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Kay Briggs Traces

By KATHRYN BRIGGS

By the early 1820s. Detroit
had become a frontier town of
considerable importance but
the surrounding countryside
remained thickly wooded and
uninhabited.

At this time in New York,
land prices were climbing. In
the fall of 1823, Arthur Poswer.
a Quaker from Farmington,
N.Y...and a smalt company of
men came to Detroit to look
over the government land in
the area.

THIS LAND WAS offered for
sale at a low price for anyone
interested in pioneering and
developing a settlement.

While looking, be came
across the area of which is
mow 11 Mile and Power Rds.,
and liked it. On Feb. 1, 1824,
Power set out from New York
with two of his older sons,
Jobn and Jarred, and two bired
men, David Smith and Daniel
Rush, to purchase land in

Michigan and make it their

The travelers crossed the
Niagara River into Canada
and came by horse and sleigh
to Windsor. They arrived in
Detroit on Feb. 15, 1824. After
purchasing the land and ‘sup-
plies, they started on their
journey to their new fand.

They traveled out of Detroit
on the Saginaw-Detroit traif
which is now known as Wood-
ward Ave. They reached Ham-
iltons, taday's Birmiagham,
and found four families there.
The party stayed the night and
then worked its way south-
west, passing through settle-
ments of Jenks, Sly, Durkee
and Baker.

On 'March 8, 1824, they
reached their destination and
before the night, they had cut
the first of the giant trees that
stood there. Before tke season
was over, the log house was
complete, nine acres of land
was cleared and put into wheat

and another six had been put
into corn.

(Some present-day descen-
dents of Arthur Power, among
many others, are Eugen Pow-
er, formerly a regent of the
University of Michigan, and
his son Philip Power, publisher
of the Farmington Enterprise
Observer.

FURTHER EVENTS re-
garding some of these first
five are interesting. Daniel
Rush, “‘whom Mr. Power had
employed in New York to
come with him to Michigan,
had been seized with violent
homesickness immediately on
his arrival, and, after enduring
the pangs of the terrible ma-
lady for nearly three weeks,
and seeing na prospect of alle-
viation, had started on foot for
Detroit, intending to return
thence to his eastern home,
which.probably he reached in
safety.”

David Smith, the other man
hired in New York, completed
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MUSIC - When she sits down to play her antique rosewood piano, Mrs. Robert

his year's service, for which
he recelved $136. He pur-
chased land in section 23 and in
1877 was living there, at the
age of 80, just 1'2 miles from
where “his axe first tried the
quality of Michigan timber
more than a half century” ear-
ier.

John Power died four years
after arriving in Farmington,
and Arthur Power, after a
good and fruitful life, died in
September of 1863.
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1 Watkins Loke Rd., Pontiac

i Other i followed
soon after. Seven weeks after
the Power group, George Col-
lins and his wife, Cynthia,
came. Mrs. Collins was the
first while woman in the town-
Iship, and on Sept. 26, 1824, she
‘gave birth to John W Collins,
the first white child born in
Farmington.

George Collins located upon
a tract of land that was also
entirely unbroken and un-
cleared. He built a log house
and improved the land but aft-
erward moved to Farmington
village where he opened a gen-
eral store. He died in 1863, bul

tis widow, Cynthia lived -

the age of 93 years in the
house

! still stands - on
Farmington Ra\ just -south of
Shiawadsee. John Collins mar-
ried in 1854 and had five child-
ren of| whom he could be
proud, arong them lwas Hen-
rietta, i**head lvpewnler in
Charles| Wright's Medicine Co.
in Detmpit, and is considered
one of the best in Michigan:
and Wiliiam E., who'graduated
at the he:\d of the Class of 90
in the pharmaceutical depart-
ment of the university at Ann
Arbor.” i

+‘Mr. Collins was postmaster
for 25 years in addition. to
urrymg on the general store.
was also township treas-
urer for many years.
i Drl Ezekiel Webb, who had
Heen - neighbor and a friend of
Mr Power in New York, and
who iwas also a Quaker, ar-
rived in 1824. He was the first
dnd for a time the only physi-
g)an in the township. He was
also the first postmaster.

He built a large double log
hodse where the “Cynthia Cot-
lins" house now is. but after a
few years he sold out his hold-

Lady With Long

Local Herita

By ELIZABETH WISSMAN

Although she lives in Far-
mington Township. Mrs. Rob-
ert (Kay) Briggs was a logical
choice for the City of Far-
mington’s Preservation Corn-
mission.

Not only was she president
of the Farmington Historical
Society for two years, but
Mrs. Briggs has roots in Far-
mington that go to the last
century.

The home she has lived in’

since her marriage at 21615
Oxford is on land that was
once part of her grandfather’s
farm. Her mother moved to
the end of the street that is
now Oxford when she was
three months old.

MRS. BRIGGS' grand-
mother graduated with'two
other students from Farming-
ton High School in the class of
1838.

This was called the *“‘war
class" because of the Spanish-
American War going on at the
time. John Lapham, whose
descendams. Byron and Har-
ry. work for Natlonal Bank of
Detroit in Farmington, was
one of the mree members of

be preserved. especmll_\ those

that are attractive and have |

examples of things like Vi
torian lgingerbread on lhem
We hgve some manelans
examples of that here’ in_the

¢ ) o

“OI fourse, prefervation of
such higmes can’t be legislated
~ it hgs to be volpntary. I'm
50 glad our 100-year-old Com!
House has been pres;

|“Then too. there'is such a
interes| in antiques now'that *
vou haye people who want to
keep these homes in a state of
preseryation.”

MRS, ROBERT BRIGGS,

the Historical Commipgion
member, is not as well k own
in towh as Kay Briggs, jthe
special|education teacher.:
*, Kay | Briggs has probably
taughl more handxcapped
childrep than anybody in: lhe
school system.

Happenslance took her., (o
special| education. One 'skar.
the special ed room ‘at Eilgle
School|became overcrowje
and the sight-saving room ixa
moved {to Middiebelt St
where Mrs. Briggs was, (e ch—

ge

ldren.” she says. “Years
. these children would not
have been educated. It gives a
sensé of accomplishment: and
pride to help ease their paths.
n[ ‘tYet these children are just
Like all children. I remember
giat our handicapped children

re the first that Hartley

ornton ever took ‘through
:hi Proud Lake Recreation

IN
!

“When he took tnem ta!
here they could find fossils;
the blind children were just as
thrilled as any child when they
pund some. even though they
Fad to peer at them so closely
(9 see them.

1 ® th polio conquered, Mrs

Hiiges says that the biggest

iridence of hsnrllcapped

-pngsters today is.from

hXman measles defective
s.

BUT SHE NOTES: "The
rend seems to be more and
more toward neurological dis-
rders and emotional prob-

ms.
“We're getting a lot of hy-
1

ings, gave up his practice of
medicine, and left the com-
munity.

AMONG OTHERS who came
in 1824 were Solomon Walker,
George Tibbets, and Robert
Wixom Sr.

On the same day Sept. 2,
1824, that the first white child,
John Collins, was born. the
first burial took place. Mrs.
Sanford Utley died from the
effects of a fall from a wagon
twp months earlier as they
were approaching the end of
their long journey and came in
sight of the spot which was to
be their home.

Many more settlers came in
1825. Among them were:
Holland Mason, a Quaker;
brothers George Thayer and
Rufus Thayer Jr.; Timothy
Tolman,. who built the first
frame dwelling in Farmington
in 1828 on i2 Mile Rd. near
Middle Belt.

Log houses today have a
romantic appeal but the early
settlers built them only be-
caose of necessity. After
sawmtills were operating, set-
tlers were glad to abandon log
cabins for the kind of house
they had been accustomed to
in the East.

The first wedding took place
between Nathaniel. Tolman,
Timothy’s cousin, and Mary
Lewis in 1826,

P. DEAN WARNER came
with his family, the Seth War-
ners, in 1825 when he was
three years old. He left home
at'the age of 14'and worked as
a clerk, but was able to attend
school part of the winter
months.

He resided in Detroit- until
1845 when he returned to Far-
mington and engaged in mer-
chandising until 1863 when he
retired from business, He was
elected to the Michigan House
of Representatives, where he
was chosen speaker.

He had married Rhoda Bots-
ford, and as they had no child-
ren of their own, they adopted
a son and a davghter. It is in-
teresting to note that in 1878,
in company. with his son, he
visited the Paris Exposition
and took quite an extended trip
through various portions of
Europe.

This son, Fred M. Wamer,
later “became a state repre-
sentative, the Secretary of

State of Michigan, and in 1906

was elected governor, being
the first to hold that office for
three consecutive terms.

For three years after its
first settlement, Township 1, of
Range 9 was included in
Bloomfield which included the

two Southern tiers of town-
ships in the county. In the
spring of 1827, several new
townships were formed-among
them, Farmington and accord-
ing to the act of the legislative.
council of April 12, 1827, the
. first township meeting was to
be at the home of Robert
Wixom.

Therefore, on the last Mon-
day in May, May 28, 1827, the
first meeting was beld there.
Previous to this time, all the
township officers were ap-
pointed by the governor.

But Gov. Cass disliked this
systemn, and preferred that the
people choose their own offi-
cers, so, at his request, Con-
gress passed an act in 1825
which gave the people of a
township the privilege of elect-
ing all the local officers except
judges, clerks and sheriffs.

But even this was not
enough for Cass, so he had the
people vote for men to fill
these positions, and then he
made his appointments accord-
ing to the vote of the people.

. BECAUSE OF THE new
law, Farmington was one of
the first townships which was
able to elect its own choice of
town officers by ballot.

Amos Mead-was elected the
first supervisor while Robert
Wizom was elected township
clerk. William Yerkes, Phillip
Marlatt, and Samuel Mead
were elected assessors; War-
ham Lee, John Gould, and
John Power were elected to be
commissioners-of the high-

ays.

Benjamin Wixom, Samuel
Mead, Samuel Mansfield and
Wardell Green became post-
masters; while Samuel Mead,
Samuel Mansfield, Wardell
Green and George Tibbets
became fence-viewers.

Since then' many "changes
have taken place. In the early
days, these jobs were on a
part-time basis; today, the
duties of the supervisor, Curtis
Hall, the clerk, Floyd Cairns,
and the treasurer, ElisesAv-
ery, require full-time responsi-
bilities. .

The trustees, Frederick
Lichtman, Thomas Notan, Earl
Opperthauser and Margaret
Schaeffer, attend to their du-
ties part-time. In addition,
there are many hired and ap-
pointed people carrying on
township business in the-new
township hall on 11 Mile Rd. at
Orchard Lake Rd.

AFTER THE Civil War, the
people living in a square mile
of territory around what is

Continued on Page 7
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handicapped child's strengths
and weaknesses to his class-
room teacher.

AND

Suding the lop of -an antique
‘Hsewood piano that s
uammed corner to corner

Below Cost!

IN REFERENCE to pres-
erving the city’s heritage

homes. Mrs.,Briggs says: “It gives you a wondérful th a beautiful collect f
Special - One Week Only!’ "1 fecl they definitely should ~feeling that you can help puch; on . COATS
Women's & Teens R $ 'l 500
DRESS FLATS Entire
Variety of Colors Stock of
1
Women's & Teens Summer to /2 OFF
OXFORDS, SLIP-ONS -
APS Sportswear
Reduced!
® SHORTS
® SLACKS
® BERMUDAS
® JAMAICAS
| ® 1-T0PS

\ Early American

Furﬁil'
91

1/2 offt

BRA
GIRDLE

Children’s, Girls’ and Boys’
Large Selection of

DRESS & PLAY SHOES
$4A88 __$ gss

VALUES TO $14.00

ITALIAN SANDALS

Women's - Misses’
Men's and Boys'
VALUES TO $9.00

$288 10 $588

) Annubel!e ,:
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Michigan Bankard
Master Charge BankAmericard

Open: Mon., Thurs,,
Fri. il 9 p.m.
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