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Keep politics out
of manager's office

You've gotta give the guy a chance. I'm
ta)king about the new Farmington Hills
City Manager Bill Costick.

Taking the helm from the retiring and
soon to be retired Larry Savage on July 1,
Costick already is finding out what it's
like to be in the council hot seat. Not that
he alréady doesn't know what the action is
lixe when you have to do business with the
83ng up at the corner of Crehard Laké and

Eleven Mlle. Costick has been assistant
manager since January of 1981,

‘But you know how 1t is. A body really
néver knows what a job is llke until he/she
adtually sits in the chair, Sort of like th

ative of the council. . . The ultimate decl-
sion Is the council's, When you come Into
the area of the best posture of presenting
something to the voters, that isn't up to

e ration, that’s up to the coun-

difference between living with body
apd being married. Just t'aint the same.
+Well, now that Costick and the motley
crew are about to be offictally wed, the
heat is starting to be put on by the crew.
Too bad. Costick Is the kind of adminls-
tréator this clty has needed for a Jong time.
“But city council for a couple of years
ngw has a real bad tendency to belabor
the city manager's office with petty poli-
tles. Actually, the council’s politics are
permeating every office at city hall. One
city hall employee was heard to lament
tlat the constant councll lobbying of city
efnployees was getting to the breaking
it \

Pphint. \

"You're afrald to be seen talking to one
councilman in fear that another wil want
to know what's going on,” sald thesem-
ployee.

+But Savage, now that he is free to
speak, let the councll know just what he
{hought of the way they bave been acting
~= or I should say mishehaving of late. His
opportunity came the other night at the
council session as the council debated the
merits of the admininstration's budget
versus one presented by hizzoner Charlle
Williams. .

£"The political decisians are the prerog- -

Games for

th

cil," said Savage,
Scems Savage had had about enough

when, for the second week in a row, Wil-

- liams turned to one of the city adminins- -

trators to lend support to his proposal.
The first week the victim was Finapce DI-
rector Chuck Rosch, This week, Costick
was Willlams’ victim.

C'mon Charlie, what do you expect the
guy to say when you ask him ahbout your
budget proposal? I mean, you're the boss
‘— for now, anyway,

For some reason I have a real hard
time imag a city manager telling the
elected mayor,“actually Chuck, this whole
debate is’ rather stupid and a waste of
time, There {sn't o flea’s width difference
{iscally between your proposal and mine.
So why don't you take your political act on
the road and leave me to do the job Im
paldtodo.” .

Costick won't say it So I will, Actually,
in far mare pollite and legalistic terms the
clty charter says the same thing, Leave
the administrators out of the political
frays. That ‘goes for you Charlic, Bob,
Donn, Jan, Jody, Joan and Joe.

As for you Bill Costick, good Juck and
glve ‘em hell. . P

isabled:

our chance to shine

PERSISTENCE, SKILL AND determl--
nation — she had it all. Unfortunately, her
high school coach didn't see it that way.
For four years, she made every practice
and never missed a game. But at the end
of those four years, her playing time to.

* taled zero, .

.. The problem was her fleld hockey coach
had a handicap. The coach couldn't accept
the young woman, a minimally involved
victim of cerebral palsy, es an athlete.

Today she is one of the best athletes o
a team representing the US, at the 1954 -
International Games for the Disabled in
New York, according to Jeff Jones, sports
and recreation supervisor for United
Cerebral Palsy of Detroit. '

THATS WHAT  the Intermational
Games are all about. They give good ath-
letes, who happen-to be handlcapped,. &
chance. to compete in -2 sporting. event

. With a structure and rules that parallel
the Olymples. In fact, the international
Games are being used as a test for every-
thing from meals to securlty for the Los
Angeles games. e b
- Like that coach, howaever, people I the

metropolitan area séem cnable to accept.

- an athlete with a hardleap, Therapsutic

_ recreation officials in Wayne and Oakland

counties‘report that not ‘one member of
is covering: 0

iy
e

the art of the-80-member. U.6,
“tear. There are 1ive) fron the 1Oty
Theydpentic’ Recreation Progeam opern

|- sald

games on the

Sandra
Armbruster
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Redistricti

THE SQUEEZE i3 on Michigan Demo-
crats in what looks like a long battle over
control of state government. R

Less than twg years after Gov. James
Blanchard took office as leader of the
state party, the Democrats' longtime

" domination of both houses of the Legisla-

ture suffered 2 wrenching setback.
- ‘The recall elections saw two Democrat-
dc senators who supported Blanchard’s
temporary tax increase dumped and re-
placed by two Republicans.

"The Republicans assumed numerical
superiority in the Senate and that bod;
hasn't been the same since, l

THE DEBATE over tax-cutting mea-
sures pr d by the Senate
has dominated the Lansing scene.
Republican majority leader John En-
gler of Mt. Pleasant has led a GOP de-

mand for a dramatic tax cut, even though

he and the other Republicans knbw that
the Dem-controlied House wouldn't think
of passing the Engler-proposed cut and
the governor would veto it. Blanchard, un-

" for athietes who are handicapped {5 “par-

allel to women in sports.” -

“In the Olympic movement, women
have .had the ‘samg -problem,” he ex-
plained. “It will.be a tong time beforé the
disabled recelve public dcceptance® -

- 'THAT'S BEGINNING to change. For
the first time, there will be two wheel-.
chair distance races in the L.A. games.
Afhletes will be competing -for gold’
medals in a 1,500-meter men's race and in -
a B00-meter women's race. Competitors
will be chosen during the New York Inter-
national Games closing ceremontes,

Meanwhile, athletes still face hurdles

from employers and {rom lack of public -

1l gupport. = * RO
. Employers don't offer the sarne consid-

eration. 1o - handicapped athletes, ' J

+"_*1f they were golng to LA.; ther com:
y-would pack ibar bags with tha'com-

2 ry thing.” ' - 22
Tho athletos 1okt st Feckend:

-84 by the cltfes of. Wayne, ‘Westling and < 'lko, vusts,

* ‘Garden City, tea frim tha team éooniored
by the Oakland Coprty Parke 2nd Rocro.

2tton Coruslaion, oo from a Sterhi
Heiphts tearit snd tw0 {rora Lennoy.

,ﬁlyr'npki hg}nmm,“’;ﬁam ‘Portip
ersou, eroprtie rectention
£,45im, Onkland Coumty Parks sod i
; migsion. thfeten

supsesisor

“They'ra fust- a3 compatithve .2z the
g Flaig-b-

i

der p to evade the tax-hiker im-
age, offered a moré modest tax cut.

- The newest measure of controversy has

been the proposal of Sen. R. Robert

- Geake, R:Northville, to cut funding of the _

program that provides welfare assistance
to single able-bodled adults, The measure

has-inspired rhetorie from" Republicans, .-

Democrats, - Detroiters. and out-staters

uncoristitutional because it was tacked on

@< Bob
. .Y Wisler

" to legislation dealing with another matter
and thus deprived the publte of an oppor-
tunity to serutinize the plan.

THE STATE Supreme Court has agreed
to review it in order to avold chaos in the

with crles of racism being injected once
again by Detroit Mayor Coleman Young.

THE CHANCES of Geake's measure
being passed by the. Legislature and ac-
cepted by the governor are about the
same as that of the Engler tax-cut pro-
posal. One suspects that Geake's proposal
is either 1) a measure designed to put the
spotlight of publicity on the bill's spofsor,
or 2) an effort to focus budget-trimming
attention. on the Department of Social
Services spending programs.

Lately the Legislature has grown more
fractlous as members debate the amount
of speclal. ald that the city of -Detroit

_should recelve from state government.

So now there are demands on Blanchard
to restore some sense of order and harmo-
ny in the Legislature. L.

* While all this is going én a new assault
has opened on Democratic dominance in
the form of a-law suit-which claims that

. the 1883 reapportionment plan approved -
by the Dq d d L

is unconstitutlonal. Oakland County Cir-

cuit Judge George LaPlata ruled that it is

August’ primary .and November general
clectlon, State Senate members are pot up
for re-elecfion but’Hotse members are
and their districls would be affected by a
decision which would render the '83 red|
portionment Invalld.-

Polltical experts feel that the '83 reap-
portionment helps Democrats more than
Republlcans and Republicans are nnxi?us

to see LaPlata's ruling stand, - !

Of course, the high court is theoretica]ly
non-partisan but -human nature beldg
what it is, it might be expected that the

- supremes — with Democrats of good
standing in the majority — will overturn
LaPlata’s ruling and give the Democrats a
little breathing room this fall,

The Supreme. Court should at the least
decline to rearrange district lines until af-
ter this election in the interest of electoral

“orderliness, o .

" That means all the. Democratic house
members have to worry about this fall is
running as tembers of a party which ap-
proved a state income tax increase and as
R party in oppositlon to Ronald Reagan.
.Those prablems might make the prospect
of rearranged districts look welcome by

comparison. -

18 hield. Here are sorie recent examples: .|
) Nemg y{xere E;eovendted fm‘rg alc-
conipanying the ps during the In-
vasion'of Grgnada_‘sl'a:t'yenr. The géneral
publicseemed unaffected by, the on:

:‘ilec?:‘l:_belwm Bovertiiy

. THENKING about thls inkt;
a8 tbo Obaéryer: & Eccentrie prep

Public should see more of us :

difference between aur soclety and that of
a.totalitarian reghme 'such as. Russfa.
Freedom to know what is going ot In qur
wt;rld'ls what Nving in a demn:

ke ocratic sogl-
nbout, : BB
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