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KItChen SWltchln Doors open for do |t— yourselfers

By Richard Lech
staff writor

Have your kitchen eablnets been painted 50 many .

‘times 1t would take an archeologlat to detel

'(he original color? 8l Ftne
Arc the cabinets 5o small the shelves are hunch-

backed {rom overstacking?

i In other words, do you think it's time to remode]

your kitchen?

-1t 80, do you dare doit yourself?

B " Representatives of Kurtis Kitchen and Bath Cen-

tter In Livonia would say yes. They’ve made a thriv-

.lnx buslness out of catering to the do-it- -yourselfer,

“THE MAJORITY of peoplulns llruld ¢o instail
u:clr own cablnets,” Kurtls co-owner Len Nakisher
ot West Bloomfleld sald. “Wo teach them how to do’
i uhow them how simple it 1. And the !nvlnp is
K '

- “A ot of people aren't aware the profect can be
,u casy as it ly 1s,” Kurtls general manager
1Bruce Levine of Soumﬂcld sald.

1. Often, all It takes is the ability to use a tape mea-
siare, dritl and 2 screwdriver, plus the willingness to
1spend from one to three days wurklng on the job,
iLevine sald,

:- “Most people have doe projects around the
*house that are more time consuming, g a
faucet really is the most difficult partofit"”

MORE AND more pecple are? going the do-it-
ynurul! route, Levine sald, That bas been reflected
iin the company's rapld growth In past Icwzun
+during the height of Delml&’n recession, he sal
¢ Kurtls éxpanded slx months ago to the Livonia
-slte, 12500 Mertiman. The Livonia building is both
+n store and tho central warehouss for the chaln.

+The chain has five other stores in the Detroit nru,

+Including one In Farmington Hills,

The store Is designed to provide one-stop ahop-
plng, everything for the kitchen and bathreom bat
< the floors and eellingy, Levine sald.

‘The company advertises lizelf os the lnrge:t
bathroom and kitehen store {n the state.

“WE ADVERTISE that we're M.lnhlml larg-
est. And the Better Business Bureau and (State At-
.torney Geoeral) Frank Kelley wntch that kind of
u:l.ng pretty close,”
¢ The company sells to hora bulldcn, but 10 per-
cent of Its ‘sales are to homeowners vmhlus to do
‘lhclr own remodeling work, Nakisher sald. ™
* The Kurtis staif will gu!de the homeowner every
.step of the way through the remodellog process,
salth Kuortls will not do the installation wurk
-llsel! Nakisker sald.

Customers provide Kurtls with measurements of
thelr Kkitchen or bathroom, and the company pro-
_vldu them with the cabloets.

* "All of our people arc qualified kitchen design-
ers, We will design the kitchen for them,” Nakisker
Mld “If they are a lttle afrald of I.belr measure-
Zments we'll even come out to the house and double
scheck lhem

!:F'l‘fm:u:tomerhnmoddnpaeoloﬂﬂ

Kurtis’s carpeaters can locrease
to fit the space.

#izo of eablnet or coun '

“A lot of older buildings Anve welrd dlmmslm .
stang

*Wo can't totally revamp a lhlng,hunhmm-
tat of little tricks we can do to ald them In oddball
sltnations.”

Once ‘the homoowner takes the cabloets home,
it's just & matter of removing’ the cabinets from
! wngu and screwing them onto the wnlh, Lev-

nl 3 -

MORE OOMPLIOA‘I‘ED jabu might reqnlm
spending $100 for an. electriclan or plumber, but
#till the aavings are there, Levine sald.

.'The average cost of modernixing o kitchen and
putting In cabloets through a home improvement
company s $8,000 to 10,000, Nakisher uid. The
cost to do it yourself is $1,500, hamd.

Homeownera also can savc money by murlatlng
cabinets or slnks themsely
. “They’re saving $1,000 on lnbor. wblch many are|
yutung into higher quality of cablnets,” ch[nc’

II person doesn't waat to do the ork

Levine sald. “Twenty or 30 years ago, uotblux was .

'The majority of peopio
are afrald to install .
thoir own cabinets, We
teach them how todo
1t, show them how
slmple it {s. And the
savings is gmt.'
" —Len Nakishor

Kurtis Kllnhm and Bsth

kimself or can't because of a physical mealmcnl, .

pany will 5 who can do

the
the job.

‘THE NEW Livonia plant, which Rurtls lpent four
months converting from an old warehouse, has
f'!enty of stock on hand for remodeling work, ‘Nek-

The buudlng is 690-fect Joog ~ longer (ban two
foatball fields - and contalns $750,000 worth of
Inventory, Nakisher sald. Tho building’s stock re-
ceatly lncluded 8,000 kitchen cablnets and almost
4,000 bathroom vanities, he sald,

Because the company buys Its merchandise di-
rke‘::t undd_ln great volume, ll can sell for less, Nak-

“Our theme ly wholunle toall,” he said.

The building also has wurkshop arcas in which
refinishing and custom work are done. Besldes sell-
ing goods from major manufacturers, Kurtis also

manufactures its own office furniture, countertops, ||

sets, nnd wall
‘units, all out of Formica. .

ALTHOUGH most bathroom remodeling doesn't
Inctude the bathtub, the company still aclis a sur-

pﬂalng oumber of ba'.hhlbs, Levine sald. Blg sellers

are Fiberglas and PVC tubs with walls that eliml-
nate the need for bathroom tile,

Nakisher awns the storc with Lou Kurtls and his
sons Howard and y Kurtis, The elder Kurtls
started the store 18 years ago in Warren strictly as
a wholesalo distributarship,

Two years later, Nakisher, who was tralned as a
bortleulturist, sold & retalling garden center ho had
been running. Kurtls asked him to joln his compdA
ny. ¥

l.un Nuklnhnr, ono._of the ownora of
Kurtls Kitchon and Bath Conlor, ﬁnn

- mado a thriving bus); out of
to tho do-It. home dal

’The Kids on The Biock’ meet
.Tr| -county Brallle Volunteers

Crnmman nt Kurtla Litchon and Bnlh Contor's leonla atore and
m alze reoma.

Stafi photos
by Art Emcnuste

INTERNATIONAL INDEPENDENT SCROOLS
PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION
FOR HIGH SCHOOL S'E’UDENTS

¢ Nardln Park Brallle huscﬂben
osted the anoual meeting of Tri-Coun-
Brallle Volunteers this spritg when
they iIntroduced the braillists to “The
,Kld; on the Block.”
. The near-llfesize puppets who make
Yp The Kids on the Block bave been
hround alnce the malnstreaming move-
ent began, mslng the lrnn:lIInn of.
Emdlcnp into

speclal problem into melrdxu.
“One of the keys to making this

is that the children are I.nvmd,
encouraged, o interrupt our skits at
any time with a question,” Nowland
sald. “Tha skits, which come with the
purchase of the puppet, are written ex-
pllduy to spur questions.

AIELLO, a tonnu spo-
clal: In- Washiny

lhe stu-

[ems of the handicapped.
“The Klds on the Block have been In
inost of the schools in Oakland County
nd even most of the schools In Farm-
ington school distriet, so our students
know who théy are. But If you ara of an
hge that doesn't keep you in touch with
gchool chlldeen, 1t s unllkely that
u've ever seen them,” sald Fran
Eonclger, president of the host group.
' Donna Nowland and Kathy Kaialey,
teacher consultants for Oakland County
$chools, program a couple of Kids on
he km?ekk. shows l}]ntou,ﬂnclr reguhmr >
“Work-wi generally response
luchcn who will bo medvlnx achild

H Mamthansodnmworhho und
pecial events are available at the

C Center for the
jummer sesslon beginning the first

. August.
" % In-person registration at the center,
- 44705 Farmington Road; will ﬁ: 68

icnu with wmc of the special prob--

- handicap our children were most lkely
-to coms into’ contact with; most llkely
1o bave tbe moet qmsﬂonl about,”. .

- etk of June and running through mid

cher gto,
D.C., created her first puppet show in
1877 to combat (.he lcus and apprehen-

“Some of the newer puppets for sale
-are overwelght; are adopted; have dia-
betes. Thosa are valld problems for

kids, blit we are concerned with the
new child In the class who must wear a
t, ur Is ln & wheelchair, or is

blind,” she.

Al of tlm -uu are written for the
non-handicapped png;:‘t to ask lho bh-
tant questitns
want to ask, of the Ium!lupped pnppet
in & one-to-cne dialogue,

'nm lkluldu their }ob well, as them is

slons

the handicapped. Snu reu:\de

the maoufactaring
b

different puppets to school districts In
every: mw aod el;hl other countries.

 Oakland mmy owns Alx puppets,
soma hud!capped. s0mo  non-handle
capped.
‘We chose tbe uppets, all of whom
have names, Alzup. glxwﬂu. with the

Knuley

umtbyl.tndlbeﬁn.nmlmm
to the staff. Karen Lhyle will return

wtcachmhchnlqu;(ﬁ:htucbat.pm'm

ents, scout leaders an

Is much easier to talk to a doll with,
what might.be nn awkward

uun wllh & real person,” Nowland satd.

taneously the puppetoers must

not on!y be 'keenly: alert, but well-..

mcdlnmdertohelhlehmu-nu

.
them, Knlsl nld.uun -n a.
stopped them, Knlsley o ks

. time when she certaluly had
aback. -

Ono child asked, “Would It be euler
to be blind or duﬂ "

ATHE CENTER . adds. m edlnduuhllnnclglm?orlha,
workxhops to 1ha l.lne-vp on such sub- . clblo‘u!avulon u{ﬁvncntu. Lll; .

THE 'mx-counw Brallle Volun-
teers {3 made up of brallllsts who are
afflliates of the sisterhoods of Congre-
gation ‘Beth Shalom, Temple Emanu-
El, Congregation Shaarey Zedek,
pla Bam-m Congregatlon

nsr!ga!lnn Beth Achim and
le\ Istael; the Grosse Pointe
rllﬁe Club and Nardin Park Brallle

ln the area of education, the mcm-
bers furnish Brallle taxtbooks, lns!
tion manuals and specialty mhjccu.

“Tte whole idea behind thix 1a that It - 522 "&:"h muslc or lmg lan.

uculampblc&
% In!heamolctremtbcybavn!un-
nished “programs aod_agendas, hand.

books and manvals ‘and pro(mloml,

papers.”
For pemnn! needs’ u:oy have
lmlllad ‘everythln,

g from greetiog -
hrd:loeookboolq cn(tpaucm:w

&ddtmbooh.

The nquem for’ nrvlm are fllled
lor echools, llbnrls, commnnlty agen-
lnd IIIII.

-reer
Moate Nagler, fust rcturned from

at

'una 6 and contince until claxs maxi-
_ mums are .
.mwmuwiumuwldumnd"
'mb}omwnn lelsure summer bours
“hile donlopln]
kills,

interests 'and

.tha Ui Peninsala, lanplng.
m.g"i@m "

: Lictode:
; lmumtbyumhwuddwhu

“

ate astronomer, Who
ot Mtbcmenwh-lnly
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250 Entries from 15 Counmes -
Jurled and Prized
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