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Rev. Lester Kinsolving's

ion Update

Next October's general con-
vention of the 3.6 million-
member Episcopal Church
“‘could result in a damaging
split even schism.” according
to San Francisco's Bishop C.
Kilmer Myers,

*‘Forces on both the extreme
right and the extreme left are
girding themselves for what
may become a destructive
confrontation,” writes Bishop
Myers. Primary points at is-
sue are the national Episcopal
headquarters’ funding of (1)
the Black Economiv Develop-
ment Conference of “Black
Manifesto™ author James
Forman, and (2) the trigger-
happy followers of New Mexi-
co’s Reis Tijerina, presently
serving time in a federal
prison for assault.

Since this funding began last
fall. Episcopal headquarters in
Manhattan has experienced its
worst financial crisis since the
1929 Depression. Presiding
Bishop John E. Hines has de-
scribed the spread between
quotas for support from the
various dioceses ($14.7 mil-
lion) and what these dioceses
have actually pledged ($113
million) as “the widest in 30
years.” And 39 of these
dioceses were behind in even
these pledges on May 1 (after
the maximum period of church
income: Christmas-Easter.

HAVING EXHAUSTED its
reserves. the uativnal Episco-
pal headquarters is now en-
countering the usual summer
decline in offerings - on top of
the stock market stump. By
next October. the financial sit-
uation may be so desperate as
to require the selling of its $12
million headquarters building.
a course already requested
the central California Diocese
of San Joaquin

There has also been discus-
sion by the Executive Council

of the possibility of eliminat-
ing the entire overseas mis-
sionary program. in order to
continue the program which
has funded black militants.

Among appropriations which
have caused such a furor
throughout the denomination is
the §105.000 for the **Drum and
Spear Bookstore.” of Washing-
ton, D.C.

The Rev. John Ellison of El
Paso points out that the man-
ager of this organization,
Ralph Featherstone, was re-
cently blown up by “a home-
made bomb" in Bel Air, Md.,
site of the proposed trial of H.
Rap Brown, *Featherstone's
visit to Bel Air was unan-
nounced and he was not there
long enough for any enemy to
have learned of it,” writes Dr.
Ellison. ““The L report is
that he was himself transport-
ing the bomb, un the floor of
the front seat between the legs
of his passenger. Both men
were killed.”

Asks the El Paso rector:
*Who paid for the bomb?"

Bishop Hines continues to
back Episcopal Church funding
of such revolutionary and ra-
cially segregated organiza-
tions. And Bishop Robert De-
Witt, whose Diocese of Penn-
sylvania is also in catastraphic
financial condition. told a re-
cent meeting of general con-
vention delegates that any-
body who doesn’t agree wi
Bishop Hines “can go to Hell

HELL WILL BE an apt de-
scription of the forthcoming
general convention. unless suf-
ficient security arrangements
are provided by the local
of arrangements.
headed by Dean Robert Gibson
of Houston's Christ Church
Cathedral. 1 Dean Gibson. in an
interview. refused to disclose
any security details. bevond
saying: “We are aware of the

- Women's Liberation.

possibilities and will act ac-
cordingly.

Attanta’s militant Episcopal
Society For Cultural and Ra-
ciat Unity (which. despite its
title, has black and white cau-
cuses) has reportedly organ-
ized a coalition of at least
seven urganizations to push for
$5 million more in such ractal
funding. This coalition report-
edly runs a gamut from stu-
dents and peace groups to

This coalition will be aided
by a considérable number of
“additional - representatives"
(women, youth and minority
groups) several of whom dis-
rupted the last convention at
South Bend. Yet both houses of
the convention (deputies and
bishops) must consent before
these unofficial representa-
tives are given seats and
voices. And Florida's Bishop
Edward West has announced
that a majority of the bishops
have already written their
objections to the seating of
these people, who are being
sent from a number of the
dioceses.

Similar objection has been
expressed from the church as
a whole. in letters solicited by
the convention's agenda com-
mittee. But these letters werel
disregarded by this committee’

- which includes the Rev. Earl
Neil. spiritual advisor of Black
Panther Huey Neswton a

If these additichal represent-
atives are denied seats and
voices after traveling to Hous-
tod. there could very possibly
beiy serious riot - if some of
them behave as they did at
South Bend. This could destroy
the Episcopal Church’s ability
to conduct business - and very
possibly create the schism
predicted by Bishop Myers

What 1 see in the church
today is a massive diversion
from primary (o secondary
issues. Of course the second-
ary issues are lmpurlan(.k,bul
they are secondar:

Surmarizing a goud deal of
seripture. God's intention for
the existence of the church is
that it is to be (1) the context
of spiritwal growth. 121 a
body™" or group which is knit
together in love and unity. and
131 a;eommitted company who
are dedicated to working lo-
gether with Christ and His

people. doing Christ's work in
the world.

The church is defined here
the way the Bible talks about
ll peop\e in inter-personal re-
lationship with Jesus Christ
who therefore enjoy congre-
gating for the purpase of wor-
ship to God and Christian fel-
lowship.

THE SECONDARY issues
are the end result of the cause
which the church is neglecting’
For example. one man says,
“‘Poverty is the disease” of
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man. Fine. The origin of that
disease has been isolated by
Christ-it is that man is de-
praved--and He has provided
the remedy--His crucifixion
and resurrection

‘Poverty will never be elimi-
nated if the cause is ignored.
Yet today we see the church.
the only institution with the
remedy. largely preoccupied
with the symptens--negleéting
the mandate Jesus left for us--
which is the solution to all so-
cial ills.

THE PROPAGATING of the
gospel--the good news that
man’s life takes on new dimen-
sions of realty and vitality by
actively putting his trust in
Jesus Christ-is primary. for it
is God's means of reconciling
man with Himseif. and ‘there-
fore. reconciling men whether
the alienation be racial. eco-
nomic or social.

We fail in our mission as the
Church if our war is simply
against poverty. discrimina-
tion and crime. God has given
the church His message. This
message obligates us to plead
with men in Christ's name ""to
be recunciled 1o God.™

When the church fails to
give priority to this task, so-
cial action and social respon-
sibility fail. Neglecting the
primary-the gospel-in an at-
tempt ‘o reconcile men by
emphasizing the secondary
issues is self-defeating!

Nothing is more obvious in
America today than the failure
of social activism which neg-
tects man's reconciliation to
God through Jesus Christ!!

Newburg Holds
Church School

The Newburgh United Meth-
odist Church will sponsor a
vacation Church school for
children on Aug. 3 through 7
and Aug. 10-13. Registrations
are accepted at the church off-
ice.

Church Group
Shows Movies

Upcoming movies at Hos-
,anna-Tabor Lutheran Church.
9600 Leverne, Detroit, are
"‘Spencer’s Mountain,” Fri-
day, July 24, and “Gay Purr-
ee,” Saturday, July 25.

The movies are sponsored
by young people in the church.
Friday night movies, begin-
-ning at 7:30, are $L. This in-
cludes refreshments, The Sat-
urday movies. at 1 p.m.. in-
clude popcorn and soda pop,
and the movie. for 50 cents.

Missouri @ynodi
Sets Convention |

The 84th biennial convention
of the Michigan District of the
Lutheran Church - Missouri
Synod will be held on the cam-
pus of Concordia College. Ann
Arbor, July 26-30. Pastors,
educators, lay delegates and
vouth representatives from
the 324 congregations of the
district will meet to review
the church’s program and to
establish its future policies.
Attendance at this, the largest
district convention of the na-
tional body, is expected to be
about 1,000.

The convention will take on
a new look. Present for the
first time in the history of this
district, will be two women del-
egates. Youth representatives
will be. invited to attend ses-
sions to participate in the
“open forum" hour and to at-
tend the president’s dinner
preceding the special worship
services. on Wednesday, July
2. v

OFFICIAL REPRESENTA-
TIVE from the national body
will be the Rev. Dr. Jaceb
A.Q. Preus, president of The
Lutheran Church - Missouri
Synod. He will address the
plenary sessions of the con-
vention-and meet in sectional
sesstons with pastors, laymen,
and educators.

A convention, essay will be
delivered by the
Raiph A. Bohlmann, Concordla
Seminary. St. Louis. Mo., enti-
tled **Lutheranism 1970: Crisis
in Theology.” He will discuss
the following crises: “The
Authority Crisis: Will We Hear
the Word of the Lord?"" *“The
Mission Crisis: Will We Preach
the Gospel of Jesus Christ?”
“The Ecumenical Crisis: Will
We Seek True Christian Uni-
t¥?" and “The Ethical Crisis:
WillWe Keep God's Command-
ments?”

Among the issues to be dis-
cussed on the floor of conven-
tion will be greater support of
the program of foreign mis-
sions. a full-time district presi-
dency: encouraging district

Farmington
Pastor Leaves

Irvin Bass, who has been the
minister of the Central Church
of Christ in Farmington since
it started in August, 1967, is
leaving the post.

He plans to resume his stud-
ies at David Lipscomb College,
Nashville, Tenn. He is a gradu-
ate of Florida Christian Col-
lege, Tampa. Fla. and has
studied at Wayne State Uni-
versity.

Bass was minister of
churches in Mio and Fllrt be-

coqgregalmns to seriously
implement fellowship with the
American Lutheran Church
how o deal with those teach-
ing contrary to synod's;doc-
trinal_position in the spirit of .
love: a number of resolitions
on ‘national priorities - and
American involvement in Viet
nam: expansion of Concordia
Lutheran College. Ann Arbor,
tm,a four-year college: and
#‘vemenl of young pebple
e work of district boards
and district conventions. {

THE CONVENTION Yill
alsy elect new officers | ind

bo:rd members. incluting
. four regional “ice
ents, members to the
of directors, and ciryuit
coimselors.
cers and members of bodrds
will'serve a four-year term!
* Delegates to the convention, M
fall’jnto two categories. \'uling
delegates are one pastor® find
one. lay member from esch
merfiber congregation of{ the
district. Advisory delegates’
will be pastors whose congre-
'gations do not hold membg
ship in the synod, stant
pastors, ministers without a
congregation, and teachers of
parochial schools. According to
the constitution of the natiggal
church body, advisory e
gates may speak on the fjcor
of convention, but may m
vote.

The convention will begu at '
7:30 p.m. Sunday, July ;2.
with a celebration of huly |
communion in the Chapel,of ',
the Holy Trinity on the chin-
pus of Concordia Lutheran Col-
lege. Speaker for the servjce
will be the Rev. Dr. Preus. |

The clected offi- "M

i

ESTHER MIRACLE one of the founders of the Mlsslonary Baptist Church of Far-
 mington, Shiawassee near Middle Belt, was present for ground-breaking ceremonies
jifor a'new chapel. The 30 by 60 feet building will be completed in 90 days, and wilt
* replace the old church in which the congreaation has worshipped since 1962. Assist-

ing her is her grandson, the Rev. James E. Miracle (Ief, associate pastor, ond the

“ Rev. Curtis Cobb, pastor of the church.
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of Garden City
6443 Merriman Road
Phone: 421862
Mt Rev. Glarn Kisitowr b
SUNDAY SCHOOL ‘?

1

 Livonia

Attend Church This Sunday

St. Mark's
Presbyterian Church
26701 Joy Road
Worship and Church School
10 am.

At The Church Of Your
Choice With Your Pamil_y

ST. PAUL'S
Presbyterian Church
27475 Five Mils Road
GA 2.1470

WARD UNITED
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
OF LIVONIA

NEWBURG UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
36500 Ann Arbor Trail

422.0149

“Everyone Welcome'
Rev. William F. Whitledge
Rev. Amold §. Dalzell

Tarmington Resd 1nd Six Mils Rood

Werbip und Bible School
9, 10:15 and 11:30 4

Holy, Commumcn
“Early King, Early
Habit, Early Death’”
Rev. Franklin Wiltioms Jr.

320527 Ministers
8300 Warehp Service Worship and Church School
ond Nutiery . and 11 am,

10 Worinp Serwice
v o School

ST. TIMOTHY

0 am.

Infarts heessh erh arafe ‘

who J

Adults, Young Adults,

Sr. High and Jr. High -

MORNING WORSHIP | *
10 am. only N

fore coming to F: to
work with the new congrega-
tion meeting in the Cloverdale
Elementary School.

Woman Speaks
On Hospitals »

A speech on “The Function
of a Jewish Hospital” will be
given by Mrs. Leo Silver, as-
sociate administrator of Sinai
Hospital. at the regular Friday
night service July 24, of Tem-
ple Kol Ami.

The service will be at the
Birmingham Unitarian Church,
651 N. Woodward, at 8:30 p.m.

Dr. Irving Friedman of
Birmingham will conduct the
workshop service in place of
vacationing Rabbi Ernst J.
Conrad. The service will be
followed by discussion and the
social hour.

St. August;'ne ’s
Plans Social

*An jce cream social will be
held from'2 to 6 p.m. followed
by a vespers service at St
Augustine House, 3316 E.
Drahner Rd., in Oxford.

The social on Sunday, July
19, will feature local entertain-
ment. Donations will be ac-
cepted for the building of a
néw retreat house for women
and married couples.

Benefit Society
Sells Insurance

Ald Association for Luther-
ans (AAL), a fraternal benefit
society with headquarters in
Appleton, Wis., has broadened
its services to members by
entering the Ffield of health in-
surance.

AAL's health insurance is
referred to as “‘Earnings In-
surance,” because it protects a
certificate holder’searnings
when he is disabled.

The 68-year-old fraternal
benefit society with more than
925,000 members throughout
the U.S. and Canada began of-
fering Earnings Insurance July
1
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Christian and Missionary Alliance

ST. LUKE UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH
39851 Five Mile
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Norsery Provided
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CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

You are cordially invited to attend Sunday Schoo!l as listed
below. Sunday Schools are conducted by all churches,
care is provided for children of pre-Sunday School age.

Wednesd ool Meeti
Saint John's, Plymouth y T at 8 pm.
574 S, Sheldon Road Houts of Servica
4530190 FOURTH CHURCH, Detroit . .. 11 am.
Sunday Worship: 24400 W. Sevan Mils near Telegraph
8:30 and 10 a.m.
FIRST CHURCH;, Garden City ...... .1 am,

d Holy Spirit, Livonis
8850 Newburg Road
2618460
Sunday Worship:

8 end 11:45 a.m.

33111 Ford Road

FIRST CHURCH, Plymouth ...... 10:30 am.
1100 West Ann Arbor Trail




