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teer workers. Accordlyg to Ubrary re-
cords, volunteers logged 8,771 hours
cqual to 4.2 staff membera and $60,000
worth of work last year,

Salaries and fringe beneflts account
for 57 percent of the total library budg-
ct, according to Lewls, and the anticl-
pated Ubrary payroil is $642,000, -

In 1968, when Farmington Hiils was
Farmington Township, votcrs passed
one mlll for operating the Ubrary for
20 years, Today, the mill translates
into about $1 millen.

Tracey Anderaon, a 1Slyur-old Formington resldent, studics at

| The library has received “various
{ 1amounts” over the last three years, but
;1not tha entlre one mill from the cltics,
according to Lewls.

“This kas impacted on the book
budget,” he said, “the funding has re-
mained stable or gone down, while the
cost of books has risen 25 percent since
1080."

"' As Lewls sces it the library 18 the
)victim of decislons mada by people
who don't -always understand the li

- i{ brary and its specin] needs.
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Like moat library people, Wibby fa-
‘vora Independence, which would allow

the library to levy itz own millage the - -

same way that most achool districts do.

“As far as tbe Library board is con-
cerned, I think we're In genern! agree-

* ment that, if we have complets support

of the citles and the varions polltical

leaders in town to go independent; it

would be in tho best Interest of the Ui

brary. ..
| .

" “if nothing elso, we'd get our full

miltage.”

BUT FINANCIAL independence for
the llbrary has little support among of-
Ilclats and councll persons of both cit-
les.

“If 1t lso't broken, don’t fix It— I
think that's how our council feels about

it,” sald Farmington City Manager -
Bt;hbmdmn.

“I think our council believes in the
checks and balznces we have with the
counclls reviowiog the budget, Thls
system has worked for a long time. Our
councl feels that the proof Is In the ex-
cellent Ubrary facilltics we bave.”

| brary
1‘7a,viiy? used’

*“The funding of schools and brarics
1s different than other municipal ser-
vices," he sald. “If you get fewer dol-
lars {or street paving, you pave fewer
streets.

‘But librarics have exceedingly bigh
costs becanse of the buildings involved.
We have 59,000 square feet ln two
bulldings and four floors. The costa of

Library
scenes

The Farmington
Community Library
0 @ busy piove uu-
ing business hours.
In two typlcal library
sconea at the Farm-
ington Hille branch,
Mary Beth O'Sulli-
van (left) of Farm-
ington checks the
card catafog, while
fibrary assistant
Anna Pacilto (bo-
low) faces a line of
patrons from be-
hind her desk. One
of Oakland County’s
busler librartes,
Farmington Com-
munity checks out
around half a mil-
fioh Items a yoar,
according to direc-
tor Gordon Lewls. .
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lem

wes that they
waaled to be an| 50 could
go for thelr own millage. But, if I recall
correctly, if thelr millags fallod, the

fore (in the 1978 election)
tonomous

two city councils were still responsibla *
L of the

for the funding, .

“I¢ was a little ke having your cake

and eating it too. I wazn't too thrilled
sbonthat”
AN

JOAN DUDLEY, who sits on the

Farmington HIlls Councll, supports the
status quo, .

“The library s part of the services
that determino the qualily of lifo in this
communlty,”, zald Dudlsy, who d=-
scribed herself a3 a heavy library user.
“1 feel that it's the responsibility of

to develop Into & city-versas-idrary

Lewts; the Ubrary
doesn’t want the f;
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creased awarencss by members of both  tha quota Hbrary story te: -
¢ty councils of the spocial eeds of the: - Tt A, PO Uaquate”:
Wrarys o . 0.0 Voters falled to aipprove the plan {n
) e 1978 “becapa tho folia really didnt
At ooy rate, a voia for library bnde- . iderstand what they wero voltng on”
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. Patrons relax in easy chalrs in the maln room of the Frimington Yrench of tha Facmington Gam-

munity tibrary.




