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1 Michals

Company excels
- in ‘Music Man’

Performances of the St. Dun-  tageln GoodnlgthySomoone “Till
stan's Guild of Cranbrook produc- There Was You® and “My White
tion of the musical “The Music Knight*

Man" continue tonight through Sat- Nlnc-year-old Merritt Shwedel, play-
urday ot the outdoor Greek Theatre  Ing Marian's shy, troubled young
at Cranbrook in Bloomfield Hills. brother, Winthrop, bas a co: mmanding
For ticket reservations phone 844-  stage presenco as ahe belts out her Bo!u
“Gary, Indlana” and does a nice actlng

Job overall.
By Barbsra Michals As Mrs. Paroo, Marian and Win-
epoclal writer throp's widowed mother, Margery

Brooks conveys a good deal of warmth,

Thefe may be trouble in River City, undmhndlng and humor with a I.hltt
but there's magic on the stage of St.  Iriah bro 4
Dunstan's outdoor Greek Theater Sheiln Haxmhnn is effective as young -
where Meredith Willson's “The Musle  Amaryllis, hopelessly stuck on Win-
Man” Is belng performed with enor-  throp though he won't give her a second
mous style and gusto, glance,

The large cast features manpy falent- M&:l Wala) is amusing &3 Hill'y old
ed performers, and the colorful cos- pal, Marcellus, and the two mug
tumes, adept staging and overall flalr  shamelessly as they aing thelr prefor-
and professjonallem make this an espe-  ence for *The Sadder-But-Wiser Girl.”
clally memorable production among
St. Dunstan’s many {ine musicals of the RALPH TODD i3 perfect as stedgy,
past. A blustering Mayor Shinn, forever trying

In the lead role of Prof, Harold Hill, .to get the goods on Hlll but never quite
masicr con man, Patrick Lynch Is daz-  succceding.
2ling. Sounding remarkably like a Jack ‘Lower, Don Schore, James
young Robert Preston, the role’s origl- Brooks, and Norris Andersen, the.
nator, Lynch has a splend!d, strong  squabbling membcm of the River City

* volce. School Board, amusingly trans-

He has perfect enunciation on the  formed by i 1nto a barbershop quar-
dlificult patter song “Trouble,” and be  tet, Lnscpanble and harmonlzing at the
scems equally adept at lively numbers  drop of a note, *
llke “Scventy-Six Trombones™ and ‘The traveling salesmen, Mark Jam:,

“Marjan the Librarian® and ballads Like  Harry Loucks, Al Rosie, Jim Masters
“Till There Was You" and “Goodaight  and Vince Hayes, have excellent enun.
My Someone.” clatlon on their patter song as they ex-

Lynch radiates an casy charm that © plaln how nsalamun had “got to know
makes him an eminently bellevable con  the territory,”
artlst Hill is something of a legend Bubbly Debble Cragin plays the
among his fellow traveling salesmen, mayor's teenage daughter Zapeeta, and
wha fear he glves thelr profession 2 her squeaky "Egadsi® could probably
bad bamé. shatter glass, As the mayor’s wife,

Fran Hayes humorously struggles to

HIS LATEST SCAM s selling band  malntain her dignity while falllag prey
instruments and uniforms to young-  to Hill's charm.
sters and then skipplng town before The large supportlng cast of Rlver
they can learn (o play a note. He finds  Clty townspeople and kids all perform
the stubborn lowans of River City par-  well, with even the smallest roles en-
tcularly cmllwxlns and winnlog over  acted with polish and enthuslasm,
Marian, the town's bard-nosed librari- .
an, proves the most difficult job of all. UNDER DIRECTOR Isabel Himel-

Barbara Solverson is' engaging as  hoch, stage movements are smooth and Waoyne Caunty

Mariao, the very sensible spinster who  vitality abounds. Musleal director/con- 391 .
learns to Lhrow cantion to the wind and  ductor Barbar Anne Gowans has the or- Oakland €ounty .

follow her heart, even though she chestra soundlng flne, and choreogra- 641.1070 2
knows that HIll [s a phoney. Solverson's  pher Allcc Flis does 2 pleasing Job with Rochester/ \\nn

delightful soprano is beard to advan-  the dance. ! 8523222 N

d THE CLASSICIV
N Monday thru Saturday
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‘TUESDAY, JUNE 26 — 8:00 P.M.
! - FORD AUDITORIUM
. 20 AUDITORIUM DRIVE
. $6, 310 and $14 - All Seats Reserved
Tickets at Ford Adgitdriurq and CTC-Ticket World Box Offices
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Foa chlree co1or?°( ure tha t And through
an ckol order call’ Squum introduces three . ¢ r= Jor urkcy nd through July 6,
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