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Forty years ago the Allles landed at Normandy Province in France and the
long battle to bring the world back'to sanitytook a turn for the better. Today
the countryside that the Allled forces traveled across in the quest for freedom’
Is peaceful and serene. Freedom Road follows the soldlers' footsteps be-
tween Parls and Normandy through plcturesque French villages and citles.

eyond Normandy

France 40 years, after D-Day

Ey’ iria Jonen
speclal writer

It may have been the Longest Day
but it was only the First Day. It is
important to remember that as we
commemorate the 40th anniversoyy
of D-Day this week. 3

The invasion of Europe had just
begun when Allied forces landed on
the five invasion beaches of Nor-
mandy June 6, 1044; the American
forees at Omaha and Utah beaches;
the Canadian, British and other
Commonwealth forces at Gold, Juno
and Sword beaches, -

It was mid-September, more than

three months later, before the an- - |

cient province of Normandy was
compietely liberated, and almost a
year of long days before the liber-
ation forces reached Maury Ki-

Maury Kibtirg

a tour gulde's voice tatking about mu-
seums and historle houses, while the
morning iifa of Parls goes by the wide
clear windows of the bus. Parislans are
walking, driving and busing to work be-
tween the beautiful old stone buildings,
with their carved doorways, red awn-
Ings and wrought iron balconles.

We arc on the Champs Elyses with
all the famlliar names around us: the
Lido, Fouguets, the Arc de Trlomphe.
Roads are busy but surprisingly few
people are on the sidewalk from £:30 in
the morning.

There Ls a sudden exploslon of woods,

" once the grounds of an nristocrat's cs-

tate, and then the Avenue de Parls
leads in o wide passugeway. of trees
taward V . All the roads of Par-

is once led to Versaitles.
There are parking lots, consiruction
crews and apartments In Versailles

now, but the royal bulldings of the
French kivgs still domlnate the town.

and Rouen to the beaches of Nor-
mandy and then on to Mont St. Mi-
chel and the chateaux of the Loirc
Valley.

Here are some notes from my

burg's home in Amsterdam in May
of 1945, .

Maury was tour manager, prob-
lem solver and friend to a group of
Journalists who went on an escorted

THE WHEAT {iclds that lead .be-
yond Versailles to Chartres arc green

tour of France this spring with
Maupintour, an American tour
company based in Kansas.

This is the first of a series of arti-
cles on that tour, which took us from
Paris through Chartres, Giverny

travel diary:
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with spring, a light mist blendIng them
with the dark forests and the stonc
{armhauses that grow out of the land.
Pligrims used to walk to Chartres
{rom Paris. As they walked through the

The tour bus drives out of Parls with  golden ocean of rlpe wheat they saw

,those twin towers rising above the

A X plains.
IL&TUB%&“&W H The highway, that divides the wheat
AND ITALY fields is called Freedom Road; thls is
Enfoy .tha pleasurss of & the route the Allied forces took on thelr
'v"ory“ wWincl perecnat way through France, It s the com-
inorery... ing count memorative road signs, scen every-
sty Sharming towns: where o France, that impress me 40
fovaly “Inns, gorgeous years after World War 11,
e ats esradioie The Rue de Liberation follows the
! culelne... soldiers' footsteps from Normandy
Pt you may have - through the villages of France. In Loue,
1 t for near Le Mans, the Rue Colonel Donald;
e mlwlﬁn #0d exctiing son marks the square where one of Pat-

ton's men fell In battle. The Rue du II
November, 1918, reminds us that all
this had happened before. .
Tomorrow we vislt Rouen, where
Joan of Arc was burned at the cross in
1431 and then we go on to Omaha
Beach. -

Wednesday: World War II Revislted

This year the spotlight is on Norman-
dy, but the memarics have no natlonal
borders. As our tour bus drives through
the Norman farmlands toward Omaha
Beach, our gulde Maury Kiburg, a Hol-

:lander, tells us about the long year of

%,

| ey ————
TSm0 o Clevetond Hmﬂ\_Soum

81 54 -At: Resavanons

KON SOUTH

200 Querry Lene -
Independence. Ohio 44131 "

walting for the Allies to liberate the
Netherlands, - . )
Maury is a gray-halred man now, but
he was 12 years old when he dellvered
mail to the Dutch underground during

‘World War L His brothers were clght

and 10 years older than he was, Onehid
in the country after the Nazi occupa-
tlon began. The other, dled years later
as a result of the war,

When the Hollanders heard about the -

Normandy landings, they Were pre-
pared to be tberated immediately, but
it was a long ‘cold winter and spring
before their liberatlon In May 1945,
The Dutch werkérs went on strike to
help the Allled offort, stopplng all
transport. .

+In retaliation, the Germans withheld
food. “There was no elecricity and very.
Uttle food that winter," Maury sald. “It
was one of the harshest winters In his-
tory." ; .
We are listening to thls story and
watching out the window for the famil-
Jar names of the Normandy Beaches,
marked on the brochure that each of us
holds in his hand. o

. -

CAEN 1S a prosperous clty now as
we pass It on the highway, but 90 per-
cent of {t was destroged and 3,000 of its
cltizens died before it fell to the Cana-

- dian forces on July 9, 1944, In the pre-

vious two wecks, 22,000 of the Britlsh
Second Army were killed or wounded.
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‘wisibla through (o afot gy
raes, Tovdoy o folde !
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“peocutul nad groen. The
roag pnat tha cathasicsl wai
at ono Minae fravolcd by
pitgries gl ares by .8,

 voldions G3htheg to free
Franceand Edrope. Tho | |

- ramindéer of Amarican lass is
lilt ovidenit ai titd comotary
for Amorlcan eoldliora nhove
Omahg Baacti in Normandy.
Tho U.S: Army phote bolow !
shows wht it oo like on D!

‘Day. o '

As we follow the coast, we sce block-
houses dimly outlined above the distant
shore. . .

The sez Is misty and there seem to
be 100 ships at sea near Arromanches-
les-Balns. They are rusted hulls towed
across the channel 40 ycars ago and
sunk there to make a landing place for
supply ships. They mesmerize me as
Maury talks about D-Day. .

"On the morning of June 6 the, sea
was black with ships. The Germans
thought It was a mirage, a reflection.
When they saw the first ships it was too*
late. There were warshlps out there,
wave after wave,

‘The highway here Is calied Avenue
Admiral Mountbatten. From a viewing
platform, its guard rails inset with
markers, we Identlfy the beaches, Thiy
is Gold Beach. The British, Canadlan
and other Commonwealth' forces land-
ed bere and at Juno and Sword beaches
totheright. R B .
>The town of Arromanches s downhilt

‘to the left, and beyond that, Omaha

Beach. 1t stretches in a great curve of
sand to a promontory, where the See-
bnd Ranger Battalion scaled the tmpos-
slble cliffs of Pointe du Hoc. Beyond,
out of sight, is Utah Beach. '

WE VISIT the museum 2t Arrg-
manches, one of many invasion muses
ums on the Calvados coast, and pecr
out through the slits of the German bat-
teries at Polnte du Roc, but the
moment of silence is at the American
Cemetery, one of 50 many Allied ecme-
teries on this coast,

‘They stand in the Norman silence,
small marble crosses white ngainst the
green, - green  grass above Omaha
Beach. The cemetery has a setiled look
now, 40 years after D-Day, the Ameri-
ean flag flying high above the intersec-
tlon of two long paths.

One path leads from the war memo-
rial to the chnpel. The other leads from
the entrance bulldlng to the clifitop
above the beach. On a sunny day, peo-
ple follow the path down the hilislde to
the below. Omaha Beach.

‘There are biklnls on Omaha Beach in
the summertime now, as there should
be. It's one of the most glorfous beach-
s In Eurape. I think about that as we
drive on to Bayeux and Quoen Matil-
da's topestry, ‘a 19-inch-high, 231-foot-
lang depletion of the Baftle of Hastings
In 1068. Those Norman soldiers set out
from these same beaches 818 years ago
on their way to invade England.
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Sept, 22 through Oct. 1i Ten days of Gown-
east romance. You'll visit Acadla National
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heme) and St. Andrew's By-the-Sea in New

; plus that gom, Canacla’s smallest
province, Prince Edward Island - from bow -
to stemn. You'll stay'in delightfui Inns and .
hote!s. Drive In a private motor coach. Air
fare and most meals are Included. Cost per
porson, $1485 doukle occupancy. Detalls: -
call Hudson's Travel Service: Northland,
569-5153; Oakland, 585-8020; Westiand, -
425-3386; -Ann' Arbor, 994-0085, Mon, -
through Sat, from 10 am. to 530 pm. |




