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‘stoff writer

With spirit and enthuslosm, & brisk
k and a quick wit that belle ber 77
" years, Sister Maty Jgoatius continues
her life's work a8'a teacher, luring art-
st of a)) nges to ber part-studip, part-
greenhouse, part-art gallery In Mercy
1-Center complex. " N .
" . Her home away from bome Ia a high-

of-crystal; bruss, shells, plants, palnt:
ings and sculpture, whero ahe plles her
“art of “pushing my students to thetr
- “hlghest potential, pushlng them to
creativity.” .
Her runnlng commentary whila
- teaching a claxs ts lixesyisa stimulating.
In what could certalnly not have
been more than 10 minutés she bod
whisked callgraphic letters on and off a
" blackboard, shown her students exam-

mis
iy

.High School; left that post five years

* world.™ .

<1 just moved or. God will retlro me

Sister Mary Ignatius continues her wo

ples of cover deslgns to uso on greetlng graduated from the bardwood floors In
cards, read a poem, explained the man.
ufacture of a drawing pen to illusirate
why one pen was betier. than another
and tossed in a bit of philosaphy along
the way by saying “Always keep your
takes. are good for your hum-

ber new quarters where both tmorning
and evenloge are fllled with art stu-
dents, \ y .

It Is the carpeted floor, howaver,
that provents her from teaching sculp-

The nun, who spent B4’ yoars aa'a
school tencher and 30 of thosa Yedry
heading the art department at Marey .

shedocsn't offernow. .. .

" _-Her four-year-art course at Mercy
High covered the basles In every possi-
ble medlom using a wide variety of
subject matter, and ahs says ber philes-
‘ophy of teaching then holds true today,

- “No artsy-craflsy stuff,” she saya, “A
beglnalng student Jearns from the onset
(iat I don't teach oll palnting, or water-
color palnting. I teach palnting. Xt you
can't draw you can't paint and every
one who comes here starts out with the
lead pencil I's the only way I can tell
‘where tho (new) student Is'at and then
we go from there.”

Her goal, she says, Is {0 pee her stu-

ogo known as “the liviog symbol of
Mercy Hign." R

Todny some of her students refer to
her a3 “the Grand Dame of the art

' “1dldo't retire,” Slster Ignatius says.
when he's ready.” -
MEANWHILE sho jokes that sho
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xpresulve uad of hor honds ra ihe trade
:much cho enjoya tezching, creating and telking &beut art end hor art students. -

* dents “go as far as they can go, and
eomet(mes that might enly bs enjoy-
ment, but if that ia the fall potentiyl
then we will achleve that’ I'm a firm
bellever in basics. If you can master
foundation, you can take on any craft,

o
Sha calls herself a bard task-master.

but I really work them during that
time. And sometlmes I dou't know
where thoy come from becauso I've
never advertised my classes, not once,”
she sn!g. - .

from Slster Mary Ignatios maybe bo-
,'cduse of the Jove of her work that ex-

tho lterally huodred of stadents who

thormealves 0 455 art world; dunyis bis
cause ghe built what came to bo known
23 (e metro area’s “award-winning
high-school art department.”

A good portion of her time as Merey

the school room to the carpeted floor in -

€ure, swhich I3 tho oaly kind of art class - [

Only then can you strive for creatlvl- K

“They are ouly hore for two hours, .

't

"STUDENTS 1770 come ‘to leam

vmﬁ and sehools; magbe becass of -

‘left Merey High to mnka names for ., High a9
speat getting her studéats’ work shosen

. presept students,

Sister Mery tgnatius claps.tho: desk with her nand to
oHut atudl , Whoro sho

High's art department. chairman was »:. If shn ko s
28 it I3 beeausa sho has 50 many adulf
students dolng superlor werk with min-
Imal exhibit space along a corrider in

- Mercy Center apd no mavket for their
creatfons, whi
colng tohave to “earlously think sbout

and known, with ezhiblta both In and
out of school and In every contest that
camae along, outlets not avallable to her

NS 2 &
emarko of Siater Bory ignatius which te!

for acxt year.'t .
Her September” to " June closses
‘wound up last week. And sticking to der

ter for tur elderly and slek wi
. palntingx agd mcsales.”
. She xﬂ'andlotbeulwly construct

is somicthing nie 13 -+ Ma:

" Tobelp raise
108 achont

apoint fo I her ool +

hor carecrof Er:;ch]ng which bagan in 1922 -

*7 &4 bl fuvst Teconidy dodichted retire

ment bons ead loflrmary (hat (3 now |
accupled by 49 nlsters who moved into i
thie Sistars'of Mérey's Provinco head-
quartera on 11 Mile and Middlehalt in |
Her gift iz a typical gestars for the
;omnwﬁgumtfaubackinmu&le
crey Schoal was on Mercy Col-
lege campus oa Outer Drive (o Detrolt.
{undy, to. build' the new

igh.
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