feared a
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bridge would impede navigation on the
.Detroit River. - '

In 1879, another stab was made at
digging a rallroad tunnel to connect
Grosse Iste with Canada, This time, un-
derground lmestone formatlons made
excavation so costly that organizers
were foreed to back awey from the
project. .

Grand Trunk Railway opened its tun-
el beneath the St Clair River at Port
Huron in 1891. Stretching 8,000 feet un-
der. water, it's purported to be one of
the longest tunncls of its kind o the
world. Detroit businessmen feared the
tunnel would divert shipping from the
¢ity. However, thelr clforts to organize
support for a-tunnel bullt at Detrolt
were unsuceessful. : ’

' A rallroad tunnel between Detrolt

and Windsor was eventunlly built [n

1910 at a cost of $8,500,000. Of the tun-

oel’s two-and-one-half miles; 2,625 feet
“is under water, N

S
' BUT THE advent of the automobite

* suggested to somo a tuanel bullt to ac-

‘commodate private traffle,

In 1919, Windsor Mayor E. Blaker
Winter suggested to Detrolt Mnyor
James Couzens a tunne] for autos and
streetears as-a memorial to those who
dled In World War L Couzens,, later
elected to the U.S, Senate, approved the
project, but the Canadian government,
8till reeling from the war's economle
aftermath, rejected the Idea. .

It wam't until 1626 that apother
Canadlan.took up the Idea. Fred W.
Martin, a Salvation Army captalin from
Windsor, sought private support for a
tunnel. Detrolt, New York and Chicago
banks were persuaded to- bagk the
project if the tunnel’s architects, Par-
sons, Klapp, Brinckerhoff & Douglas of
New York could guarantee construc-

+ . tion costs, The flrm sosthed backers’

uneaainess by supervising the project
through its own company, Parklap Con-
struction, .

- Now Avallabloe
“In Downtown Plymouth

MONDAY thru FRIDAY.
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