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b OMPUWARE, a Plymouth-
g3 based, modifled fast-piteh
softball team, was playing a

; team from Mount Hope, N.J.,
“*in the batlonal tournament. The loser
..0f the game would be ellminated from
“r'the tournament.
"< Compuware leads 9-8, It's the alxth

fnning. Up steps a mighty Mount Hope
< 'slugger with runners on second and
"< third. The guy has already blasted two
“home runs, The eatcher walks out to

the mound to talk to his pitcher, The
.. plteher has given up one of the two
+Thomers.

“You want to walk this guy?*

The piteher stares at his catcher balf
In disgust, half In disbelief.

“Hell no,* says the pitcher, "I'm

u golng to strike his bleep out.™
it The pltcher strikes the slugger's
~ bleep out and Compuware wins the

».game and winds up finishlog third in
~1he nation,

The pitcher's name is Al White. He is
a llving softball legend.

. Livonta areas where be plays, They are
told in Port Huror, Lapeer and every
+“other stop In Michlgan that be's played.
! They are told down in Mlaml, in Georg-
a — any place where serious modified
softball is played. -
Al Whlte has a national r

‘%h@ S

Jgeoplebin sporis

Loulsiana called the Ragls’ Cajuns. The
Cajuns know alt about this White guy.
They know about the wicked hard
kouckleball he throwa,

“Its not moving. It's not moving,”
the leadof{ hitter shouts ecstatlcally to
his teammates as be watches Walte
warmup. .

He steps up to the plate and watches
helplessly as a White knuckler dances
over the plate.

“It's moving,” he says dejectedly to
his teammates,

‘White went on to no-hit the Cajuns,

“He's the best pitcher there Is,* said
Compuware catcher Dave Brubaker,
who has been playlng modtified ball for
10 years,

THE STATS wlll support that claim.
In 17 years, the $6-year-old Canton res-
ident has amassed an'amazing 600-75
won-lost record, In three seasons with

sald, shaking his head. ,

He hus 16 career no-hitters. And he
has Jed two teams to third-place na-
tional rankings — [n 1978 and again
last year, In 1978, White's record way
744 N

'AI is a team ballplayer,® sald Tim
Hawkins, Cc coach and long-

So valued is he, a team from Florida
* recéntly offered him a salary to move
south and play for them. He turned the
. team down, “I appreciated the offer,
\"but I've got my family to think of,” he
‘. sald”
" Back at last year’s natlonsl tournae
gment . . . White’s Compuware team 18

playing a powerful hitting team from

time friend of White's, “Ho knows hls
baseball and he playa to win. He'll get
rea) upsct when he's behind.”

Howkins, who caught White for 11
years, Is the man responsible for keep-
Ing track of White's feata.

“He's been named to the All-Amerd-
can team five of the 10 ycafs it’s been
around,” Hawkins sald. “One day, I'll

: sport shorfs

never forget it, he pltched seven
stralght games [n one day. Won them
al”

Whlte has a bit of JekyM and Hyde in

m, .

There's the off-the-fleld Dr, Jekyll
White: *I really enjoy thls {playing soft-
ball). After he game, everybody's
friends. We have a few beers. Every-
one's happy.”

THEN THERE'S the on-the-ficld Mr.
Hyde White: *There are a lot of guys in
the league that I bave played with for
many a year. But, when they step in the
box agalnst me, they're the enemy. If
my mother came up, I'd have to sirlke
ber out.”

Off the field, Whito is a soft-spoken,

lamily man. He speaks fondly of his
wife, Marllyn, and his kids Curtis and
Shannon. .

“Qriglnally, 1 wanted o play until
the day when my son could be my
catcher,” White sald. “But, I den't think
that's going to kappen. He's too good a
hardball player. I'd 1ike to see him play
college ball somewhere.” i

Curtls lettered in baséball as a soph-
omore at Plymouth Salem.

On the field, White is the ficrcest of
competitors, He'll acowl at his own
players for g an error. He'll
knock down a batter to move him off
the plate. If the ump misses a call, he'll
be sure to let him know about it.

Last Tuesday, Compuware (8-0 In the
Plymouth Leaguc) hooked up with sce-

oftball legend of

ond place Total Foods (4-2). It was a
bad night for White and his team. Total
Foods bammered ‘Compuware 11-4.
Both the Jekyll and Hydc lnslde White
were cvident, .

At Umes, his knuckler danced ke
Fred Astatre. At other times, it came In
like a grapefrult. At times, White
cracked jokes and smiled with his
teammates and even with opposing
pitcher Ken Casey. At other times he
[ teammates' and hls own
mistakes and exchanged unplcasan.
tries with the hitters.

WIN OR lose, White haa the respeet
of everyone In the league.

“I’li tell you what,” aaid Gary Gray a
former teammate of Whita who now
ploys against him in Plymouth, “I'd
much rather play with him than
against hlm.”

It wasn't 2lways (hat way for White,
‘He came to Michigan from Weat Vir-
ginla In 1966, Ho had been an all-state
baseball player. He hadn't pltched soft-
ball aince the fourth grade.

When he first joined up with Haw-
kins, he couldn't throw strikes and he
had trouble with his delivery. To make
It wa;-u. he was given the jersey num.

rof 0.

“The first year was terrible, I was
this hilibilly who couldn't throw strikes
and I think I was the flrst person ever
to ;vmr 0. I took a ot of ribbing,* he
sald.

Times have indecd changed. Now,
nearly every team sports a No. 0. Most
Umes It's the pltcher who wears that
number. White, once the most-hooted
player in the league, i3 now the most-
admired and imitated.

A befitting tribute to a living legend.
S ————

:© FALL SOCCER

lege are co-sponsoring Instructional sports camps
throughout the summer.

" The registration deadlive for {he Farmington
" Soccer Club's fall outdoor season bs Saturday, June
30, The league La open to boys and girls ages 8-16, A

diving, 2oftball, golf and
soccer are among the courses offered.
slxe to Insure more

-"'.Ichoo football, azsistant varsity swimming, girls
varslty gymnastics and varsity wrestling.

‘These are non-Leaching positions,

Interested candidates should call Ron Holland,
director of athletics, at 475-6337.

© SPORTSCAMPS |

Farmington Hills Parks and Recreatlon and the
Orchard Rldge Campus of Oakland Community Col-

:,us entry fec Includes eight games and Classes, 'i‘:&:&z;}“‘m}’ 11'1

4 Register by mall to PO Box 162, F 48024, boys and girls in middle school and hl&{llbc“h?’ol-

! . Camps will be offered on a one-weel , s0me
1.0 COACHES NEEDED beginning as early as June 18.

f  The Farmington Public School District is secklog Minlmn} fees are charged. Registration Is in
2 coaches for the 1984-85 sehool year In the following progress, For a brochure or more information, call
; arcas: freshman football and basketball, middle- 474-8115 or 471-7533.

Blrmingham Groves High School coach Jim
Crosby s conducting baseball clinles during June
and July for youngaters ages 9-17.

Sesslons stlll avallable are for boya §-11 (July 2-
13, 9-10:30 a.m.); boys 12-14 (July 2-18, 10:30 a.m.

until noon) and boys 14-17 (Junc 25-July 13, 14 -

pm).
Cost of each clinic ks $30. Areas of instruction are
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in hitting, buniing, throwing, plichlng, catching,
lirst-base work, 1 3l

ding and
base running.
To reglster, send check to Jim Crosby, 1410
Shaker, Troy 4B08S. For more information, call
Crosby at 589-3287,

@ JUNIOR OPEN

Stony Creek Golf Course will conduct [ts third
Junlor Open Golf Toursament Fritay, July 18.

The tourncy Is open to all boys and girls between
the ages of 13 and 17. The fleid will be Umited to
the flrst 100 entries with fees recelved, .-

For further Information, call 781-9166.

Tales ot Canton's Al White are

g HAREN
BILL BRESLEA/stalf photographor

told wherever scrious fast-pitch

softball is played throughout the nation,

Wolves defeat Canton

The Livonln Wolves remained un-
beaten in Great Lakes Men's Soccer
League play Sunday with a 4-2 vietory
over Canton at Whitman Park.

Cralg Plckard and Dave Kusza
scored second-hall goals to give the
Wolves thelr sixth stralght win. Kusza,
of Livonia Stevenson and Fastern

Michlgan, also scored in the first half
along with teammate Walt Barrett as
the two teama battled to a 2-2 tie,

The Wolves meet the Dearborn Klck-
ers [n 2 GLMSL showdown at 5§ pm.
Sunday at Whitman Park, located on
West 'Chicago between Merriman and
Farmington reads,

DON'T MISS THREE DAYS OF INCREDIBLE
RACING,ON THE STREETS OF DETROIT. N

FRIDAY

FREE PRIX DAY-RACE QUALIFYING EVENfS ALL DAY
Hart Plaza Free Prx Bash mmediotely follow:ng rac:

Featutng MARTHA REEVES. Sponsoredt
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