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By Mattie Greana

* Don't be surprised If you hear bagp!, at Derby
Middlo School In Bl ﬁ:m. apipes

1,
Seottizh extraction, teaches students bow to play
ere.

He's been playing for 12 years and heads hiy oon
plnyed before Presldent Gerald Ford end the

. ataff writor . L

Sclence teacher Willim O'Dofinel & man of -

Michigan Scottizh Pipes and Drums Band. He has *

HE'S TAUGET more unn'm students end some
of his students are teaching others. Ho taught all
thabu:p!paﬁnhhblnd.o\mberothhmdnu
have entered wmpeullm

Over the years ho has tralned about 7n people.
*“There is a rather high attrition rate becavse it
-takes dedication to learn the instrument,” sald
ODonnell. O'Donnell sald he's bad about 20 stu-
denta who bave stuck wilh it. "A pipe band Is tmde-

Crown Prince of Japan and
He nover expected all this anﬂvlty ODonnell
noted, “I was just purzuing my own {ntevest.”

ODonnell sald ho has always been fascinated
with bagplipes. The fascination comes from having
a father, an ex-military man, who loved to listen to
bagplpe music, mach to the dlxmay of his neighbor,
#aid O’Dounell, 48, Bla {ather was In the §2nd Black
Watch chjmenl of Scotland durlng World War 1.

“I ALWAYS wanted to play, but where does one
go and laam to play bagplpes?”® asked O'Donnell,
His only musle experlence was “foollng aromnd
wlthll"rwr.h Horn asa kid.”

. He finally realized his drenm when be came to
teach at Derby 11 1970 and met bagpiper and tcach-
er Hans Jens, who was more than hnppry to teach
him how to play.

Once proficient, he began glving prlvnm lessons.
throughout tha trl-county area threo years ago and
then decided to offer the Ieasons in one place,

He suboequently met with officlals at the Qr-

chard Rldge Campus of Oaklend Community Col-
lege aod approached them with the {dez of havinga
course ln bnaplpu. He intended to start with about

. Dell, The students range {o -xo from 8 to 74.

. the written music was destroyed.

and people who hava difficalty recepting
lhltwl.ndupbgl.nggypslu moving(mnbandw

BAGPIPERS ARE - a multi-ethnlc mix and not
limited to the Irish or Scottish, “We have people
from all walks of life learning to play,” said Q'Don-

Depending on abillty and persisience, studenta
can]eam!oplny we}.lllurnyurudnhxu.'m
urse, you're always leaming and improving,”
O'Donndl #ald, In fact, once the le learned to
play well, 0'Donnell bad (o decide what to do with
them and he decided o form hia own band.

Most bagplpe music ia traditional, banded down
orally, and often ambellished by band directors,
During the mid-1740s, the Bcotthh were subjected
to harsh rulers and the playing of bagpipes and the
‘wearing of kilts &yas strictly forbldden and mud: of

A person could be haiged for plnylng bam:x;us,
sald 0'Donuel), He sald his nelghbor ‘may wish the
law was still in effect. “My wife likes bagpipes
fried,” sald 0'Donnell. Ho adds, sho's tolerant of his |
playing. The O'Donnells live In Bloomfleld Town-
ship.

learn blqplplng.

O'Donnell's students (from left) Stuart Buue!l. fon chklo and Bllpmn . pg man
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wmlnm O'Donnull, a m:lcnr,o eonchon hu puyed L bnnpim batere Prosldcm Cerald Ford and the Cromn
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EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second in a se-
ties of storles about the candidates who are
running for the Farmington Board of Educa-
tion in the June 11 school election,

By Tom Baer
stalf writer
There's a young Buck in theraenlm-uutnn mn
Farmington Board of Education,
The candldate’s name happens to be Buck — J.
Thomn Buck of Farmington Hills — and, at 28, be
deed. the youngest of flve candidates who
g for the two o] on Farmington's

e Iop two vote getters in b Monday, June 11,

edtion will each serve four-year terms on the sev.

en member board, which sets  policy for the 10, WO-
——

mdcnﬂmoo
mgchnck,lnhunmh-ylorabvmimL
claimed & *'vested Interest” in the Farmington Pu
lic Schools becausarhis 2-year-old son A.udmw
.would one diy attend-them,

“My vested Interest is that my son is golng to be
in that school system In a couple of years,” sald

Buck, “and I'd like to get involved to nuke srelt  J, Thomss Buck
can do for him what I think 1t should youngest of five candkiates
+tho best education o 4 .
Bnck. who rurs &n education training pro- .
P ﬂa "y Mown'aam;’nd Mh‘; m;:dl:

‘ontlac, points to his \J 10 . L
"Iheuhuolbondwouldﬂndvnlublo.” h ol board race
' BEFORE JOINING (m. Bnck worked at 2 sav- sc o -
ings and loan for'two years, galning experience in [N oo N

- aod At the  mill Increase”), Buck sald he'a “not sure” he'd
Ponuac plant, be bas worked in tho “oqual opportu- . make it & campaign issue,

y area,” while' becoming involved lo employee “Prm trying to find some basic mipport In other

bcneml and labor relations. areas,” be said. “T'm not sure my ; um is golng

An active member of the Farml voh:uwhovoucvery

the Jay-

cees, Buck heads up & “development prégram” for

that club,"He has also been lovolved in Junlor
Achievement programs,

Asked to name some local school Lssues, Buck

sald he was mod tbwl “a lack of lavolve-

“1 gon't see (hé cmnmmluy getting Involved with
board

“When you're running agalnst'a t board
president {incombentt Helen Pmlal),l?fA pmﬂ
dent (Raxanne trick) and others are very
muchﬂedmmlhomlmtun.yw‘wmmlmk
uplomnothcrnvmm v

| BUCK u.\unnawmm be:pauﬁnz!ohdﬂmn—.

the " he sald. “When they (lLe butlll:IQMuyuunhLIum algn.

board) wero talking about a tax Incresse, very few My energy lovel pmuyhln."beuid. “Tte

people came to the meetings o their con-  way my p-lnls:o!nzwhawln:ohmu
ctnu],y“ ] . pabl Boaring, ocly dos -"’"m:"ﬁ‘;{m, Fiaecs of having maon thy bosre
A at a rocen c 08 08

person cpoke against tho revesue-producing 13- structure of my campaign, I'geess, is get. .
bmeuo tly passed by th ungotber emvulved.mhvmztbmm
« surprised at {Bat,” Buck oald. - still morq people lnvolved ; ;

“T asked tho board at the last : h

evidencs do you have that the communliy suppocts "The RBucks — Tom, Karen .ndhuhyAndn'--‘

\or does not 'suppost the lnnembdéu umundumumw for the pest fivo. .

What you beard at the pobllc haaring? "Buck’s parents are both graduates of Farm-

orMuanndvhurymuwnndwtwhmlha

- “They t k

Kurprised me. I'd think they'd do some kind of poll, ~ -
com . the Alr
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