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hume of the settlers. Farming-
ton, New York

Arthur Power had takenup a
large tract of land which he
divided and distributed among
his numerous children. Later
in 1824, Dr. Ezekiel Webb, a
Quaker physician, arrived and
built a log house which served
as a post office. He was fol-
lowed by Esek Brown, black-
smith, and Howland Mason,
miller, as well as a large num-
ber of Quaker farmers.
Neighbors dubbed the settle-
ment, ""Quakertown.”

Belween 1824 and 1831 thére
were occasional gatherings for
Quaker worship in Farming-
ton. but there was no formally
constituted monthly meeting.
Because of the recent theologi-
cal divisions in the Society of
Friends. both Orthodox and
“Hicksite” Friends were con-
cerned about retaining mem-
bers who had emigrated to the
Michigan Territory and de-
sired to have monthly meet-
ings established.

In July 1829, Farmington
quarterly meeting, New York,
appointed five Friends to cor-
respond with members in
Michigan. Most of the families
in Oakland County were asso-
ciated with the orthodox New
York yearly meeting while
those in Wayne County were
of the liberal Hicksite persua-
sion. !

Travel and communication
were v. but finally in 1831
nine ng Quakers of the
Orthodox branch reached

Farmington to assist in setting
up a properly organized meet-
ing for worship and business.
Farmington monthly meet-
ing was the first Quaker meet-
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ing in Michigan. Earlier
Friends had held meetings for
worship in Detroit under Bri-
tish rule in 1393 but no ongoing
organization developed at that
time.

The Society of Friends was
slow in organizing churches
because Quakers did not have
a paid ministry. Friends tok
literally the teaching of Je
ve have received
v * and believed that
every member was a potential
minister with varving gifts
and talents.

If an ordinary farmer or
housewife seemed to possess a
sensitivity to human need and
spiritual leadings. the meeting
would “‘record his gift in the
ministry,” George Fox had
taught that Oford and Cam-
bridge did not make a man a
minister of Christ.

From the beginning com-
plete equality of women with
men was the rule of the So-
ciety of Friends with women
serving as ministers and
clerks. Later. Quakeresses
such as Susan B. Anthony.
Elizabeth Stanton. Lucretia
Mott and others organized the
movement for women's suf-
frage al a time when women's
right to vote and held property
were scorned and ridiculed,
Several Michigan Quakeresses
were active in pioneer days in
the cause of women's rights.

AFTER  FARMINGTON
meeting was organized. Arthur
Power donated two acres of
land on Gill Rd.. south of
Grand River. as a site for a
meetinghouse and  burial
ground.

In 1832, a traditional white
frame meetinghouse was
erected. The first purials were

A wealth of historical

informotion about the Farmington Area lies in the old
Quaker cemetery on Gill Rd., just south of Grand River
Unfortunately, age and vandals have cbused many
tombstones making it difficult to read all the inscriptions.

those of Selinda Power and her
seven-vear-old daughter who
died during the great cholera
epidemic which swept the fron-
tier. They were buried the day
they died. Aug. 7. 1832. Arthur
Power died Aug. 8. 1837.

Soon the burial grounds be-

gan to fill with the graves of
the first stalwart Pioneer gen-
eration of Friends. Quaker
funerals were very simple as
was Quaker worship and life.
Many relatives would gather
for a wake which included a
series of hearty meals.

At the appointed time. the
remains would'be conveyed to
the meetinghouse The coffin
was sealed and two elders
would preside over the hour of
silent worship After some lim-
ited vocal ministry and pray-
er. the meeting would close
with the elders symbolically
shaking hands. The  coffin
would be carried 10 the grave
and. after another period of
silence and prayer. the mour-
ners would leave.

No enlogies or formal read-
ings were prescribed--al utter-
ances were to be at the free
impulse of the spirit, Quaker
practice did ot prescribe a
period of mourning. and head-
stones were to be small and of
uniform size. Often merely ini-
tials and a “plain” date were
inscribed. Quakers numbered
the days and months rather
than use “pagan’ terms de-
rived from the names of an-
cient gods.

THE MEETINGHOUSES in
Farmington and Livonia were
of traditional design and were
patterned after those in East.
The building resembled a larze
sblong house without any

e

| Observer Newspapers
|

Quak

Of

crosses. symbols. or other
outward features.

Usually a long porch ex-
tepded along one side. The ed-
'”Fe was divided into two
la[ge meetingrooms separated
by shutters. Women and men
seated separately, and
during worship the shutters
were opened. Women and men
conducted business sessions

separately with their own:

clerks in charge.

The interior was fitted with
unvarnished simple benches.
Along the wall opposite the
entrance ran a three-tiered
gallery of benches where min-
isters and elders sal facing the
congregation. These were
called “"facing benches.”™

On First-Days (Sunday)
Friends would assemble in the
morning for worship. Quaker
discipline urged members to
dress very simply-men wore
collarless coats and broad-
brimmed hats: women wore
neat grey or purple dresses
with either linen caps of “poke
bonnets”.

AS THE DECADES passed,
Farmington Friends carried on
their traditions but had strong
ties with their neighbors.

Many young people “‘mar-
ripd out of meeting” and were
dgawn to the Wesleyan Meth-
odist Church or the Universal-
isp Church which had beliefs

Raisin Valley and Ypsilanti."
The families had come from
New York and were closely
related. Gorrespondence’and
intervisitation among ;the |
meetings was constan(s be- . |’

|

twéen 1832 and 1860. 4

Gradually the Farmigtton
meeting declined in ‘nun*-ders

1

; ALTHOUGH BOTH FAR-
MINGTON and Livonia meet-
fings were disbanded, Quaker-
{ism did not die out in the area.

The founders of Farmington
< |and Livonia could stili feel a

er Founders

spitit of deep kinship with
modern Quakers could they
return from the dead.

In Detroit. Friends worship
on Sundays at 11 a.m. at the
**Orthodox” meetinghouse at
9640 Sorrento near Plymouth

Rd. and at the “Hicksite”
meeting at the Friends School
in Detroit 1100 St. Aubin Blvd.
In Elmwood Park,

Friends hope that someday
meetings in Farmington and
Livonta can be reorganized.

so that it was no longer n:tes
sary to have eelings,\ for
business held regularly. 1 1835
certificates of membeiship
were sent to Ypsilanti rheet-
ing, and the meeting for jwor-
ship in Farmington was placed
under the spiritual supervision
of elders of Ypsildnti meeting, !
which had been founded in i
1835. Lo
Members of the, Farmington
meeting were active in codper- '
ating with Michigan Friends in
various reform .moyentents |
and the abolition of slayery.
The activity of Livonia Hick-
site or Liberal Friends paral-
leled those of Farmington {
Quakers and their mutual so- |
cial enterprises deserve syudy |
A1 !
{

in depth. O
After the Civil Wari) the'
meeting' on Gill Rd. dwilidled |
to the point where,only a gmall
nutber gathered on First-Day '
for worship. In 1869, Adrain
Quarter was placed undef the ¥
care of Ohio yearly meetigg 1
At that time, Farmiggton
meeting was “laid dowrf or
i i on a regula¥ ba: ;i

with
those of Quakers.

Farmington meeting was a
constituent 6f New York
vearly meeting and Adrian
quarterly meeting. Adrian
quarterly meeting was organ-

ized in 1842 and included

Quaker communities of consi-
derable size at Adrian, Raisin
Centre, Addison. Tecumseh,

Buried here is Arthur Power, Farmington's first setiler,
and Norman Lee who was grand master of the Farming-
ton Masonic Lodge exactly 100 years ago. (Ralph Evert
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FOUNDER’S FESTIVAL CELEBRATION SALE!
WE ARE HELPING FARMINGTON CELEBRATE WITH QUTSTANDING BARGAINS
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sis. Certainly. Friends ¢ ntin:
ued to gather fof worshj ¢and
study occasionally. by the
meetinghouse was convérted
into a residence about 170 by

members of the Powet family. WE WIRE f;’/ o [/
X I . FLOWERS . owers for a
Its exterior and interior ANTYWHERE -

were drastically altered, but
the quiet burial grourids were
filled with more osténitptious
headstones over the years. it
remains today as an incon- *
gruous landmark in a subdrban
housing development. | i

i
The old Quakers hév,é pas-
sed into the eternal s lence
which ultimately envelofs al
mortals. yet their Gh{ijtian

labors, although modest, /.
of significance to, the
community as will be disbly
in a survey of Lijoniameet-
ing. the underground railtoad
and the activities of |some
prominent Quaker foundgr's of }
Farmington and Plymouth, 4 |
¢ ! !
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Your acceptance
and interest in
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. BEAUTIFUL ASSORTMENT OF
HOUSE PLANTS AND DISH GARDENS

BE SURE TO WATCH FOR
OUR WEEKLY $1 SPECIALS

33199 GRAND RIVER
DOWNTOWN FARMINGTON CENTER

474-4726
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' Bon Ton Galerie
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FBoe Foe GALERIE

33409 Grand River Avenue
(just west of Farmington Road)

STOREWIDE SAVINGS WILL BE FOUND
AT BON TON GALERIE. METAL SCULP-
TURE, STATUARY, ORIGINAL OIL PAINT-
INGS AND REPRODUCTIONS. THE SAV-
INGS ARE FROM 10% TO 30%. WHAT BET-
TER TIME TO LOOK FOI‘( THAT PARTIC-
ULAR ART OBJECT SUITED EXACTLY TO
YOUR TASTE AND NEED?

P

THE SAVINC§ AXE BIG AT BON TON

SHOPPE AT Fﬁﬁsﬂvu TIME. OUR SIDE-

WALK SALE TABLES WILL BE PILED HIGH
+ WITH FAMOUS BRAND MERCHANDISE.

MANY OTHER SPECIALLY PRICED ITEMS

WILL BE ON SALZ INSIDE THE SHOPPE.
. ALL ATI GRIAT(Y REDUCED PRICES.

g .

* i )
PLANTD BE AT BON TON SHOPPE FOR THE AUCTION OF REMAINING MERCH-
, LAST TWO HOURS OF SIDEWALK SALE, SATURDAY NIGHT.




