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Pleasant vacation

in the back yard

FOR YEARS on end, each time summer
rolled around, the big questlon was bound
to arise: Where will we spend our vaca-

- tion?

For awhile, it was fun to tour Upper
Michigan, and one year we went as far as
Copper Harbor. Other years we spent our
time at some of the lakes in the Lower

i Penlnsula. Our favorite was Higgins Lake
! and the Hotel Burdell, now out of exis-
+ tence.

Then came a time when The Stroller’s
work took him to summer conventions.
That was fortunate because each year the
convention was held in a different place.
In fact, one year it took us to Homolulu,
and what a time we had!

During these annual meetlngs, we were
in almost every state in the Union, but the
best was yet to come,

BACK IN 1870, we were lnvited to head
a group from Plymouth, Mich., which was
going to Plymouth, England, to help the
folks over there celebrate the 350th anni-
versary of the saillog of the Mayflower,
From there, a side trip to the Europcan
continent was appeallng and enjoyed.

In later years, we found the idea spot on
the banks of the St. Clair River at Marine
City — the lady’a home town.

We were headed there again this year
when something unforeseen happened, and
the journey to the blue waters of the river
had to be caneeled.

What now?

It meant we had to stay at bome. Lo and
behold, the open green space In the midst
. of the small wooded area has proven to be
» ddeal.

Years ago, The Stroller’s mother
advised him that if he were going to be'a
weed puller, he should be a good one.
" Mother shauld see him now.

DESIGNING AND rearranging the
flower beds, along with the planting of the
¢ flowers, are more enjoyable than at first
+ suspected.
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IN AN ERA where journalistic integrity
is under increasing scrutiny, it Is disheart-
ening to read of various scriveners who
confess to making up and altering detalls
in thelr stories to provide more dramatic
reading.

The latest Is Alastalr Reld, longtime
staff writer for the New Yarker maga-
zine, who tells of changing some detalls in
his storles to make thern more harmoni-
ous with the tota} effect he hoped to
achieve.

‘The writer said he dld this In the lnler-
est of acekipg a “larger reallty.”

FOR EXAMPLE Retd mte in one
pleco abont a group of Spaniards in-a
“small flyblown bar by the harbor, a fa.
vorite haunt of mine for some years be-.
cause of its bouyant clientele,”

He now acknowledges that the bar and

porting
was not Invalidated by the taet unt l.h¢
bar ia or sn't there.”
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There Is an ndded interest now. It is
gelung acquainted with the animal and
life. More and more each day, he
wlshcs the birds and the squlrrels and
rabbits could talk, Better yet, he wishes bhe
could understand their motives.

Every morning they are on hand, com-
ing almost to the edge of the beds as if to
8ay, “Good morning.” Once in a while, a
large pheasant struts his stuff in full view.
‘The wonder of it is that they must be able
to tell time as they make their appear-
ance about the same hour each day.

Once In a while, too, we get an unusual
caller — an opossum from down In the
Bell Creek area. But the real fon comes at
dusk. At this hour, the birds come for a
drink at the fountain and play a sort of
game. It could be their verston of softball,

SO AT LONG last, The Stroller bas
found an ideal spot for a tion where

time can be spent to purpose even better
than strolling along a beach or sltting in a
chalr at river's edge.

The fun of it, at this point, is the fact
that The Stroller does not know the names
of the flowers. He just visits the nursery
or the road stands, picks out the colors he
wants, and hustles home to plant them,
boping they will grow as he had designed
them in the garden,

All told, the vacation days have taken
on a new place In The Stroller's life. He

has found a great vacation spat — right in

his own back yard.
Talk about "Acres of Dlamonds.” This
isit.

‘Larger reality’ is
false god of press

. Bob
y Wisler
Journalism hag long held to the tenet
that truth is paramount and not something

to ke dallied with, even at the risk of bor-
ing the reader. -

_Nevertheless, thcre is occnsinnnily the
temptation to nsert into a story a state-
ment which was never spoken, a colorful
background fact that Is unverllable, a
minor fabrication just for the sake of
keeping the reader on the hook.

I AM OFTEN reminded of two famous
1ines in Americana:

‘o Willle “The Bank Robber” Sutton,
who reportedly was asked why he robbed
banks and replied, "Bccam that's where
the tnoney Is”: .

o “stmdux Joe” Jackson, who, after
. being harred from haseball for throwing.
the 191 Wnﬂd Serlu, was nppmachcd hy
& kid who shuffled up' In
ey 4, "&ylt

tax, ant
youiig . " which glves zeros to flaming Liberals

!, most family g
] eourmymlu(orwom:nlhatmdl,.
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Grand Prix good for region

VROOM.

Automobile engines will roar in down-
town Detroit during the third annual
Grand Prix ths weckend. On Sunday an
inter of ap-
proximately 80 miilion in 46 nations wﬂl
view the car race on the streets of down-
town Detroit.

“With good weather, we hope to break
all attendance records,” said Larry Crane
of Detroit Renalsnnce Detroit Renais-
sance sponsors the Grand Prix. Last year
71,000 spectaters paid to watch the race
from inside course barricades. Another
estimated 130,000 viewed the race from
downtown highrise bulldings.

Detroit is one stop in an International
16-race Formula One clreult, It began in
Brazil on March 25 and will conclude in
Spain on Oct. 21. The only other U.S. stop
is Dallas.

1t is fitting that the motor capital nl the
world has become the site of one of the
world's most important races. :

YOU MAY WONDER what this means
to you. Perhaps you live comfortably in a
tree-lined suburban nelghborhood and
never venture into Detroit.

. But many of your neighbors are coming
tn the Grand Prix,

; "“We don't know where all the spectators
! N
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are from,” Crane said. “But I'm sure the
majority are from Detroit's suburbs.”

Also, much money Is brought into this
area from the Grand Prix. It attracts
tourists from throughout the United States
and Canada. Many are housed, fed and
cntertained In the suburbs. Organlzers es-
timate $12 million wiil be pumped into the
local economy during the Grand Prix.

Most important s that what is good —
or bad — for Detroit is good or bad for the .
suburbs. If you don’t belleve that, look at
the suburbs immediately north and west
of Detrolt. Problems of urban blight are
slowly creeping into these areas. Running
away to the suburbs offers no long-term
solutions.

And the Grand Prix is good for Detroit.
It gives the clty a chance to showease it-
self not-anly for 200,000 spectators but
also for an International television audi-
ence. It demonstrates Detroit is on the re-
bound.

1 vivldly recall watching ABC's national
telecast during the flrst Grand Prlx two
years ago. Beautiful plctures graced the
screen of the riverfront area and the Re-
naissance Center, You can't buy that kind
of publiclty,

ORGANIZERS ARE OPTIMISTIC lhat
the Grand Prix will continue as an annupl
event. But that will depend on ticket sal
Detrolt Renaissance will give no dcw?;
but admits it lost many thousands of do;
tars during the first two Grand Prix races.

Early ticket sales are up thls year, atd
corporations have rented all of the hospl-
talily suites, But ticket sales must be good
for.the preliminary races on Saturday agd
the finals on Sunday. °

The ticket price schedule is complex
varying from a y grandstand seat
for'$75 to a Free Day on Friday when
there is no charge for practice sessions.
For more Information, call 258-PRIX.

Those attending should not take. the

“freeways directly Into downtown Detroit.

Streets will be clogged with preparations
for the race. Parking is available on the
perimeter of downtown Detroit and wlll
require only a few blocks’ walk, .

Make suré you're there when the en-
glnes start up this weekend.

Sngns of our congressmen

FIFTEEN years ago I used to suggul
at newspaper conventions that we
;shouldn’t report on candidates’ families —

‘thelr. spouses and number of kids. We,

should stick, I argued, to politically rele-
" vant facts such as kinds of college de-

. grees, work experience and philesophy.
My brethren and sistren In the journal.
.+ ism business were ‘unanimous- in their
"~ scorn., “What right do you have,” szld one,
.“to delete facts about families that the

sald -
1, Well, my siblings in'this business have .

<come full circle, Today.we not only drop
refercnces, but we have cut

spending, anti-ragulation gmup
001 td trae-hilie eommum.

munn of:
tes." m .
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Lo and behold, theré was & correlatlon:
© Fire and air signs tended to be liber-
al. Reading from left to center, these are
Leo, Gemin, Sagittarius, Aquarlus, Aries

and  Libra.

& Earth and water signs-tended to be

-conservative. From right to center, they - .
are Taurus, Vlrgo, Scorplo, Cancer, Capri- ** that

corn and Pisces.

but his Sagiuarian liberalism shows up in
his ACA marks, which are inthe 30s.  *
‘Rep. Bill Broomfield, R-Blrmingham,
is 2 Taurcan. His ACA marks have been in
the middle 70s, fairly conservativel. ¢
As 18th District congressman, Demb-
crat James Blanchard, now governor,
ranked § to 15 on the ACA Index, pretty
liberal. You would expect that from a Leo.
By the way, Leos are noted for belng
blustery, showing authority, showing gen-
crosity and having glfts for leadership,
according to the zodlze literature. H
Us."Sén” Carl Levin is a Cancerlan}a
sign you.would.expect to be thrifty, cob-
segvative, tight-tinted. Democrat Levinis
indeed with the'defense budget. Oth-
erwise hé ranks as a relatlve Liberal. Al l

" sald, the correlations nren‘t perfect. .

Now, fhese wrere uten as groups, Indi-
viduals unider any one sign could range
from 5 to 95, but within each group there
was.p clmm'. Leos clustered mund the -
33 mnrk. 'rn\n-uns nmmd 59,

“DON mEGLE, Mlckmnx senlor USS.

can, - where he was, unhappy, and
Wi lchedtolha Democrats, among whom
hels still @ maverick, Weli, Aquarians are
left'of centor and unpredln!.nble. S
Rep. Carl Firseli, R- Plymouul, xarely .-

D
-“My'systern has one defender, Gundd
" the Witch says the mere fact: that scid

disagresq out loud with the Reagan forces, - bott thése

oy

But, Bill _Ford, the 18 ul Dlm'lct Detm-
cratic Lot . Taylor ~—

ngresaman
tlrlz;ru a Leo for you. ACA ranks him 5jto

“The ratings are incomplew on such j\ih-

" for members of Congress as Sander Levin,

D-Southffeld, a Virgo, and Dennis nmbl.
Harper Woods, a Saggitariar: *

tists don't know_bow or why. gometh
works doesn't’ mean it'doesn't work.
Geminl, Gundella’ can be vcxy lnluit,‘
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