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ON'T DONATE to the Detroit Zoo-
% 9 logleal Park. Your “adopt an an-
k3 imal” coatribution would go into
the clty's geaeral fund. No chimp
) wuuld get an extra banana, No lon would
get an additfonal hunk of meat.
& The zoo'Is a department of city govern-
faent whose budget is set by the mayor

., wmyzawy

dnd council at about $6 miltion. Your $1 .

gift wouldn't ralse it to $8,000,001. You
would simply (ree up city money to be
used elsewhere,
» Contributions 1o the Detrolt Zoologlcal
Society, on the other hand, do go directly
o the 200 — to feed the animals and im-
rove their environment. No zoo any-
fhere operatcs on its own parking, ad-
tnisslon and concesslon revenues. The De-
troit Zoo has been operated half on reve-
fiues, half on a city subsidy — and the elty
eserves that much credit.

Only 25 or 30 percent of zoo visitors are

troit residents. Detrolt officials have
Iﬂg,her prlodllm than a zoo in Royal Oak

bus rides, rents,
pmmoung boxing, aiding the Africana
World Theme Park Cultural Complex
within the eity. -
¢ BUT THE Z00, which Young refers to
as a clty “jewel, » iz tarnished. It can't
earn accreditation by.the Américan Asso-.
tlation of Zoological Parks and Aquari.
yms, It has had to close exhibits and
struggles to keep up its facilities.

It would be no disgrace for Detroit offi-
clals to admit they can’t keep the place
going properly any more - as they did
with the Maybury TB hospital and as they
are trying to do with the DeHoCo prison
— and turn it over to someone else.

Few citles run zo0s any more, Toledo in
1882 turned over its zoo to the zoological
soclety, and voters have approved two tax

E.’prupo:mla = countywide, Brookfleld Zoo
Chlcago is ‘pald for by a -countywide
gency and run by a private soclety. The

Sincl.nnau 200 Is paid for by a county tax -

’_mzd run by a private soclety. Baltimore on
£4uly 1 will tern over its zoo operations to
‘ r:x private soclety.
“f In Milwaukee, the 200 13 a county oper-
' “ation. In Cclumbm S.C., It's a two-county
r.nperaﬁon. Detroit is o rarity, an ana-
-chmnlsmt,‘mhavlngnzoouadtyde
X
-4 IT 18 NO solution for the state to plck
,;xp part of the city’s $3 million-plus cost.
F“As new. moncy comes in, the city would
wosimply. charge. part of its police budget,
] )art of lis lnw deparhneni budget,.pan of |

2
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7 o v:srr the -Detroft Zoo is to be
- reminded of an ailing, aging ani-
I .mal —ab awgnnisma(mcwd
q by dchmtnunz
7% Detrolt's pon-accredited -zoo doean't
sun’er alone: ‘Money problems. gnavw .2t
Ejooa nationwids,, drresting. thelr growih,
r(ﬂ' uom, ezu.us away at them, Numezous °

m-;ml.!a:mmad.buuewmean-

amooth galling for the opetnuon of a pub-
<e, multi-million dnllar facility,
F 48' governmental’ entitles,’ mony . zoos

h.:va partnars [n “zoalogical socl.
‘most have too few  who
ltqgnt’tle,ln Hevi

,‘A team a
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The zoo needs society
support, new operator

its council budget, part of the mayor’s
budget, part of the planring budget — any
overhead expense a financlal mind ean
think of - agninst the zoo.

‘That i3 no idle speculation. Experiencc
shows us that Detrolt has dope precisely
that with its institute of arts, its main 1i-
brary, its water and sewerage Depart-
ment and anything else for which it re-
ceives state ald or suburban funds,

This year Gov. James J. Blanchard pro-
posed $1.5 million in state ald for the zo0.
Wisely, the Michigan Legislature wants to
specify the money as a capital grant, g0
that we taxpayers can see what we are
getting for our money, and not watch it
disappear lnto lhe jaws of the city ndmln-
istration.

We urge the Legislature to remaln vigl-
lant and not vote any operating money for
the Detroit :

200,
THE ZO0O NEEDS a better governance ~

system than operation and subsidy by a
cit;

Y.

The possibilities are many: a state com-
mission, an existing agency such as the
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan  Authority
{metroparks), a team effort by Wayne,
Oakland and Macomb counties, or a pri-
vate agency such as the Detroit Zoological

ety. .
State Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmington
Hills, has proposed the Senate establish a
committee £ think out the problem. So it
should. Other thinking groups such as the
Metropolitan Affairs Corporation and the
League of Women Voters should put their
* minds to work, too.
WE APPLAUD the recent efforts of the
Detroit Zool Society to r
itself. This private soclety, whlch founded.
the Detroit zoo and gave it to the city in
the 19203, had become lethargic, Many lo-
cal foundations and corporations donate to
2003 elsewhere and aren't even solicited
by the Detroit Zoological Soclety.

Robert S. (Doc) Willson, the Livonla
veterinarian who i3 the zoo's retired di-
* rector, now s working with the soclety to

increase membership from. 2,500 to

15,000, Until a new governance system is

tn place, the best hope of zo0 lovers Is to
uy membenzhlps In the Detroit Zoologi-

m;l Society, PO Box 8327, Royal Oak

48608,

That way the animals — not clty bu-
reaucrats — will get the benefits of peo-

ple 's contributions. - .

- Obawnra .,

mnm and. zoo. probably would be
am congortium’s charter members.
Its omclnlz clalm a fiow of new exhibits is
crueinl to the survival ul 2008, Munbers
of a consort could hibit

| WHILE WAUKEE Counly's 200 l!
hcallhlc: than Dehvll’l. "survlvm" is the

. adjective Underkofler ascribes to it
. Among the Detrolt” Zoo’s maladles:
crurnbling and closed exhiblts; chronic
wunderfunding -and a shrinking finanelal
base; a veterinary hospital in dlsrepair;
.and -slashed stafflng, animal purchases,
educational programs, marlcung and
pmmounnal e(fom.

pproach to Zoo probiems

It makes sense for Mldwuu:rn 2008 to
consolldate efforts, share strengths, work
on wenknessea and tackle financial trou-
bles as a group. ly, private col-
leges have benefited from the consortium
approach. - .

Zoos could, too. . .

: . — N.D. Bilon Wud
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Memories °
of my zoo
roar back :

WOKE UP to the peacock’s shrill call,

- The llons’ roar invaded my last

moments before sleep,

On at least one.occasion, T was
ordered 1o remain indoors because a witd
animal was on the loose.

No, this was not darkest Africa but the
Detrolt suburb of Huntington Woods,
where I grew up a street away from the
Detrolt Zoo.

The z00, was an integral part of my
childhood.

IN THOSE days, it was closed durlng
the winter months. And one of our prime
adventures was to sneak in under The
fence and investigate the zoo in hlbcma-
tion.

That hole under the fence was delll
ately dug out and sheltered from pryl g
cyes. Only the “in" kids knew where it was
-~ and each had a responsibility to mqip-
taln its camoflauge after use. -

The keen-eyed maintenance force knew
enough to check out that north fence ona -
regular basls. But each time they filled-in

“our hole,” we mbmhed a new beach-
head, .

THE FENCE HOLE :was useful in se&~
son, too. Although In those days zoo al-
* mission was free to pedestrians, it’ a a loig
way from mid-Huntington Woods
10 Mile Road entrance when yoll re & ud
* walking on a hot day. -

The z00's opening each spring was
equivalent to the first Tiger game of the
year in our neighborhood. The sense of an-
ticipation rippled through .our grade

* school — Washington School in Royal Oak.

Everyone ‘'knew ~that at the close of
classes that day, every kid old-enough:to
come and go on his' own would head (or
thezoo.

We watked there in small, congen!nl
herds, not unlike some of the animals we
would see. The 2o traln ride was always
the first activity, But then came the ago-

gdecl:lon of which stop to get off nl

THE MONKEYS, the lions and ugum,
the bears, the hippos and the elephantsi—~
.in their wonderful naturalistic settings~
were always. the favorites, Giraffes amd
_rhinos ran a close second.

Don't overlook the elegant old bird-
house — looking like a small temple (in-
deed, the architect had. planned Detroft's

'Holy Reedeemer Church). And the Yeptile
. hut zet off the beaten path, where they let,
" you hold ‘the long, scaly snakes — H it
. wasn't too crowded.

Which attraction did you head lor flrs!
which did you savor for laat?

Then there was the Vernors-on-tap to
be tested to see if It met last year's stand-
ards. And the roasted peanuts 1o be bought
— allegedly for the animals — but most
ended up ina hurnan stomach.

" DON'T FORGET the moukey show, it

you had the time and money.
If not, jumplug off the big rocka on ghe

gramy expanse between the hig cats amd

monkeys was almost as much fun —

one of our group fell'and broke a bunc,

‘. Thers was bever a . qQuestlon whemao

take out-of-town visitora: Even as a high

‘school "and. college student, moved {riin™

Huntington Woods, I-mado it a pol

- visit the 2oo each year. .

And when my busband and I Lived

first stops. . "
;X ADMIT pot havlnu
wyemnechudiu:molde

htha wtara'Y. n m
closed; !Mnﬂoon, then thewko
“*110po that fate doesn’t bef




