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By Chris McCosky
alaffwriter -

know about your team:

Your two pitchers have a cof b[hed win-loss
record of 32-8. In 280 Innings of frork they have
struck out 253 batters. Their comby ed ERA is just

“over 1.00,
Your catcher is hitting 464, hal

bined battlng average of .407 and
age over.000, You're outfleld ly

knocking in an average of 23 runs pir player.
What you have, coach L! a bonfide champlon.
ship club,

, PRISTn:  Ramcsers
Linda Lec Loetflor
Stevenson

@l Ly
Misay Lundy IL Qargaro
John Glenn

K, YOU'RE the coach ofthls year’s Ob-
serverland  All-Area - bftball squad,
Here's some things yo may want to

hal a cannon arm
amd is a solid team leader. Your Inleld has 2 com-
fielding aver-
tting 397 and
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Actuaily, we, Lho Obssrver nporu staff, have the
luxury of sclecting the ch for this All-Area
team. The coach we select gets to wear the title
“Coacti of the Year* for 1984, :

We listed the nominations — Lco Cagle, Livonla
Stevenson; Rob Willetts, Plymonu: Salem; Joe Ep-
stein, Livopla l-‘nnkun, erry Abrabam, Blshep
B&mt:s Vie Koos, Westland John Glenn lnd ome
ol

KOOS didn't bave an overabundance of talent on
his Rocket softball team this He had a very

seasan, .
y;urnz club. The team struggled at ficst, lgsing five

ts flrst nine hnllgnnm Koos kept hls team to-
gether. They didn't
Suddealy, they mlnd off nino straight wins. The
Rockets made a strong run En the state tonrney. The
Rockels swept through the Dearborn district tour-
nament before bowing to Blshop Borgess in the re-

gl
Tho Rocketa® 19-8 scason ta 8 tribute to the pride -

of the young team and the patienco of Observer-
land's 1984 Coach of the Year, Vie Kooa.
’ Here's the 1984 All-Area softbal] team:

PITCHERS

Lisa Bokovoy, Livonia Stevenson: The tougheat
thing to remember about Bokovoy is that she's only
a junior. She ls a mmt dominant player, as her
statistics will attes

Tho first team n!l state cholco was 19-2, Her
ERA was.0.53. She struck out 181 batters in 131

and walked just 19, She burled two no-
hitters, flve one-hitters and flve two-hitters,

Her rising fastball has been clocked at 70 m&!
And, sho's also tough at tho plate, She hit .518
season with slx home runs and 37 RBL

Nancy Rzepka, Bishop Borgess: Her stats aren’t
quite as Impressive as Bokovoy's, nor s her fast-
ball, but this senlor is as flerco a competitar as
you' r] want on your club.

She was 13-8 with the Spartans, with a 1.0 ERA.
Sho posted 92 strikcouts.

Rzepka, a theoe-sport standout and honor stu-
dent, was named Borgess Woman Athlete of the
Year — the most prestiglous award x,lven ton Bar-
gess nlhlelc

INFIELDERS

‘Linda Lee Loeffler, Livonin Stevenson: This per-
sonable senlor 1y cverything a coach could want Ina
catcher, Sho hits (464), she flelds well (.958 fielding
percentage), she throws well (nalling four of the
scven ruaners who dared to steal), and she ks 2 gen-
eral on the field,

A tribute to the typo of competitor Loeffler 1s,
she Improved her battiog average 130 polnis slace

* her Junlor year ang ber ficld avenge 129 polnls

Sae Sheersn, Redford Unlun. This scolor was 8
major offenslve weapon for the Panthers, hittlng
.362 with 21 runs scored, and 14 RBL Sho was also.a

EZ  slid fielding first baseman with a 993 fielding per-

ceatage, She made only ono error gll season, lmn~
dling 145 chances.

Sheeran's ability to get on base made the Pulher
offense go. Her on base average s close {0,500, -

Amy Austie, North Fnrmlnmu. There bave been
few high school athletes with more'raw abillty than
thls genlor. She excelled In three aports for the
Raiders as well as in the classroom.

The shortstop hit 492 this past season, had three
doubles, four triples and two home runs. She
kxmcked In 28 runs, scored 31 more, and atale 13
bases. At shortstop, she made fust nine errors in 90
chances (.900).

Her carcer balting average at North was 405.
Sho struck out fust six times in 195 at batg Austln
holds every eareer offensive record at North Farm-

gton.

*Sho's the best femalo athlete ever at’North
Farmingtor,” sald her coach Dennts Mike), He's not
exaggerating.

4 Lonnie Payne
Benlley

Thurston

Jill Walser &

. Patty Cox,- nhbup Dorgpess: This potite sentor . -
slvsynewmunlngtnth:wmﬂlborﬁtnp —she'sa
tiny young woman (short) who stops overything,

Sho 15 quite o player, m had a 953 ﬂel:uni pers
centage making 128 putouts, Sbe also contributed
ollmslvdy. hitting 332 with 33 walks, un Import- '
ant stat for & leadoff hitter, ... .

“Patty was the finest all-around phy:r vn our
lcam'uldmchlmylkbﬁhnm.(:axmncdm o
rygme!crnorgasmnpntm )

" Missy Laady, Westiand Joka Glenss This ftor Franidin
third boseman Is the Mike Schmldt of thly sil-star ree
team. This 1s‘our power bliter.

. wﬂllnx to help out the other players whenever she

: power
bitier, Thls genlor ripped tve doubles, two triples

" to center fleld when this. attractive senlor is out
(here.

All-Area.

_with four triples and 20 RBI for the Eagles.

Lundy hit .395 for Vlc Koos' team, with alne dou-
bles, two triples, three home runs, and 28 RBL
Twice In two years ahe has collectad  two homn runs
and six RBI in ope game,

"Missy was fearless at third base, &sc fielded the
bunt perlecdy and had a Blg 10 arm,” Koos 2ald, .
* O

Lonnle Payne, Livonia Bentley: The last of three
talented juniors on Lhis squad, Payne is a punlshing
bitter. She hit 472, She is also & fleet-footed out-
ll!ldu‘ wlth a.941 percentage.

o is a team leader,” sald Bentley coach
Bob Dean. “She Is-Lhe type of player that is always
Trecy (lm'-nvrld
Chtch]

e

can”
Liz Gargaro, kivonla” suvm Aoother
and four homery for tha Spamm whila hitting at &
.385 clip. She I3 also a sure-handed outfielder mak-
ing.just two errors all season, both throwing errors.
Garguvkuockedlnzsmmmdamredzo She
was a second team all-atate selection. .
Jil) Walser, Redford Tharstom: The best wny to
describe Walser ls, sha covers center fleld like a
blanket. You will not bo prodactive hitting the ball

{

M'csuh;comu to play overy game,” said coach Ron ’
Walser, who I a professional model, batted m

2
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