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‘Sensitivity is an artist’s inspi
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“This i3 another Ln a serics of lessons on
lart and drawing by’ specinl columniagl
IDavid Messing. He
bas taught for eight
lycars and operates
an art store, Art
fStore and  More,
18774 Middlebelt,
Messing
encourages ques-
tlons and com-
ments from read- ¢ .
fers. You may write hlm at hls store or ¢/
[0 Observer Newspapers, 23352 Farmiing.
ton Road, Farmington MI 48024,

By David Mesaing
spoclal wrltor

I think most artists are very sensi.
tive people. I know I am. Belng sens).
tlve, however, s an essentlal part of
belng an artist. The problem with sen-
sitlvity Is that it often gives way to

e}

‘artifacts

rate rendering? And so on.

lmSPJVSlT!V’lTY !k."a our life’s blood. It
pires us to look, study and express,
Expression, however, is insincere if it
{s not Initiated by the personal feelings
of the artlst, I was onco washing my,
hands at one of those round wash
baslns in public rest rooms. Suddenly
someone bumped into me. Startled, 1
turned to meet a blind man who was
trying to find the wash basin. As he
washed his hands next to me I became
fascinated with his hands, They were
dried, chapped and ruddy by reason of
his dependence on touch for sight. I was
30 moved as I watched thly wonderful
old guy (ofter off dragging his hand

wotTy, and I am no exeeption. agalnst the wall that I had to express
I worry about dumb things. I worry my feclings, Sinco I had no art materd-
. about stray dogs finding their homes, als with me, I pullad out a folded plece
: and stray cats finding my garage. I of paper and & pen and wrote a poem
worry about sclentists discovering that that started out as follows: “These cold
the combination of dlet pop and choco-  and calloused hands of me are reaching
Iate can be hazardous to your health. I+ out, that X might see, ¥ wonder what the
worry about what It would be like to sighted see, when they turn to look at
walch a rock 'n’ roll video and under- bllnd man, me . . .” Agaln I burry to
stand it. say I am no writer nor poct but scnsl-
My son's upstaira bedroom light Is tvity blessed the moment I washed my
constantly on. We call it Livonla’s eter-  bands nekt to that old blind man,
nal flame. 1 think his bedroom lght s So senslilvity Is great, worry Is not.
listed a3 a land mark for all incoming Sensitlvity insplves, which by definition
fiights to Metro Alrport. So now when means, “to breathe life into” and worTy

he does turn It off® . , I worry, In the  knocks the breath out of you, Sensltivi.

past I worrled about burglars breaking ty spurns you on to expression and wor-
into my home. But with our three-year ry stifles you for fear of fallure, I

remodeling and addition mess, 2 bur-
glar would probably feel sorry for us
and leave $20 on the kitchen table.
Sensitivity is the cructal part of an
artist. that causes Blm or her to look
and study objects rather than to only
“sce” them. Something as slmple as a

promise you that every pleture you
ever sketch, palot or render forces you
through a hole gamut of emotions,
First you are Inspired, then you seck
expression.

In artwork you next plck a medium
that will best mect the demends of

draped plece of white cloth can chal- your ablllty and emotion, It ia the exe-

lenge an artist. The artist looks at the cutlon that
cloth and asks, “How would I draw end up In
that?" Where is the light source and throes of expression an
where wlll the shadowa {all? What me-  through many emotional

caused many & picture to
the bird cage. During the
artlat goes
“highs” and

dlum would best lend itself to an accu- “Jows.” Throes 9 2 good word to use, it
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means: “the act of struggling with 'a
problem, task, ete.” The “strugale® iz
to make visual on canvas or paper the
cmotion that Inltlated the “taak"
Sometimes my students wlll say, “Gee,
I wouldn't worry over these pictures if
1 could draw like you.” This is certalnly
not true beeause I sweat out every. ple-
ture just like my students. As a matter
of fact a teacher atands to lose face by
a {allure more than a student. Probably
the dlffereace in the teacher and stu-
dent Is that the teacher ls sure that tho
task s worth whatever effort is re-

qulred and the student s unsurg that

the outcome will reflect his emotion or
abllity,

I your drawing or painting forces
you to entertain thoughts of quitting
and there isn't an art teacher in sight,
here's what to do.

First: walk away, have a coffee,
change the baby or walch something
educational on TV like “Hollywood
Squares” or “Green Acres” rermna, Sec-
ond: when you go back to your ar{work

ple up and show It lnm-'n mirror,
Wls will 1ovense - ioe . image and vy
times out of 100 will graphleally show

your error In proportion, structure or -

placement of subjects. Third: equint
your oyes, lhis will increase tha con-
trast which is basle for all artwork.

Contrast, deflnes tho abapes in black

and white plctures and reduces the
need for outlines, And In cqlor, render-
ing contrast Is essentinl for oot only
deflnition but balance. Remember con-
trast s the key to color, Fourth: fo
make necessary changes try placing
tracing paper over your ariwork and
trace only the best of your work.
Redrow tho areas that gave you trou-
ble then If everything looks good trans-
fer to a new piece of paper or canvas,

If nona of these tips help, then take &
Inrge marker and write across your
drawing or palnting, “You can't enjoy
winning ualess you occasionally fall.”
Then pin it up on your wall and when
you succeed on some future pleture you
will gee how far you have progressed.
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Farms Coloniel with tons of oxtras. -
Boveled Idaded french doore, Catho-
dral & studio ceilings, Ialand Kitchen,
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i
T

INDEPENDENCE COMMONS! Open to
Land Contract terma! lstand Kitchen,
8 bedrooms, over 2,800 &q. ft. immed}-
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viow, walk-out lower lavel with fire-
placa, wat bar and bath. Custom lake-
front home with everything at its besit
included.

628-9100
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perd ravino lo? with trces, recont re-

modoling, roc room effico and mora!
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‘ dows, more. Call for
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FARMINGTON GREEN! A.
home with many pius extras. Solarlan
kitchen flooring, great deck, bay win-
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private cul-de-sac fremes
sprawling - ranch prime Farmington
“Hills area. ‘Excellont valuc. .620-9100
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delightful

showingt
626-9100 $34,500

FARMINGTON HILLSI
home, walk to schools! Big country
kitchen, full brick fireplace, doorwall
fo large terrace. Recently updated.
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wlith
land-oplit avallable. Intriguing two
story bullt with quality. Land contract
avaliablo. 851-8100 $129,900
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UPPER STRAITS Loko & Boating privi-
lagos. Great for large family with five
glassed " porch, Went
Bloomfield Schmlﬁ. €626-9100 $80,000
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" park. Juat listed, won't (nat. m-pm

%
;
‘ i

ranch

ACROSS FROM golt ‘coursal
8 ¥ ok

Cuotom -

2 L Sty H v J
SYLVAN LAKE privileges Included
with chamming brick . home. Tennls

-courts, beachas, club house, all at

¥ B,
. 851:8100$35,800

FANTGHI Qood looking brick ranch

rour o

famliy - roem,
tond d

wWo! "
peﬂlo, _h

eaullfully

'+ - Schools. 8289100 $27,500

Far

rooms, nico patio, cus-
tom naturad flroploced femily coom,

owner transterred! CALL NOWI -
823-5100853800 . .




