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Ingrid Racka lived in
Gormany for two
yoars a while back,
80 while sho studied
pymnastics thero,
she had an opportu-
nlty to compote on an
. internationa) baais.
This fall she’ll be en
Western Michigan
University’s team
while she pursucs a
career in communl-
cations, .

# Gymnastics cl’ass of’g4

Winning te

By Loraine McClish

" alaff writar

1 Dennia Spencer had a theme song for the weck,
1t would probably be “Graduation Daya are break-
ing up that old team of mine.”. |

Spencer’s lament Is bittersweet. The old team

bas been a winning team for the coach at Farming- *

ton G Cmtcr,cioan f have been
with him zlnco he open: e gym four ycars ago
and have been racking up medals and awards ever
since. And be calls all of thern his frieads, =
Yet, ho says, “All of them have boen pursucd by
calleges all during their last year of high achool and
all of them are getfing full-ride scholarships, All of
them took the grand tours on campuses all over the
country. This Ls tke pay off for al] thelr hard work.

“I have flve senlors on my team and five of them

are golng to tho college of thelr cholce; they've
been ible to choose the college and the gymnaestics
program and the coach’ they most want to work
with.

“They are all good competitors. They are all
highly motivated and they are all golng to do well”

The gymaonsts who are leaving the Farmiogton
Gymnastics team Lo scatter from here to Callfornla
after graduatfon are Ingrid Racka,

chall,
Mazel,
"RACKA AND Mazel are the only two of ‘the

rd-winning gymnast who will stay
together. The two, who have been teammates for

four years, will bo roommates at Western Michigan®
‘University next fall,

Racka, tho daughter of Mr, and Mrs.. Anthony
Racka of Farmington Hills, will graduste from
Farmington High School after consistently placing
in the top 10 in state competitlon. e

Maze); a former state champlon and national
competitor, graduates from Rockwood High School.
For the past four years she traveled sometimes five
times a week from ber home near the Ohlo border
to work out with Spencer in Farmington.

Mary Kny Marshall, a former state champlon
gymnast who placed 6th in national competition,
takes her diploma from Fi High School.
Sha chose Callfornia Stats University at Fullerton,

because that school's gym team hes been in nation- .

‘a] competition for the past nine years.

The daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ken Marahall of
Farmington Hilla will be leaving home In mid-sum-
mer becausa tralning for the gym team starts Aug.

1

Cathy Heltert, an All-State gymnast who took a
socond place in beam exercises in state competi-
tlon, Ieaves Northvillo High School for Northern
Michigan Unlversity. The daughter of Mr. and Mrs,

Mary Kay,
Cathy Heltert, Chris Wallace and Clody -

Mary Kay Marshall, a world class gymnaatiat aligiblo to competo

‘In the Otymplcs, Isaves homo in mid-summer to work out with the :

team at California Stale University at Futiorton, whero sho will -
- study psychology. ) . . . ‘.

Johin Heltert of Northvilio competed for Farming.
ton Gymnastica Cenler as well as her high school
team for ths past four years. Waltace laaves Bercy
High Schoo! for Ball State University In Ohlo: She
£aid she i{ked what she saw.when aho sat in on one
of tho rchool's gyminastic team workouts while she
was taking a tour of the campus. The daughter of
Mr, and Mra. Robert Wallace of Southfleld sayz her
forte is vaulting. .

am scatters.

Staft photos by -
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"Tmnmknmymmmnmompeog}e
you zre galng to have opproach you with offers,”
3 X %

R pencer sald, P
. “Ctris didn't have eny exposure in high-school
competition’ because Mercy docsa't bave @ team.

Mary Kay has been watched by college recruiters

{or the last couple of years, at least, becauss she

v . has been in 30 many competitions all around, the
' country, and that recrulting never stops. It goes on
Co all year around. So of.course If you arg competing

"Chris Wallsce tallled .witha club, the competition Ls more Intense and the
up a hest of paints exposure is gxut:.r. than i you were only wm!:&

for Farmington Gym- " s .oz
nastice nCnn!ny:",- He.added that the major money colleges are pat. -

team in vaulting. Af- | Y08 into women nthlet:dm are In the ‘nfm' o

tor graduation from
Morcy High School,
she'll - be  studying
pro-med courses and
on’ Bali State Univer-
sity’a gymnastics
team In Ohlo. '

: gton G ] -

. Court, will be moviog, as well 35
. broadening 1ts basa of gperation thls summer, ta
&?memcnlmoflcmdmvermwhq_h
. Spcmmdmiéd!mhrmmm' B]lhscm't
when the school ook the stata champlonship jn
gymoastics n 1968, - ™. ! w3
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Cathy | Holterf, who
took " mzcond . In . tio!
stalo for baam exur.

. claes, willl s eroring |
‘peints’for Norihotn, .
Rllehigan Univeralty's -
‘gyminast teum thip -
fall" whore  ohe wiiy)

otudy -computer
enee, S ¢
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