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~ Young animals aro most often assoclated with

summer, We think of blrds pesting and rafsln

yuung and of catu-plunu mnumomhudng into bul-
huring warm weather,

Lu! wnekcud however, I had an opporlunny [}
soe a young great horned ow] and a young fox squie-
rel The owl was still 1a the nest, but during the
provious week Its nestmate had dey

The adults had begun pesting In Febnury, hag *

completed thelr duties a4 parents end wero forelng
the young to live on thelrown. -
THE YOUNG ll]ulrxv.l was exploring our back- "
yard with his mother, Ho was tho same color s (he
. adult but much amaljer,’

1 could also identify it a3 a youngster by the way
he jumped 2long the ground. Theré was see hesita-
tion In his movements in contrast to the amooth,
confident coordination of the adult.

I noticed the squirrel’s inexperieace in another
way, too. When ha climbed a tree to follow his
‘mother, ho was véry dellberate and cautious. It was
comical to compare the swift grace of the adult —
with perfect coordination between front and back -
{ect — to the youngster.

g squirrel would reach forward and
geab hold with its front feet. Then a notlceable In-
stant later, the back legs secemed to bounco upward
more than necessary before they grabbed bold of
- the troe, thus allowing the frout feet to reach for-
ward agala,

' It was like a human ch.ud ralsing his feet hlgk as
. ke walks, in order to make sure he doesa’t stumble
on the ground,

. ALTHOUGH THE squirre] is only. 2% months
©0ld, his hasie abilitles to climb are evident. He just
nud.spracﬂcewpcrtac t his akill, - .
“The zame will be true of his ability to open
-acorns or walnuts to get the rich meat inside,
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Young squirrels can npcn the hard coverings, | but
only alter practice ard experimentation can thoy
open them wllh minimal effort.
Ildtpmdwhenluwthhywng!n;qdrm{
my yard becausa I
whenhuwujuhmtchlnhh aryu.
Often whilo eating lunch in Janvary, I wou!d
watch bls parents run up and down ou!
spiral path Uke a barber’a pole. They went up lnd
down at full speed, ted by only & tall
Then in late Feb ¥ watched the parents be-
gln bnudlng & stick-lenf nest In the crotch of our
red maple tree, ‘This was the youngster's world un.
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Commission for develop~

ment projects. The com-
- mlssion approved a total

of $4.2 million for alrport
- development projects in
. slx countles.

Planned  projects In-

clude:

. © Detroit Metropoll-
. tsa Wayne County Alr-
. port, Wayne County — '
~ An  allocatlon  of
. $1,454,000 for apron re-

construction, taxiway

construction and rehabill-

tation, security

tlon" ares conm'ucu:m
~ and pew' snow .removal
~ equipment. The project
' nclades $918,000 federal,

$43,000 state “and
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1 W?ne =~ Anallo-
‘» of lﬂﬂ 300 for ac-
, cess'road improvements,
' taxiway odge Jighting acd
- bullding . demolit! 0& tg!
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: gonémon of the access
- roads on the west side of

lhenlrpurt.
The project Includcs
$660,000 * federal, $8,300

:uu: and $259,000 local
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rt, Oakland County
< .An -allocatlon of
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