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Attorney general ponders suit in tainted-gas case

{ By Gary M. Cates
» stalf wrlter

The former owner of the Urlon 76
Station at Plymouth and Levan roads

may be the subject of a class action
¢ suit nltinted by the Michigan Attorney
+ General's Office.
i The attorney general sent a notice of
1 intended actlion Tuesday to Leon Stone
t in regard to the sale of talnted gaso-

0.
Stone, who sold the statlon to Kelly

Ol}, coutd not be reached for comment
‘Tucsday.

The unludcd gasotine In question re-
portedly was sold at the station be-
tween March 4 and 14, Motorists who
bought the bad gas suffered damage to
their englnes, with repalr blils starting
at §500,

According the the Wuync County Alr
Pollution Cobtrel Unit, the gas con-

ed an mmyuhlc level of gum,
which when burned would damage fucl
intake valves.

In a time of crisis,
the family instinctively turns
t0 the church and ta friends,

H and 10 those institutions thut most aearly reflect

i their own feclings
The family that pauses

" fs demonstrating

liis calfed “Caring"™—
In this maaner lamily and friends

secks to provide a service
that is first and foremost

an exercise {n caring.
1t governs the way

we handle every detail
Because you care,

we care.
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to mark the passing of one of their own

anc of our culture’s noblest traditions.
W€ care.

the reflection of a sincere desire

to honor the memory of a foved one,
and to offer help to those who live on.
show that they care for one another.

And. in a like manner, the staff at McCabe .

2

Tho federal Enviromental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) also is conducting
testing of the fucl but hasn't released
any results a1 of Tuesday,

“We Ukely will {ssue wmeum:g in
the next week or 30, said Rlchard
Akerman, of the EPA's

regard to the bad gasoline sold In
March.

STONE WILL have 10 daya to con-
tact the state attorney generals offlce
before a class action sult is authorized,

to Fred Hoffecker, an asalst’

D.C. offlce.

Stone, who owns a chaln of stations
under the Thrifty Gas Stations name,
was clied carller this year by the EPA
on elght counts of havin,

g excessive
armounts of methanol alcohol in his luel .

and five counts of excessive amounts of
ethanol alcobol, He {aces {lnes of more
than $100,000 on those counta,
Akerman sald the EPA again !s look-
Ing Into the possibllity of eivil action in

Partial eclipse at el

By Raymond E, Bullock
spocial writer

The author is coordinator of the
planetarium and observatory ot
Cranbrook Institute of Science.

Should our local weather conditions

partlal
day, May 30, from 11:14 am. to 2:09

Ly An eclipsa of the sun occurs when the
moon, orblting around the earth, ap-
pears to cover the sun's disk, Since the
moon completes an orbit each month,
why don't wo have eclipses more often?

1t the moon's orbit exactly matched
the ecliptic (the sun's apparent path),
there would be a solar eclipse each
month. But the Iunar orbit is tilted five
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ant attorney gencral.

"n is our belief that the sale viclated
the Consumer Protection Act,” Hof-
lecker told the Observer Tuesday,

He-sald some 40 to 50 complainty’
about the gas sale have been lodged
with the attorney general's consumer
protection divislon, Stone reportediy
has referred requuia for damage relm-

to kis
American Shlcs Insurance.

degroes with respect to the sun, 80 the
moon must cross the ecliptic twlnc
each month. The ecrossing point fs
called a “"pode.” Most of the uma the
moon's orhit appears to pazs above or
below the sun. Only when the sun and
moon line up at a pode can an eclipse
occur.

IN ADDITION, the moon's orblt
drifts from year to year, causing tho

each May. Not only that, 'ahould sun
and moon reach a node at night (our
time) we obviously will not see the
eclipse, It will only be visible to people
on the daylight aide of earth, and oot
everyone on the daylight sida will see it
clther because tho shadow cast by the
moon is small.

Add to all these condltions the fact
that the moon's orblt around the earth
is not circular, but elliptical (oval).

LANDSCAPE PAD TO ASSIST TRIMMING AROUND SHAUS BEDS,
THORN TYPE BUSHES AND OTHER DIFFICULT CLEAN UP AREAS

“It I a bebt that the Insurance com-
pany i3 hedgg that triggered our ac-
tion,” Hotfeckr sald.

Tuesdny thathe company ks waiting
for test before scttliog any
clalras.

‘We are Wi for some chemlst to
tell us whe prodact cauzed the
damage,” Melk sald. “We can't pay

t di knont
.The May 30 ecll ocetirs when the
mnonlsluhr p&it from the earth.
‘The moon app ll.[ghuy smaller

the mid-polnt of the Hipse a littlo ring
of the sun will be {sible around the
moon. Thia type of elipse fa called an

“annolar eclipse,” frch the Latin word
a ring. Unfor-
st by the moon
people living

one has recelved lest results from his
agency. .
Melolk sald motorists waiting for

relmbursement  should contlnue to
“hang onto thelr bills unti the proof

comes in."

Hoficeker 2ald n class action sult
could be avolded {f Stone contacts the
attorney gencral's office and agrees to
work out an administrative settlement.

County officials earller sald motor-
ists who sustalned damago to thelr ve-
hicles because of the bad gas should re-
tain proof of their purchase, proof of
repalrs, and & statement from the
mechanic that ‘the gasoline was sus.
pected of causing the damages.

month

roughly along a line from Guadalafara,
through New Orleans, Atlanta and out
Into the Atlantic Ocean will see the an-
nulus. The farther from this line you
are, the leas of the sun will be ecli; .
From our arca, about 75 percent of the
sup wil) be covered.

THE ECLIPSE will begin at 11:14
a.m. Eastern Daylight ¢, as the
moon begins to pass across the face of
the sur. Maximum covering of the aun
(75 percent) occurs at 12:39 pm. The
eclipss concludes at 2:09 p.m. as the
moon drifts away {rom the sun.

‘Warning: Never look d.lrecdy at the
sun. Even a greatly ecll; un can
beam r.nough nllravlu;ct llght u cause
permanent unglasses do not
stop ultraviolet light. Solar filters, sold
withsi el

‘The best way to observe the cclipse
Ix to project the sun's image. This can
be done by using two pleces of card-
board. Make a plnhole in ono piece and
bold it at shoulder level with your back
to the sun, Allow the sunlight to pasa
through the holo 80 it shines on the sec.
ond plece of cardboard. Moving the
card closer together or farther
apart will decrease or increase the alze
of the projected Image. You will be
able to sce a blg “bite” missing from
the sun, A telescope also can be used te
project the sun onto a screen, but using
a telescope [n this way is hard on the
instrument and eyeplece because of the
tr heat buldup,

When viewed safely, an eclipse of the
sun is a very dramntic sight. Mny the
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