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France retains legendary chateaus, charm

Last week Contributing Travel
Editor Iris Jones last weck ook us
to France and the Normandy Prov-
ince where 40 years ago Allied
Jorces secured a beachhead to begin

a that would

end World War II in Europe. This
week Jones' travels take her to
Mont St. Michel, through the Loire

Valley and to Paris.
By tris Jones
spoclal wrltor
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the Island.

over the street.

tidal flats below.
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T APPEARS at the end of the road
cxactly as you've seen it in the
tourlst magazines: a small Island
rising in rocks, stone walls and

«., rooftops to the splre that plerces the

At low tide, Mont St. Mlchel sits in a
gleam of tidal fints, boats tipped and
'. walting for the sea. Ancient pligrims
i+ called It St. Michael in Perit from the
because so many pligrims were
drowned, or sucked Into the quicksand,
while wading across those tidal flats to

Modern pilgrims approach ft across
a long causeway, on foot or In the con- .
voy of tfourist buses that crowd the
- road fn summer. Pedestrians create o
traffic jam through King’s Gate and up
the Grand Rue — a narrow stone lane
that winds up hill between fificenth
and slxteenth century billdings lean{ng

At street level there are restaurapts,
patiserries, glft shops, museums and on
lneredible array of tasteless souvenirs,

From the ramparts, between the top
of the town and the bottom of the Ab-
bey, you can look down past a tiny
walled garden to the rooftops and the

HBERE BETWEEN the town and the
crencllnted rooftops of the Abbey, with
tourists oot of my sight and sound, It Is
easy to lmagine the drama that hes
been played here for the last 1,000

ears,
Scene one took place in the eighth

At right: Chononcoaux Is one of fit
tho many chatcaus visitors can Py e 8
tour during a trip through ‘the PS3NEE 2

Loire Valley: land of Renaissance kings

T

century, when the Archangel Miche)
told the Bishop of Avranches to found a
small chapel on the island, Over the
next 1,200 years, the chapel was re-
placed by @ series of Carolinglan,
Romanesque and Gothie churches, each
grander and higher than the last,

You can cat pastries from open win-
dows at street level, but the specialty
of the region is the omelet served at
cither one of the two ‘original’ Mere
Poulard restaurants. At Les Terrasses
de Poulard we see the eggs beaten to a
froth, cooked on one side and falded, so
that the uncooked fener froth oozes lke

Left: One of tho colorful as.
pects of France — a resident
kooping tho elreot clean in
Mont St Michel,

whipped cream anto the plate.

‘There are accommodatlons on the Ls-
land or In neatrby towns. We stayed Im-
medlately across the causeway in Ho-
tel de 1a Digue, a simple hatel with
plain, clean rooms and 2 sensational
view of the island from its upstairs din-
ing reom.

‘OUR TOUR BUS lcaves Mont St, Ml-
chel after lunch and begins the long af-
ternoon ride towards Tours and the
chateaus of the Loire Valley. The lush
grass and pitched roofs of Normandy
blend with the fenced velvet hills of
Brittany, The cows pasted on the dis-
tant slopes are black and white, brown
and white, against a green carpet of
spring. .

You can't be a tourist all the time,
‘We nap as the bus hurtles through the
spring rain, rousing only when our
guide beglns.to talk about the royal
castles ahead.

There is a great irony In the tourist
ndustry develuped among the grand
chatcaus of France. The aristocrats
who bullt these beautiul castles wero
beheaded by the peasantry during the
French Revolutlon, and now the des-
cendants of the peasantry make a good
living selling the life of the kings.

THE CASTLE at Le Lude, for exam-
ple, was just another deserted royal
house until the town people declded to
convert the chateau into 2 tourlst at-
tractlons.

They created a Son ¢t Lumiere, a
sound and Hght show, ealled Sumptuous
Nights on the Banks of the Loir and

- DOW you must reserve’ long in ndvm\icc

to get a seat in high season,

It is Impessible to see all the cha-
teaus in a day or two, 50 we are
scheduld to sce the medieval castie of
Langeas and to visit a small winery at
Vouvray before the sun goes down.

FRIDAY: LOIRE VALLEY

This is my first visit to the Loire Val-
Iey but somehow I have seen it all be-
fore. Every movie I've ever seen about
the French kings and their swashbuck-
ling royal courts were sct here among
the grand chateaus of the Lelre.

Henry the Secont! matried Catherine
o0f Medlel and romanced Dianc de Pol-
tlers in castles rising like Disneyland
above the Loire River. Joan of Arc
stormed the eity of Orleans upstream,
Leonardo da Vinel died a few miles
away at Ambalse,

‘That’s a 1ot of history to carry on the
current of a river winding lazily past
my tour buy window In the morning
mist, It's also a lot of color and pagean-
try to absorb for the tourist who has a
1imited time to visit the grand chateaus
of the Loire Valley.

tour bus is one way to sce it in a
hurry, We have two days to sce the cha-
teaus, from the medieval castic of Lan-

Sunday in

On Sunday Parlsians are jammed in
a queuo of spring raincoats at the en-
trance to Angelinas, waiting to join the
low roar of velces In the three collo-
naded rooms. It is a Parisian experi-
ence, not only to try the coffee and
cakes here on the Rue Rivoll but to
watch the Parisians, fresh from the
'lu\;ueﬂu and the Louvre, maneuver the

c. .

There arc at least 30 people in line,

* The patient walt thelr turn. The cre-

atlve 0oze forward along the edges of
the crowd and Into the available spac-
3. The bold push through, head high,
sayiog *'pardon, pardon,” as'{f someone
‘was In there walting for them. They

- march shomelessly to ono of the plzza-

alzed marble tables leaving’confusion

PHOTOS/rls Jonos

The spire of Mont St. Miche! piorces the eky. The do_mlnaling
atructure is on an lsland off tho coast of the Normandy prov.
ince in the Gulf of St. Malo. Above, the Imposing Cl;umbard

chateau in the Loire Valley.

geals near Angera to the grandlose ml-
narets of Chambord, Qur home base Is
in the ancicat city of Tours, a busy city
of trafflc jams and highrise skytne
centrally located on the Loire.

THE BEST tour gulde of the arca ls
the Michelin gulde “Chatcaux of the
Lolre,” comprehensive enough but
small enough to hold tn my hand,

"It glves us a brief but satisfylng bls-
tory of the valley from the Romans
who founded Tourt and the Normans
who lnvaded It to the several genera-
tlons of French kings who played, hunt.
ed and conspired here. Most of the an-
clent cottage Indusirles have disa

It is too foggy to photograph but here
it is easy to imagine the time of Dlane

de Poitlers and Catherine de Medid, .
when sailboats fluttered on the river

and sixteenth-century dresses made
colored patches in the gardens and
among the trees, -

CHENONCEAUX is 2 slngle castle
in its own park, approached down a
long avenue of trecs. We approach Am-
bolse by squeezing past moming
shoppers on a busy town street.

From the ramparts we look past the
chapel where da Vinel Is buried, to the
busy main street and the river, or over

King's Apartment,

pearcd, along with the ial
traffic on the river, but we are enfoy-
ing the frults, vegetables and flowers
that still make thls the Garden of
France. .

My favorlte chateau so far today is
Chenonceaux, a slxtcenth-century cas-
tle an the Cher, one of many tributaries
of the Lolre. Even In the heavy morn.
Ing mist you can see downstream, in a
sound of birds, to the graceful chateau
walking in arches of stone across the
water.

our to the
all that is really left of the estate,

Charles VIII was born here. The
Wars of Rellglon culminated o the
repression of the Conspriacy of Am-
boise here, From the rooftops we can
see the life of 20th century France
golng on in a great bustte below,

That is on¢ of the most Interesting
aspects of thls arca, experlencing the
1lfe of our French contemporaries in
the seiting of the Renatssance kings.

Paris: what a show!

and disbelle! among those of us who
are still in line,

The men and women leaning over
the tables, talking animatedly, are not
tourists, they aro Parisians. Just as
well, Most Americans would be furious

by the time they braved the line, were
knee- Ty

seated to-knee and served a tay
cup of black French coffee. But a wise
traveler enjoys the show, and it's a
great show.
‘The setting is an clegant 19th-contu-
Hed and my

YOUNG COUPLES lean in laughter
across the tables, waltresses In black
unfform and white aprons weave
through the crowd carrying trayd of sil-
ver tea pots, wine glasses and carafes
of water. - -

Trays of cakes trundle by, three-lay-
er chocolate, coconut with chocolate
layers tap and bottom, petit fours, all
of them rich and deliclous.

hat am I doing here on a wet
spring aft ? This i3 day two of an

ry salon with
walls, carved cellings and archways
leading off to other rooms, The Pari-
slans dress in their own Individualistic
style, whether It's a leather Jackgt, a
fashlonable raincont, a ped Jogglng sult
orasllk dresy,

escorted bus tour of France, a dozen
American travel writers belng escorted
around the country by Mauplntour of
wrence, Kan,
I enjoy Paris In the rain today.To-
morrow we will tour the elty including
Luxcmbo}xxg Gardens, and Notre Dame.
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Thls. trip through
timp T've ever taken an

N masmmaaa(mumuu:c?] .. Jone:

;7. . -Otber. companies' rated highly for

| tholr tours outside ihe U. 8, were Olson Tra- : ;z:g‘lilg';';g
velworld and - Westours. was given r

. pental United Stuten.

I travelod on 2 press trip with !innp!n-
_tour, a tour company that was rated by tha
Migaring {Ma;

Tauek
+*tha higheat, rating for tonts within thecontt-  *

"';; GUR ITINERARY, 'a plightly nbhreviat.
ed verulon of ‘Maupislour's- “Francs ~
Hlghllghta”  included.” Perls, . Charires,
Glverny, Roacy, ko beaches of Rorman

Escorted bus tour is

Franco was the first
cscorted )

Iris

i traveler

Not all meals aro Inch

‘good way

the tour temporarlly as you pass through
thelr area. No smoking Is allowed on the
tour by

us. L.
You stay In the top hotels avallable in 2n
ares, which may mean an elegant hotel in
Parls or a.tiny roadside motel beside the
causeway &t Mont 5t Michel .° ., - .
. The tour starts with a recoption, 50 that
you can be Introduced’to your trip-mates.
uded, but those that
are Included offer flne food in interesting
Things are

Kilburg,

ma;

. Mont St. Michel, and tho ch
Loira !

piptonr, - A tovr - din

Valley. .
‘" 7The logistics are standard on any Aaw.
g " !n‘i charge
;. throughut the trip, actlog s pulde, prob-
dy, " -lem golver and friend. Expart gul des foin

 of the

20 that
you cover everything offered In tha tour - -
. hrochixm(wmlllhembonlyungpwwn). .

THERE 1S o eatlngor drinkihg of any-
kind on the tour bus. Our tour director, &

y Observer &
* 3625 Schoolcraft, L

togo

warm knawledgable man vamed Maury
inslsied

seats on the bna daly, 56 that everybody got
& chanco at the various seat positions and
#0 that they could get to know one another. ,

"It those Kinds, of rules doo't sult you,
.you shonldn't. be on a four bus. I
don't really know what tho alternatlye tour
bus styles arc. If you bave any travel expe-
- ‘rlence on a scheduled bus tour, sharo your
witbus, | .

" Call me at 477-1468 or writo to me Im-
-mediately: Iris Saxderson Jones, travel eds-
vonia 48150,

t pastengers rotato,

tric Ncmpupcm .




