Il
i

mit T was a bit pervous when they
strapped e 1ato a stock race car ot
the Flat Rock Speedway. It was part
of a media race event.

The featured gnests were Detroit
Tiger pitchers Milt Wilcox and Aure-
lio Lopex. Wilcox was a driver and
Lopez the officlz] race starter,

Pﬁorlnlhemndhnu,lhe:pced-
way featured its regular racing pro-
mum@mmumu(%
mile 2round), the cars travel fast
enoagh to generate lots of excitement
— not to mention anxiety in the nov-
ijce awaiting his chance on the track.

When the chance came, I was band-
ed a pair of goggles and & belmet.
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something like the one they put Wil-
cox in.

Hereru:clsx I climbed nto the

Painted oo Ibe dash was 2 messape,
“Think Finish™ O great, I thought.
Why didn't the message rezd, “Think
Win?" Was Lbere some reason the car
wouldn't finish?

*“YOU GOT to get strapped In,” I
was told I looked down ou the floor.
Seatbelts came from all directions —
uethemduocwpv:m
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buckle, about gut level. The helping
bands of the professional gathered the
ends for me.

Bucklmg up is best

clammy.
1 um o ad wmefcuunnhomol.

wnti] after the race, when I (hought
about it.

Now 1 was ready. My belmet was
oo, my goggles were in place, and I
was belted down to the seat.
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Jooked to the stands, I waved to my
wife — who I had just signed as bepe-

Ncdary in the event I died on ihe
track.

“Jumst doa't go low oo the track™
the profesticnal shocted (o me, “the
car won't take it — it will spio ont.”

WL thot i roo Stonted :r\.

cars were fast. A slight tonch of the
g3 pushed yoa firmly back ioto the
seat. I tried to stay high on the track
— fearing a terminal spin-oat.

Clase to the end of the eight-lap
race, I watched Wilcox hit the wall
Sparks flew, [ went low oa the track
= risking the spin-out —~ to avoid hit-
ting Wilcox if be bounced off the wall.

When the race was over, | had fin-
ished in the middie. Not first, not last,
just proud to have “fintshed.”

Alter the rac: ¥ t.boughx ahmt the

l\nedammuxmenllwml
wanting to wear the belts — I wanted
to get out after a crash The profes-
sional used cormmon sense to reply.

The first objective is to survive a
crazh, then exit the vehicle in the
event of a fire. Statistits prove people
who wear seatbelts have a belter
chance of retaining consciousness ina

Unconscioes matorists stand- po
chance of exiting a' burning vehicle.
Even I It takes an extra effort to re-
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library gh
the two elties or by levying its own mil-
»
Following are the respoases:
.

There is too mwch moocy
spent. The senjors can't afford it.

With some small minds on the Farm-
Ington Hills City Council, I think the Il
brary wonld fare better levying its own
millage. Our library is important. .

.

As a young sealor, 1 have used the
libraries 2} my life. I feel we have
pothing better to pot our money into to
sce a return than onr library system. I
would be real happy to pay a millage to
the tibrary di y and of course, ide-
ally, bave It raken away {rom the cit-
jes.
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1 think the library should be financed

SHOULD BEREAVED
BE LEFT ALONE?

Should 1he bereavod
be ioft alone after a
Goath? This ks a question
which often perploxas
poopio. They wizh to ex-
presa thelr Zympathy,
and yot thay am afraid
Intrxding on the griet of
tha lamily.

Think of R the other
woy around. Rathor than
worrying that your shoct,
weil-meant condolonce
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cartled alona,
moumors apprecinte the
companionship and as-
sistance of 1heir frierkts.
On the other hand, a
moumor who does nol
of  wish 10 recoive caliors will
gonorally find a way 10
make that known, The
cid adage: “A friend In
nood t1 8 friond indood™
s povee more meaningtul

through levying its own millage. I cer-
mzlywwldbclnsuppoﬂo!m:ulbe
mlllage in Lbe cities would be redoced
by a like amount.

.

Since the library Is pot an elected~{

beanch of governmest, the city shoald
levy the taxes, ot the library. They
cannot be their own macters.

IIavnrrgmxge.lmnkthaH:lhe
best way to take care of it. The maln
thing Is we must have {or the
libraries and I think that way it would
be better than Farmington Hills and

Farmington working on . The main
thing is w2 have Lo have money.

1 think the Farmington Community
Library sbould centinue to be financed
as it is presently. It is important that
something like a library be under the
authority of the city councils ratber
than be an autonomous group. We have
enough elections for millage right now
and the poople In charge scem to know
what they are doing and they provide a
good check of showing inside Interest in
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the people of he community.

I think the librarles should be fi-
nanced with its own millage. I think ia
the long ron we woald bave people who
would be directly respousibie for the
people who use the library and not

to worry about the middleman. I
wlnkmzywulddobmaphmxfn
the long run.

7

I think the lUbrary is a very Lmport.
ant part of the city of Farmington and
Farmington Hills. It shonld be financed
aecordingly through the two cities.

1t should definltely be levied through
the two citles otherwise the city wifl
get apother Increase in tax by not tak.
ing it out of their budget.
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