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Mercy chamaonsmp makes hi S’E@W

By Chris McCosky
staff writor

' . The sun cracked through the sky for
the first Ume all week. The tempera-
tures, which had been hovering In the
low 40-degree range, suddealy leaped
into the 705, God and Mother Nature
must have known Thuraday was a spe-
clal day.

‘The occaslon: The first-ever Catholic
‘Lengue girls soccer champlonship
played at Farmington High School be-
tween Farmington Hllls Our Lady of
Mcrcy and Blrmingham Marian ~ a
historic event.

When it was over, Walt Bazylewlcz,
director of the Cathotle Lezgue, handed
out the flrst champlionship trophy to
the marcon team ~ Mercy, a coifec-
tlon of recreation-league players that
coach Gene Fogel threw together for
the first time and molded into one of
the best teams In the state.

On this Thursday afternoon, with
God and Mother Natum md!nung from
above, Merey got two goals from fresh-
man Kathy Rush — an upexpected
hero — and a 4-2 win.

FOGEL RAISED the trophy trjum-
phantly over his head, flashing it be-
fore his applauding plnyels and then to
the Marlins’ appreciative fans — Jt was
a great moment for the first-year
coach and team.

“That i3 one great coach,” sald Mari-
an head man Terry Dilworth polating
toward Foge). “The job he did this year
with a first-year team was ju:! super.,
T've never seen anythlng like it.

Here's why Ditworth, 2 man who has
done q\llte a Job himself (18-2 overall
record, radked No. 10 In the state),
prnlscd Fogel: Mercy was 13-4 oyerall

on the year, ranked No. 8 [n the state, -

and at one point had an 11-game win-
ning atreak. The Marllne won 12 of
their Iast 13 games.

Marian came Into the championship
game "with a perfect 7-0 Catholic
League record. Mercy wits 6-1, losing
to Mar{an early In the season 54 But,
in the historic flnale, Mercy was the
domlnant team.

“The momentum swung back and

sgccer

forth, but they deflnitely had more mo-
mentum,” Dilwo;
ter team than we nhownd‘l:erﬁ MA{’
But, the frightening thing ercy
also a better team than they showed
toda;

9.

Mercy was all over the ball. Mnrlan
beeause of the Marlin tenaclty, never
got into lts offensive flow. The Marlins
outskot Marian 20-10,

“Wa were able to control the ball bot-
ter in the midfield in our flrst game,”
Dilworth sald. “We didn’t at 2l today.
Usually we don’t have any problems in
that avea,”

SAID FOGEL: “We thought getting
them on a bigger fleld would be to our
advantage because of our apeed. An-
nette (Rugglero, Mercy’s all-Catholie
balfback) Is a terrific ball handler,

figured they would try and double and 804

triple team her. I didn't want her to
dribble the ball too muck. Instead, we
worked on through-| . en the
defense came lhc:u'. l:n. Annctte, she
passed over on the wing.

That strategy worked for Mercy's
firat two goals. At 13:30 mark of the
first half, Rugglero, the Gatholle
League's leading goal scorer, slipped a
through-pass to Rush. Rush drilled
shot that Marfan goalie Lisa Riker got
a pleca of, but the ball trickled in be-
hind her,

Five minutes mlm.cr Rush aeogr;ld
again, taking another pass from Ruggi-
c;'t: then breaking In from about 40
ynrd.! out. She beat Riker cleanly this

Iu been a disappointing year for
Rush. A promlsing freshman, she
uvmdu:alustuucygoa!everin the
team's flrst league game against Mari-

=

an. But after the fast start, she injured pro
gly. She,

her ankle and played sparini
was all smlles, however, after Thurs-
day's game.

Maran got back In the game with
eight minutes left In the half, Junlor

sald. “We are a bet-+ 9.

Julie Christ {p krist, rhymes
with twist) broke away from the Marlln
delense from about 20 yards, She broke
inena wugh aogle to the leit of Mercy
goalle Betsy Eads, but tucked the bail
deftly Inside the far goal post to mako
the score 2-1 — that's how the half end-

MERCY. REGAINED Its two-goal
margin just 1:18 into the second half,
Amy DeMattia blistered a shot from
the corner, about 10 yards {o the right
of the goal, which deflected off a Marl-
an de(mder past Riker,

e goal secmed to jolt Mardan, It
began carrylng the play to Merey {ur
the flrat time. Julie Sisneros banged
close-ln free kick, but Eads made n
sprawling save.

Then Mercy defender Elalne Men-
tambeau made a play that may have
taken the wind out of Marian's salls,
Shannon Bessette fired a shot past
Eads. But Montanbeau, playing on the
opposlte side, came back to head the
bul!anny {rom ‘the net saving a clach

Fogel sald in a)l seris “Whea the
play s coming down one wing, we want
our weak-alde fullback to drop back
Into the weak-alde part of the goal.”

If Montambeau's ‘th dhtn': clinch
It, Rugglero’s goal dld.” Rugglero was
awarded 2 penalty kick, and from 10
yards out, made no mistake, She drilled
a low, hard shot past Riker.

With two minutes left, Marfan's Ra-
chel Brochert pleked up tho ball from &
scramble in front of the Mercy net and
flred 1t bome for the final tally of the
match.

“The girls were really anxlous to
play Marian again, Fogel said. “They
beat us, ironieally, on Friday the 13th’
(of Aprll) on & muddy field. I think the
glrls thought they cotld beat them. Ev-
eryone played excellently, Thls Is &
vcrydhappy moment for us, I'm very

‘You might want to save thls article,

gk question Is sure to become a popu-

via teaser: Who won the first.
ever Calhollc League girh soccer
champlonship?

“We worked on that play nll week,* :
ousness,

R T

h%; n”‘:h_lj /

Marlin Kathy Rush, a freshman, had a big day
Thursday agalnet Ktarlan. Wlisalng much ¢f tho

scason with en anklo (njury, Rudh scored two

TOM DAERVstatt phatographor

goalo to got Mercy off and runninu in the Catho-
tic Lonnuo champlonship mulch Morcy won 4-2,

Hawks win final race, EE@ Falcons in WLAA

By Chris McCosky
staff writor

A wise coach once sald: “If s and
buLl were nuts and mdy. we'dall have

crry Christmas.!
Wel.l, 1f Farmington's best burdler
bada't false started in the 300-meter

hurdles, {/ Farmington's 1,800 rclay-

team had at least placed, {f P

ton Harrison's 1,600 relay had taken

lirst, Farmlogton
would have won tho Western Lakes Ac-
tivitles Associstion girls track meét
Wednesday at Livonta Slevmn.

But, I.hcy dida’t,

Instead, a fired-up band “of Hawks
from Harrison rallied from a 10-palnt
de!ldt In the final event to earn a tle

ma Fllcons. Botb Farmington and
the league mect
title wu.h 83 poinu each.

Walled Lake Western, Western Divi-
slon durl meet champa and a pro-meet
favorite, placed third with 72 polnts,
and could sing their ofm ifs-and-buts

second instead of

song. (if thelr best sprinter, perhape the -
best aprin

ter In the meet, hado'
suppednndlallen,e!c.) .

' STEVENSON, LAKES . Dlmlon

.:rm. Fulnon roafty can lly. anlng!on'- &nmbu Shlvm lnpcd 83 w:dn‘ulny to-take Vlrol in tht hgh lump at the WI.AA glm lrmk

N

e

girls track |

' burdles (15.06),"the 300 hurdles (44, 03)
and the 400 dash (56.64).
‘The meet came down, as all gwd
mxdn:u go, {0 the ﬂ:;‘l eveat — 1,600
y. ‘armington a 10-palnt edge -
over Harrison and Wectcm at that
polet, but Farmington coach
‘Young kncw his team was In trouble.

'l flgured with four events to go It
would bs hard to be beat us,® he aald.
“But, then we bad some
trouble in the 300 hardles and in the

events®

Farmington's Jenny Lindbert and
Cburv:hllhlnlloﬂechbnvabeennube
top of the 1,600 and 3,200 rankings
msauhwilh Llndbmh dln; & allghl

" lo's day. She won the l.m Tt uu,
unmn.

two seconds ahoad of
3,200 (n u«auz, ur ahead Llndbm
— scoring 2 the . Chargers’ sa
polnts.”

Thll

WE !lA mils
(l I!Oﬂ-melu) relay team M 3

\year,

uld.'Ilﬂdn’texpee:to place.
‘Wemnnddhoplutbnlwmm
‘would beat Harrison”

It didn't bappen. 'rraq
Cbristle, Carol
comb bﬂmaht

Evd. Ecth
and Jamle Hol-
unu:u- 3 tho fin- -

By Rlcht\-mon
staff writor

,Randers ra!ly from;

bomer in the third lnnln(w gve West.

ern what nppeared be an lnsure
13-0 Jead, W '

- Wi fur-
‘4 district wlugfest at Canton, but; tbtcklntbuw
"" m#back!:“ ‘“s:«z per atarted tbo rally with
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