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The panhandie

White sand,
Florida sun

FORT WALTON BEACH, Fla. — I
can sce the whole world from here, flat
on my back on a beach chalr. 1t Is In
three stripes of color: a strip of white
sand, a spread of bluc-green sea and a
curve of cobalt-blue sky, with a fishing
pier walking across the water to my
left and a beach umbrella fust visible
under the edge of my hat to the right.

‘The promenade of glrls has gone by
several times, long flowing hair, hikinls
low on the hips and high on the
haunches. The boys have made scveral
Invasions into the surf. Children
scratch with their gand pails at the
cdge of the sea,

Grey beads lean over books In the
sun or walk past, feet in the water,
shoes in band. A huge watermoblle with
paddy green plastle tires, paddles
across the sea and settles like a great
green bug on the sand.

Thls sand is, of course, what makes
everything clse happen here. It is not
ordinary coarse golden sand but pow-
der white, washed down from anelent
rocks, forming the barrier Islands that
parallel the coast of the Guif of Mexl-
co.

A DEEP Intercoastal waterway full
of sea life makes a great wet highway
between the barricr Islands and the
malnland, luring boaters and fishermen
{o resort towns like this,

That's a good rcason to come here,
but for most of us it means sand, glori-
ous sand, 100 mlles of it in a white rib-
bon from Pcnsacola past Navarre to
Fort Walton Beach and Destin, and
then on past Panama City to Mexico
Beach. There, according to beach con-
nolsseurs, the sand turns to ordinary
brown.

They call this panhandle of Florida
“undlscovered Florida” because so
many sun-lovers bave Jgnored it In
their race for the concrete jungles of
the south, but it was actually discov-
ered long ago, long before a rallway
magnate turned the south Florlda
swamps into resort country.

The Spanlsh were here, building forts
at the entrance to Pensacola Bay.
Slaves were brought Ln along this coast;
many escaped and earned the 8 h
name Cimarron (wild). British, French
and Portugucse sailing ships were here,
sometimes leaving rebelllous crew
members to Joln the Cimarrons ashore,
Thus did we add the word “marooned”
to our dlettonaries.

THESE FORMER slaves and aban-
doned sallors became pirates under
* Billy Bowlegs, whose attempts to form
a nation of his own are celebrated eve-
ry year In a June Festival here in Fort
Walton.

When the Unlted States bought Flori-
da in 1821 they bullt forts along this
panbandle coast. You can still see them
\on elther aide of the entrance to Pensa-

icola Bay. The armed services have
{thus been here a very long time and are
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The beach at Fort
Walton Beach is part
of a 100-mlile stretch
of whito ribbon along
the southern edge of
Florida’s panhandie
— from Pensacola to
sosth of Panama
City. Along the woay
you can find any
number of fishing pl-

The U.S. bullt a string
of forts along the
panhandie coaat af.
tor 1821, Those ox-
plorers aro taking a
look at the ruine of
Fort Pickins noar
Ponsacofa, The fort
faces across the
Sound to the re.
stored brick wvialls of
Fort Barrancae,

an integral part of cvery communlty,
1ts economics and its social life.

The Navy ls ot Pensacola, The Alr
Force has a base the size of Rhode Is-
land wrapped around Fort Walton, and
another base ot Panama City.

It 1s really only the sun lovers who
have just discovered “undlscovered
Florlda" and even that needs to be
qualified, because plantation owners
knew about this place a hundred years
ago. During the last few years it’s been
dlscovered agaln, an explosion of
snowblrds, vacatloners from nearby
states and Investors bullding condos as
fast as the duges will support them,

NM| 'ALISTS ARE, in
fact, worried that the dunes won't sup-
port the construction that is changing
the skyline for 100 miles, but the im-
petus Is so strong that no local ordi-
nances scem capable of slowing down
the growth.

1f you want to sce this panhandle as
It once was, visit the Gulf Island Na-
tlonal Scasore which preserves the bar-
rler Istands in long stretebes along that
100 miles of white sand. In the
Secashore, only the sca oats make a
fringed skyllne against the Florida-
blue sky and birds arc its only resl
deats.

The most mu.mhle part 13 at the Pen-
sacola end of Santa Rosa Island, where
the rulns of Fort Pickina face across
the Sound to the restored brick walls of
Fort Batrancas. The dunes shift con-
stantly from cast to west so the third
fort, ence on Perdldo Key, is now un-
derwater,

The beach resorts start there, where
the Natlonal Seashore shares Its stretch
af protected barrier island sand with
chaln hotels and amall motels on Peo-
sacola Beach.
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patches of Seashore, resort arca and
Air Force base, past a five-mlle stretch
of resort and at Navarre to this com-
munity of Fort Walton Beach, and the
neighboring communlty of Destln, once
a flshing village now a condo-lovers de-
light. The last resort stop to the cast Is
Panama City, which has a long strip of
motels and amusement parks on the
beach as well as condos, resorts and a
lnvurlte sunning place called Shell Is-

Anywhcre along the way you can
brofl yourself plnk or brown in the sun
like thls, with a ishing picr somewhere

in sight and the deep sea fishing boats ~

making their own horizon,
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TRAVEL
SERVICE
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ONE LOW ROOM RAYE INCLUDE 3 meals dally
muu? for men & women
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Educate Your Game

At our adult vacation goll school

el food aad tios 1o relan around our
£o0L. Tolon fees lnclude: Lodtot.
Meals, Geren Tees, Lessons, Praciice
Balls and Clab Beoeate.
Plas ta otn us loday.

BEGINNER ~ INTERMEDIATE
ADVANCED

5 day school

$495

3 day school
295
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UNITED AIRLINES: Dotroit to Lon Angeles
DELUXE MOTOR COACH Return

15 Days--14 Nights
Depart: Friday, August 17, 1984
" Return: Friday, August 31, 1984

. $699*

per person

This exciting trip Includes St. Louis Gateway to
the West Golden Arch, Old Abllene Town,
Kansas, a city tour of Denver, Colorado, Estes
Park and the Rocky Mt. Natlonal Park. You will
se¢e the Flaming Gorge Natlonal Recreationat
Area in Utah, Salt Lake City and the Salt Flats,
Reno, Nevada. Enjoy a city tour of San
Francisco, Callfornia and visit Chinatown and
thé Golden Gate Bridge. Browse along tha
famous Fisherman's Wharf, Famous Hlghway
#1, Big Sur, Hearst Castle. "Take a clty tour of
Los Angeles and tour Unlversal Studios.

“Plus 10% tax and services based on double occupancy and

rales and tarifl in effect March 1, 1984.

FREE TRAVEL PARTY
Wednesday, June 6, 1984

i 7:30 p.m.
" * HOLIDAY INN-- LIVONIA
. Six Mile Road at |-275
Phone 278-4102
{or reservatlons and more Information
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Please send me-at no obligation- a tour brochure
explaining all the detalls
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