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Pointe Pelee

‘Ontario’s national park
is a naturalist’s escape

WAS RAMBLING around sosthern
' Onuulu with a group of Canadi-
: travel writers Iast week.
tholtbemmlmm other
parts of Canada ard had never soen the
around Windsor before. As often
lmdhewuvdnlotn“h]ng:
rlghnhminour ‘“back
1 The group was the Canadian chapter-
g; the E:;::;y of Ama-(:kn Travel
spent a week driving
around that section of the southwestern
mt!utmxnyotmkmwsodeTo-
Windsor and Saraia
‘vithllotohmpaln

between, -
» We jolned them for culy 24 hours,

bvernighting at Wheels Inn n Chathem,
iriving through the farm country of
Easex County, exploring Polnt Pelee
Naticnal Park, and having lunch in

Tve done it all before, but when we
gtarted adding up tho years it was too
long ago to count.

Tlmehlwnmudblulookw
)nurlnl.nlpdng pale blno and white
tkicy over furred green flelds surround-
ed by young crops and tho water
lovers of small towns,

mmmbloﬂhejnleeoikﬁh
o down

g:s your chin or for
uuedmmdﬂplnwymtmnk

fz}wu.h”l'lasrutumedmrw -

}gisit Poict Pelos.

1+ We approached It through the old red
Yrick village of Leamington, which

,wm a nign over the street saying
1Leamington Welcomes Birders” and

A(.,m [followed Lako Erie, with Its
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1-of-a-kind

Iris
 Jones
contributing
travel editor

lighthonses and small wooden summer
cotteges to the park.

The road rups past the park gate
through & tunnel of trees between Lake
Erle and the marsh, a world of wild-
flowers, cyl:llnu. pleale - tables n.nﬂ a
aign that reads “Turtles
urpel of pnrph: Waterlea! ran away
under the

Polnt Peles National Park 1s one of

erly polnt of Cundl on tho same lati-
tuda as portbern Callfornla, 30 it's the
oaly place in Canada where many of
the plants ard anlmals native to a
southern climate are found, .

AT LEAST lwo-!&:da of the wz
aquare mile am of the park, amalles|
national park In Canada, are cattall
marshes. The marsh was even larger
mbulikwudmlnédlnlhenme-

century to make room for the
onlm flelds that stil] bloom outside the
gates,

,Pclm ‘Pelss’ national psrk offers many oppormnlﬂoa
Adtyre; Flshormen liko the qulst &nd the' woalth of fish,
._dcllght n, pecﬂng acrogs the manh
obacivation point, and thers

Early settlers named this little pen-
Insula Pt. Pelee, French for Bald Polat,
bocause it locked o barren when ap-
proached from the lake. A flim In the

museun shows the homesteads
that once stood bere and how tourism
started carly, when bathing suits came
down to your knees and you had to
crank cars,
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Pleare pote that 1 sald consider, which
means that you should start checking
pages-of your newspaper
and talidog to your faverile bank advis-
ot.

§

They could go up. My ruls s, chock it
out but “if In doubt, don't.” By (he way,

Tam a member of the American Auto-

and the
drinks are free. The catch? If you aro’
any discoonted or excurslon-
fare, the $15 upgrade s not avallable.
: Class i3 blo

enpl offers
kavd ‘ DIOYCS,
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the general publle, If you are Interested
in any of the following Alr Only rates,
contact FERA at 3224155 or the travel
agency of Hamilton, Miller, Hudson
and Fayne at §57-5145,
You can fly to Florida, for $188
round trip, Palm Springs on 8
days at $249.95 round-trip, Los Angeles
or San Dicgo, Calit., for $289 round-trip
and Ph Arizona on :pccl.nl dates

3 oentx,
for $249 and up, round trip.

Juna through August 11 rales are
$245 to London or Frankfurt, $305 o
Munich, ali ope-way. August 25 through
Sept. 28, one-way rates go up to $230,
London and Frankfurt, and $285, Mu-

Not all of these trips are avatiable to
the publle, but you can find out casily
‘enough by calling oce of the nbvve

" oumbers.

Naturalists recognized the distine-
tive birds and southern plants by the
turn-of-the-century, and by 1918 it was
& park, although t§o tourists still came
In hordes untlf the 1860s when the envl-
ronment won out over the tourists.

Of course you can stilt bathe and flsh
and plcnic there, but the park ls really
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preserved for the hnudxeds of plants,
bln'h and animals that give this park
Jts reputation In Canada.

There are 2 lot of exciting moments
in the park but.the mement when the
volces rise is on the wooden observa-
tion tower that Jooms above the marsh.

FROM HERE you can see the board.

0f course, you can still
pathe and fish and
plenic there, but the
park is really
preserved for the *
hundreds of plants,
Wirds and animasle that
ive this park its
seputation in Canada.

L

wik stepplng across the water iliies

of{the marsh, the canoes winding

m ugh the -cattalls and the T-shirts
sunhats appearing uncxpectedly on

briiges far away across a sea of

Brés.

he most popular time to visit Pelnt
Pepe Natlonal Park is in early spring,
wit blrdwatchers photographing the
biris on thelr northern migratlon, and
in jeptember when the Monarch but.
terlics cover the trees like blossoms.

lan to come back to the area when
thejwonderful southern Ontario frults
andvegetables are In scasen, a great
tiny to have a corn roast and a feed of
{reh peaches. At that time I would lke
to fliow, that sign that says “Ferry to

" Sanjusky" and take my flrst trip to

Pelg Island.

ntime, I follow my Canadian
frieds to the Leamington Dock Res-
uurrl?l a rambling wood building re-
stord at the end of a dock, where we
willratck Lake Erie rumble and roll
as w cat lunch and sip wioe from the
neany Collo winery.

TEAT'S ANOTHER thing I'm going
to ddthls summer, take a winery tour,
I'm'}lso golng w revisit Colosantls

ouse, watch the Canada goose
tion Lnto Jack Mlner’s Blrd Sanc-

tuargin Kingsvllle, and other wondrous
thln on a.warm day [n southern On-

chby Tocations llke that are Like
old fiends. Sometlmes you don't sce
them for a long tlme and you forget
. how much fun they are.

Forinformaticn contact the Canadi-
&n Goernment Office ¢f Tourlsm In
Detrok at 1900 First Federal Building,
1001 Poodward, Detroit 45216 or tele-
phone £3-9686.
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Sept. 22 Thiough Oct, 1. Ton %oys of down-
east romance. You'll visit Acddla Natlonal
Park, Malne; Campobello (FDR's summer
home) and St. Andrew's By-,na-Sea In New
Brunswick; plus thal gem,
province, Prince Edward lsla!
fo stem. You'll stay In delightful inns ond
hotels, Drive In a private mdor.coach. Alr
tare and mosi meqls are lncl ded, Cost per
person, $1485 double occligancy. Detalls:
call Hudson's Travel . Servide: Northland,
569-5153; Oakland, 58&8020. Weslland,
425—3386 Ann’ Arbor, 9940085, Mon.
through Sat, from 10 am;

la’s smallest
- from bow

to 530 p.m.




