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Newcomer leads the pack in trustee tail

‘Challeng

By Btevo Barnaby .
edltor

James Aberpethy sces an education-
al mandate in his first place finish for
the Farmington School Board,

“The board has heard a atrong state-
ment from the public,” sald the engl--
neerlng professor as the votes were tal-
lled Monday evening at Farmington
Hills City Hall,

“They {the public) would like to sse
thelr chitdren's potential challenged,”
hesald,

Throughout the campalgn, Aber
has hammered away af the
theme of offering a bigger challenge to
nudm

rlmt time cand{dato placed tops
ln a llctd of flve w)m aas votes. His
vote count bent Helen
Prutow who gnmcmd 150 votes. Both
will serye four-year terms.

A professer. at Lawrence Instituto of
Technology, Abernethy feels strongly
sbout upgrading graduation standards
in the district. He also belloves that

year
public education must be cognlzant of

competition from private schools.

“To meet these challenges; the 44-
year-old Farmington plenning eommis-
sloner wants to deal with what he.bo-
Iieves abe inequities within the district.

‘ “There ls an nnequnkma of opporm- .
nlty." hc zald. *In some: bulldmgs
‘l;ﬂl' 38 pthers may

tronbled a fob of “sald,

e klds

pareats.”

. Although Abernethy hay pmlmd to
being satisficd with the preseat board,
he does Littlo to dizguiso hly dL!plwum
with some of the ‘present pncdm
within the distriet. .

“T think e have {o bo very, vcry
carcful before we say everything’s per-
fect because there are somo classes
where there [s not a lot expected,” he
sald in n receat interview,

Aberniethy would like to see teachers
retrained who because of layoffs have
been forced to .teach subjects with
which they are unfamillar.

PRUTOW joined with Abernethy in
stressing an upgrading of the gradun-
tlon requirements within the district.

But to do this, she sald, additional

belp will have to be given to somoa stu-
dents, '

“Eomo kids will need extra help with
teadlng,” sald the two-term trustee. 1
would Lke to concentrato on remedial
reading in my next term.”

She believes that math, now a two-

years. Sho secs sclence as a' two-year !v'

mandate program, rnumr than the
present oae year.

.But ths idd.-l are’ Rolog to have to
have a Hittle help. 1 don't want to see
thummw:all 10 &ht ot T sho
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Flri-time candidnte James “Abere-:

netby overwhelmed the opposition this

week, taking the top apot 1o the Farm.

Ington achool trustee election. -
Wienlug three of the four precincts,

the college’ profeasor outdistanced sce- |
-ond-place finlsher . Inetimbent' Helen

Prutow by 133 yotes, Abernethy
reccived 883 votes,. while Prutow

recelved 750, Each will serve a four-
Y .

year L
- Placlng a distant third was PTA ac- |.
‘Uvist: Roxanne Fltzpatrick with. 422

votes. Jageee Tom Buck received 418
votes, while elementary school teacher
Edmund Starrett recelved 283.. |

A letal 1,541 voters, turned out fer .7

‘his  year's school board dncﬂcu
shov
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Mlcrbeln Immersed In & game of
political one-u p for  two
weeks, the Farmlngton Hills City Coun-

cll setdled on'a 8.0 millago limit for the *

1984-85 budget.

The millage rate was an outrlght re--
jection of the proposed city budget re-
quiring 8.2 mills recommended by the
clty manager’s office,

The aciion was prompted by an “al-
ternativo™ budget pmposod by Mayor
Charles Willlams at ast week’s publie
2l cut, amounting: to
$200,000, spelled the cad of 'an anticl-

pated data proccmnx mlcm by the

‘1 object vehomenltly
about backing down
from the originsl
budget proposal, {
can't beligve that we
can't have faith in the
city administration.’

" —Joan Dudloy
- eouncil mo’mbar

bndley came nt 1t from naolker an-
e,

! ohject w.hernmlly about backing * m

dawn from the origlnal budget pro
n 8.3 mills)," Dudley safd, add-

dm!n.lm {based o
But with a us-mllllou hudgel undcr ing that Um “pialn ixsue is the timing of
consideration, the $200,000 was a sec<  the capltal 1mprovement program.”

ondary consideration in the engolng
battlo between Willlams and Councli-
member Joan Dudley.

'HIE FINAL vote on the millage bato was what councll members,
was 52, s‘nn;gxorﬂnz the 8.0 rate were " ticularly Willlams, call the  “council's

Joc Al-

. council
" katoeh, Robert Amalovar, Jan Dplan,

and Jody Soronen. Opposcd
dlm:m.bq-.l

“I can't believe that we can't have
luth in the city admlnblnﬂon," Dud-.

Undu'llnlng much of tha council’s do-
par-

{foellng” that In November they will avk
voters to pay addltional millage.

5

wero coun- - bulld a polico Lullding ds well as to pay
pan Dudley and Donn  fordther capital improvements, .

Wiliams- uid

of council gé@ﬂ '&a@aﬁ fa@ﬁ @hé

with the taxpay an

Willams 8lso eald that the 8 mills
budget would be tight if voters turn
down a request for additional millage

, for capital Improvements. But be add-

ed that the city should be levying for
“all the things we have to do and don't
Jevy for surplus.”

The clty
of its revenue in gurplus, Willlams said.

Anything that i surplus beyond that, he

said,. Is “Just mooles.

malntains nbout 10 percent

what “was nccmnry to net the job %

done.”
The polltical dcdalon faclng mmcll.

Savago sald, wa3 a declislon to nlc.k_

with .the recommended 8.2 mills. or
wlth 8 mills and later Jn Noveraber ask

votera for ndditionel mlliage for 3’ pro-

posed - pollce buildlug and cupltal m: - gl

pmv:menu

“Whichever way yml zo wilh these

Then we aru memma u:n pcopla o
much money,” .~

Dudley disagreed.

Charglng that the cc\mdl was a!mld
to go wlu: the administration's recom-

mended 0.2 mills because of a “possible
10" vofa ln November,” Dudley satd,

;"thm they ahonldn't be the ud.mlnhtn .

Angered

beca lllnnu
to hla “alternative” budget dhcu.sed E
- last week, Dudley, a2 member of the
-city'’s charter commissla

o, tald the
mayor that the d!y‘s founders {ntended

ation withln

cop budget
the hounds of tha city manager's office.
Oalav[nx Clly Maoager Ba
Bt aom uug Larry

muammdwmhm
r.and the cooncll” Sa

-Bavage sald,

o G MER

labod conncll for nvoidmx Iw mpwub
bilities, " °

“Tha pame of.the game ladies and B
- . geatlemen is leadership, And I think its

time you showed it,” Dudley sald,

Proylding the andience Mopday with
an unofflctal vote of the probable out-
come of the budg
lama ¢

tlebmemlhonlnnvoro“humm
thowa | :

we can get the'Job dcne," .

INTINUIN: uzumcnt that
‘hmdlm; must be.built cp for nceded
* capital improvements, Dudley admoit;

et, dlsctmmn, wi- |
noted the im g

2 dechlun ol
iestion of addi.

. Molding his ground during the
-.tax debote wae “Farmington
Hills Mayor Charles Wiliams..
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