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‘{@E’@@S never wane
for sandiot hopefuls

1 BY Tom Hendoraon
olalf writer }

“Bascball is Americana. Any kid
who thinks he can play ball deserves
a ‘chance to prove it. Even {f he's
terrible, {f he can't run or throw,
ha-thinks he can, we'll look at him.

- Chuck Tanner, the manager of the
&tuburgh Pirates, explaining why the
Plrates arc one of the few teams in
bascball who stlll conduct regular
tryout camps.

ERRY CROWLEY peered in at
the catcher, motioned that he
was coming in with the fast.
ball, kicked vp a danky leg till

" it/mas cven with his eyes, theo came

over the top with bis hard one.
Crowley, 20, of Delroit' didn’t lock
much ke a baseball player ~ he had
of long, baggy sweatpants andls car
keys were tied to the shoelaces of ks
work boots. But you ean't alwaya tell
talent by the cut of ita cloth — the Cln-
cipnat! Hed’s scouts had been around
loog enough to know that — and ac

; Crowley was getting just 33 good a test
i ag the rest of the $1 hopefuls who

showed up Tuesday moruing at Ford
Field tn Livonla for a public tryout

camp.
-»The signal sald fast ball, the radar

gun sald otherwlse: 66 it read, slow for

achange up, t tion for

+ Ing to head scout Gene Benoet

chart next to Crowley’s name: No pros-

“Thanks, son. Next,” sald Hayes.

“Next” throws 72, 69, 72, Ha s wild,
breathing hard, wild-cyed, scared stiff,
“Relax,” says Glenn Scala, who hold
the radar gun. “You're hyperventitat,
ing, man, slow down.”

AND, FOR THE MOST part, so It
goes, In the 60-yard dash, where “a 6.5
will really make our cyes pop,” accord-
t, many
of the kids plug across the lne in 7.5
seconds. Only 14 of the 51 are under
seven seconds and worthy of retiming
and another look.

Of the 12 plickers, only four have
fastballs above 80,

One of the 12 is Scott Smith, 17, who
will be a senlor at Southfield Lathrup,
He attributes his 1-8 record this year to
a “real bad defense.” He is wild, high
and conslstently at 74-75 on the gun.

size, average arm: NP,

Ancther {3 Mike Miller, 18, a senfor
In the fal) at Bishop Borgess, He keeps
the ball low and throws a split-finger
fastball In addition to 2 regular fastball

&nd curve. But the gun says, 78, .

78" and Hayes says: “NP.”

The attritlon rate Is high for intield-
ers and outflelders, too, One of them is
In a soceer uniform and boots the ball

P
a fastball. His curve hit 61 on the Jugs
gun and |n the dirt, three fee wide of
the plate.

“What clse you throw?" asked the
scout.

“A submarine,” Crowley sald. Sub-
marine It did, Into the ground barely
balfway to the plate.

-IThe scout, Fred Hayes, a wizened
old-timer with a leathery neck and
forcarms fromi too many mormings [n
the sun tUming kids, wrote “NP* oa a

gly. Another siands’ 5-foot-4
and welghs no more than 120, Would-be
shortstops bounce. throws 15 feet [n
frontof the bag at flrst. |

Flnally, the group of 51 Is weeded
down to 20 — four pltchers, two catch-
crs (Inctuding Kevin Moors of Redford
Unlon, who has a cannen Instcad of a
right army), elght inficlders and aix out-
tielders.

The 31 who bid adleu are done 30 po-
litely. For instance, Hayes tell the
plichers:

“Thls baseball Is a great game. So,
® don't glve up on it. Eapecially you
young ones, stick with it. IU's a great
time and a great game. Go to every
tryout camp you can. Work on It. I per-
sonally want to thank every one of you
for taking the time to come out. If
thero's anything we can do, if there's
any question you want answered, we'll
be glad to help you,”

‘THE 20 aurvivors split up for 4 brief

. scrimmage, though by that polnt, the

scouts pretty well had thelr minds

made up, The stopwatches end radar

gun told much of the story; so did

- “watchlng the kids throw from the out-

fleld or from deep in the hale at short;

the scrimmage was more a roward

than a chance to continue showing their
skills,

According to Bennett, the camps are
intended to pay long-term benefits, not
to turn up some phenom worthy of in-
stan and stardom. He runs-25
of the camps throughout the Midwest,
while the Reds run nearly 800 natlon-
wide, | .

“Most of these kids are inellgible,”
Bennett explalned during the scrimm-
age. “The ones in high school, we can't

t, and the ones In college who are
under 21 are Ineligible. What we're
- dolng s adding to the files, The oacs wo
like, we'll ask’ them back to other
camps. When it comes (lme that they
are eligible, in one or two or three
years, then we can draft them.”

(Of recent Reds who have reached
the majors after first coming to the
team's attention in tryout camps were
Don Gullett, who wowed them with his
fastball when he was 15, and Dan
Dricssen and Doug Flynn, neither of
whom waa drafted but who atood out in
subsequent tryouts.)

The playors loosan up by dolng a little jogging In tho outfield. The Rods tryout ca}np at

all ovor tho state,

ART EMANUELE/staft photogeapher
tracted playors from
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Cincinnati ecout Gene

Tupaday morning’s tryout camp at Ford Field in leonln.'

QI the 20 who survived the first cut
Tuesdny, only four were rated highly
cnough to get requests for repeat ap-
pearances. One was CIlff Slmpson, 20, &
Detrolter who played collego ball for
Voorhees (5.C.) State Inst year and who
is tranaferring to Texas Southem next
year. A plicher who had a sharp curve
and a fastball consistently Umed in the
mid-803, he was the star of the camp
and was lnvited back to Wednesday’s
camp in Wacren, .

- “WE JUST draited him,” balf-joked
Bennctt after one particularly impres-
sive strikeout. ’

Fa|

Another who was Invited to Warren
quallfied for the best-same team, kf
nothing else. He was Fudarrell (Maglc)
xnwll of Detrolt, .o slick-fielding

0

And the pames of the other two who
passed inspection {who will be notifled
by the Reds to appear at follow-up
carmps in August or next spring)?

“Oh, we can’t have that In the paper,”
sald Beanett, breaking Into a laugh.
“Cincinnatl won't stand for that. That's
asecret”

Hayes chipped in: “Sparky sees thelr
names in the paper and the Tigers'll be
after ‘em tomorrow.”

s Scott Miller swing the bat during

ART EMANUELE/eta’t photogrephar

Tley were joklng, sort of, Without
another word, they got fo their car and
drove back to the motel, to put the four
names onftile. B

A FIFTH WINNER at the camp
.might bave been Roger George, a for-
mer coach In the Livonia Collegiate
League who runs the baseball program
at Henry Ford Communlty College.

A handful of kids exclied him, espe-
clally Moggitt and a knuckleballing
righthander named Greg McCermick,
an 84 mph fastball.

“I like what I sce,” xaid Goorge, be-
fore maklng his pltch to them on behalf
of the Hawk bascball program. .-
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ing 6foot8 Livonla Stevenson graduate Tom arx e

Domeko, wlll be on display Friday in the Sandy
Sanders summer lezgue at Ann Arbor Huron High
Schoal. N

i The NCAA-sanctioned league for high school, col-
I#ge and pro players kicks off its three-game card
at 8 p.m. Admlssion is free.

* Domako, bound for Montana State, will be play-
ing against Darryl Johnson, Michigan State; Butch
Wado and Roy Tarpley, Michigan; Stretch Carter
and Brian Humes, Unlversity of Detrelt; and the
Plstons’ Isiah Thomas,
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