EDITOR'S NOTE: At a recent
Farmington Hills budget heaning,
the debate over the use and fund-
ing of the community’s library sys-
tem was revived. This is the first
in a serics of storfes about the li-
brary, its future and how neighbor-
ing systems are operated. |

By Tom Bacr
slaff writer

Publle llbraries are places where
“the modern cltizen can secure rell-
ahle and disinterested advice on prac-
tical matters and where he Is helped
to get'hls bearinga In the complexities
of modern communlty life,” accord-
Ing to an academie deflaftion.

The first Amerjcan public Ubrary
was opened in Pe
1833 on the basis of an 1821 law
which tted a certaln portion of

&cﬂ:local taxes to be used for educa-
onal purpeses.

Most Lbrary officials wuu!d agres
with the stated purpose, and the

method .of flnancing has
largely unchanzed. But just m

Gordon Lowri, tha diatrict's di-
rector, {8 finding himesHl In-
croasingly having to explain the
now rolos being taken on by the
library systom.

Cost spiraling
as support lags

‘Thefunding has
remained stable or
gone down, while the
cost of books has risen
25 percent since 1280."
! — Gordon Lowls
library director

Lbraties,

'$1,122,050.

funds are handled bas become a pm—
ent-day issue at the Farmington Com-
munity Library,

Library officlals claim they're not

getting all the money they're entitled *

to from the citles of Farmington and
Farmington Hills, which collect and
dlsburse the tax money.

Furthermore, some local 1
people say hey'd Like to “go autono-
mons” — that is control thelr own
finances aa a separate taxing authorl-
ty responsibla lor thelr own millage,

Samn dty om{::u and councllmen

For uw mmry to achleve autono-
my, voters In Farmington and Farm-
Ington Hills would bave to approve
both the propoaition for I.ndepcndenca
and tho required to run the

Such a plim was voted down in
FarmingtonIna 1078 clection.

FARMINGTON’S PUBLIC Uibrary,

"described a3 “very heavily used" by

Director Gordon Lewls, cheeks out
more than kelf a million materials &

year.

“In"addltion, we conducted a sur
vey which ghowed that more than
400,000 books wrere used in the lbrary
lbe.!! " Lewla sald. “Some 217,000 ref-
erenco questlons were answered, and
more. then 500 community meetings
were beld in the ubnry with 28,000
pwvle participating "

‘Tha Ubrary ia one of six projects

funded Jolnuy by the citles of Farm-

on and Farmington Hills. It has a

“lnul recommmended  budget” of

The lon's aharn - —

$969,917 -- comes from larger, more
ons Farmington Hills. .

0
To get 'tha work done, the library
has a full-time staff of 30 to go.with
nbont 30 students who work part

The Ubrary relles heavily on volun-

Separate
millage
@%@%@ﬁ@@i

8! Tom Baer
otaff wrltor

In this corner, , . the llbrary, which
would  llke total control. over ' its”
flnznees, In thet cormer . . . the cltlcs
. of Farmington and Farmington Hills,
which would Utke to continue to bave 2
hlnngo #ay in the library's budgct~mnk-

the facility getting less than its ahare
of thetaxple. - .
“Tto - prodlem it Farmiogton — |
¥ and tho polat we've been trylug to get |-
i acm:atathe councils — is that the |-
plcbyvnto. back when it (Parming- |:
. mlls)wunlowmhlp,gnvenaone :
" mill for operaling,” Wibby sal
. i "Each'year wn‘mmnlnsw pereent
crnnpezmz,bnwonevummwgct 5
'!.ha ol one miil wa’m sappozed. to

E:plalnlng their budgeting procexs,
Wibby catd that cach year the L
siaff puts together the budget, which .
glven to ths library board for review || .
and approval. . o

TUE DUDGET then goes to tho city
manzgers who “work It over 23 they do
with the bodgets of all departments
the cities,” accondlng to' Wibby. 'mcn
- comes a jolnt conference Involving elty

and lbrary people.
“We go over whnt wo’re dolng or not
dolna." Wlbby “In the past few
y dow:
ward ad jmmcnh mads [n ourroqum-
o " :

‘The budget then Is pressated ln a
folnt nua!on of the city councils, which
listen {0 explanations and eventually
vote on it y

anuhw: bcaﬂnzontbebudxut
‘thmwuu:l-‘ Hills Ma ¥
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Ploago turmn to Page 3

Library  brothor Bradloy. In rocont years llhrnrlnl hnve
cecllon are Dnn:o]o 8uilka nnd branched out Into a varioty of activitios.

n
children’s

Court ruling throws dasmcts into disarray

Becawe of - mcmt Md:lm Su
prema Court d
Stato Rep.

&Myﬂmhmwhulwnd .

triets nncansmqunnl has uxruwn can-
didates ‘and clections omdm Inte & ficld Townshi
quandary.

Minengn Farmington and Farmiog-

::;ther’m; dis-

Comments on Pope’s

T Teitersid o Po;m‘
| corvaliseu was cﬁtjc!:ﬂ

Iatest vlews on sex.

Pmtutut:n and, llburll :al.hollu.
‘aeconding to press sccoun .
Today's

Bat the dod.sinn causes prodlems - Democrats, .
“whlch go beyond which elected official . ‘Thq bllc&m) don't vrant to© Housa Bitl 4481 by nif
repmaeuuwhom ropass g wantitto pember.. Digtricts . 4r¢.,3i0ce  Dearly k

“We'te very concerned -about our bq:lnwlmmymn}  Apol plan,” 11 slce, but many 3 G o8
‘mmry to prlnl nbseu voter ballots  Faustsald. lleulAlhoApol plan would - monity and cotnty. lipde’~2 which Ré- ! - tior

timely enough,” saj Altman, “give Repablicans good chance to win 20.° publlumu!l “genrymandering.*
. Oakland County’ elxkilm difeclor, . to 24 Senate seats, l.ltboun House na- 3 i b i

“Thers is no margin for error, If we - publicans . wooldn't necuarxly
mnennerror,ll}nverycmuyin _h:lped ch,. -, 3
terms of dollars and 2 c«;sotzn .
" tot cantinin t "';',,:.Ywm Qe gEN, RUDY mmu. n-w-hmrd.

3 “tloas for state Houge of Represcnta.”

. mppwmxudu uuw‘:m

ber, chuhl!cm.! Have taken couh'nln! Lold the' Leglslature ¢
tbeSunu duemmomﬂoltwo ﬂa%f‘he!l ’

" Novi Wmulumcy nnd plr.b up South-
p.

who was elocted thin year to réplaco
 tives seata. Brotherton and Demicrat of the cecallod Dy
Vicki Barnett of Farmington Hills ap-
famﬂyw‘.llhnmmaqxlnlnrhlll
ot spota,
Candidates for U8, Congress and
nklnnd County Commission are unaf-

octed. Btato smu eloctiom lren‘l

.dmdnledmul 1086,

BUIMUNANDIOUSLY,MM-
- coutt-gave tho Leglalaturo a chahos to




