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audit report

By Joanno Matlazewakl
atal wrllor

Farmington Hills Pollce Chle! John
Niehdls ln:hed out at a recent audit of
his'd saying its

ommendations were "Idcns“ and “op-
portunitics” rather than outright criti-
cism of the police department.

“We're vot saylng that the woy tho I
polica dcpnrlmcnt [s organired toda
‘bad

datlons are a throwback to the old,
Lnefficlent opceating procedures swhich
ll::_llhrew out after taking command in

The chlef’s criticlsm came at this
week’s Farmington HIlly study session
where auditors, Plante & Moran, ‘and
the veteran police adminlnatrator
faced off,

“If you'll refresh your memory, thls
was cxactly like it was,” Nichols told
eouncil members about onc of the audl-
tors recommendattons.

Auditors meanwhile tried to soothe
Nichols’ anger by saying that the ree.

Niayor
blasts
liforary
-budget

Farmington Hills Mayor Charles
Willams hed widened the debate be-
tween himsell and the the library sys-
tem by criticizing what be sees s an
exorbitant !urplus held by the Jibrary
over the past four years.

“It should be noted that for every
year cnding In the last four years, that
the amount of cash the lbrary retalns
bas rapnged between $233,000 and
$260,000 per year,” said Willlams in a
recent analysis of library operation
based on a report from the auditing
firm of Plante & Moran.

Willlams’ response was prampted by

' sald suditor MS-
dmcl Brice,

But Nichols lashed out at the auds-
tors, saying 4 they bad “done their
homework” they would have known
that the recommendations they made
were In foree whep he arrived In Farm-
ington Hills. That department stroe-
ture, ho said, only led to anlmosity be-
tween the depariment's employees. .

“WE SENSE tho communlcations in
the department could be improved,”
Nagengast sald, adding the audliors
conducted interviews of pollce empluy-

ecs3, “Thero was a common belief that
1d

~ “I challenge the statement that you

talked to the individuals involved,” NI-
chola gald, referring to the heads of tho
Juvenile and detective departments.

The “communlcations problem, if
there is one,” Nlchols sald, is “the ves-
tiges of what orce was {the old organl-
zatlon).” Some police department em-
ploycees, ho said, “haven't taken rcorg-
anlzation well.”

In clfect, Nichols told the nud.llon,
' the problem lcs with the peopls who
hnvn {folled to adjust to the depart-

ent's, current structuce :nLhr.r uzan
lhe favit of the structure fiself, .

Tha aydltors, for axample, xugaw
reasslgning stef from . the juvenils do. -
partment to tho detective divisfon be-
cause the detectives’ work load in the
Iast three years hes been nbout four
times greater than the juveavile de-
partmeat's case load.

“Are you aware of the amount of
work the fuvenlle department doca?™
Nichols asked the auditoraIf we fol-
low this type of reccmmendation, you
can kiss Ncighborhood Watch and
crime preventiou goodbye.”

“It's a simple mathematical thing.”
Nicools sald,.addlng that reallgming
staff means fewer people to malntaln
existing work levels and pro,

“We're not mcommendl.ng that any
of thess bo or

a serles of articles [a the Fi
Obscrver, a portion of which outlined
the debate on whether the lbrary
should be tndependent of the two city
governments providing funding
Farmlngton and Farmlngton Hilla,

He polated out that the nmlncd fund
balance for thoae years ranged be-
tween $235,000 arnd $251,000 tor those
four years, amounting to a 20.3 percent
reserve of total cxpmd;lurm.

THE LIBRARY, sald Willlams,
should follow (ke lead of the elty of
Farmlng(on Rills which malntains a

reent reserve fun

“I would malntaln, based upen the

dismantied,” Brice sald.

BUT.NICBOLS lambasted the sudl-
tors saylng they should have mare fully
Inveatigated the department to “seo
what's really happening.

“Had they done any Incisive investl-
gation they would have found there s a
reason why things are the way they
are” .

Coureilweman Jodl Soronen agreed
with Nichols, nddlng ﬂml “the cnlln:
premise is

thia vroek.

By Terl Bana:
slaff writor

Rol MAlhlnu ic ono of a uulcc! group ut pooplo In this country —

< 'war that trs ko “mako tha wotld gate.

" and todsy thero are

Everybody has been young be-
Jfore, but not everybody has been
old before, and only a few are
granted old age.

Rei Mathicy, who derives the unu-
sual spelling of name from his
French heritage, wrote that passage
nomg ago In & veterans newsletter

Nct only does it say something
about the uncertalntles of growing
old, but it says even more about the
author,

At aga 50, Mathieu [s fn appearance
and attitude a man at least 10 years
younger. After a full recovery from a
stroke four yezrs ago that loft him
8 esa and anable to walk, he to-
day rides a bike and mows hls own
lawn with perfect results.

With a sense of humor that keeps
on coming, tho Livonla resident haa
Ihu distinction of being a mcmher of

rather than an Luvuu;auon of the po-
llce department's structure,

The same goes, Nichols 2ald, for the
audltor’s recommerdation that the po-

Pleass turn to Pago 4

Homeowners’ paycheck is :m@rﬁgaﬁg cast

By Joannv idaiinzowoki
. statfwritor

Imagine making a mortgage pay-
ment of $1,267 a month.

‘That's the new reality in F

Plonse tumto Pngo 7

for t.hose lving wlm & $107,000 mort-

gage.
In foct, lending {nstitutlons are figur-
. Ing that 30 percent of & couple's totad

Hills. At least jt's the hard-core !nllh

oral quarrel

ber of
peoplo - vctcnns of World Wnr L

45 millica men returned from the

ACCORDING to Mathleu's figures,

for 5
1:;;:1 than 175.000 v clcrar.'r lnﬂ to tefl
of I

“I'm a]rnra looking lar new mem-
bers for the chapter,” he says of the
Veterans of World War I chapter in

m, which he organired. In

1958, ‘“Whenever ! go to tho grocery
gtore and sco an old crock Lke
myzel, 1 osk him 1f be's been In
World War 1. If he bay, I glve him
tho sales pitch and band blm an appli-
cation.”

Hathleu bas an Amerdean flag that
flles every day over ks home on Yale
Btreet !.u lennln Ho has beca mar-
ricd to Vera Mathleu, alzo €0, for €3
years, This week; ho took time out to
recall the days ho was called oz to
fight in France a3 a doughboy. It was
70 years ago last weck that the firgt
world war erupled.

Mathlcu, a pative of Minncapolls, -

was drafted and received his ¢r:
at Camp Dodge, Iowa. Hs wad
shipped to artillary school in England
fwo weeks after be married. The
fighting [n France vrag ks pext stop.

A member of the National Gmu'd
for three years before the Unlted
States entered tho “war In 1917,

m
Viorid War vatorans, Ho rcc:!!od lhezu d:yu from ‘s a Livonla bovnn

mm{mnmmmmﬂmw t)wko(n:\atu..rowhmnl-.lmnvold—
geant, leaving him nﬁpom.lb!a fara. . ed tha draft,” te. zajd.

250-member outflt.
. Ho recalls the E‘rmch me
ous to tha Americans, and that Lving
q were poor. Forithe times
speat ont of ¢ho trenches, mld.lm of-
ten were housed in barps.

““Pm not saying they (condlumu)-
wero upsanltary,” ke l:nld mocklngl
'"But when they rmove

and move the sbldlers Ln, n m.'m‘t u:e :

best of coaditions.”

SICKNESS ‘and death were overy-

whers,

“I dea't ever remembor zeclag a -

dector the whele time 1 was Gver
|h(m:," ho sald of his cight-month

lle alao recalls mahy deaths due to
the Spanish flu, noted In history books
as clalming tens of milliozs of lves
during World War L

“Drring the flu I ured to take.two,
truckloads of eoffins out every morm-
ing and bury them. There was o

medicine.”

There wras a differeat kind of patri-
otlsm back thes, as well, honage.
“Parcata dlda't object ta uur gons”

" golng into the war, And I can only °

men. At one point la hbis ‘career, ke
met Hirry Trumean, who was “a com-
petitor of mlng In Ransas Clty. Al-
though not personal fricnds, they of-
tra - exchanged greeticgs whw they
met in theeity. -

Evertually, Mathien becama a re-:
gional mannger for .the chain znd
cpent many yuars on tha' road.
Lathicw. his wife and thelr two chil-
dren moved pImost’ annually, g pack
20 that his ‘wife often jok Joked nbout
“buylng a tent” o3 o residence. Eis
next carcer mave %aa to the Shnll o
Co., wkere bo retired.

A restdent of Livonla for 31 yoars,

ko says be loves his meighborhood, .
Schoo] chiltren often visit his homy -
with blstory- questions lnx' mhoo! re-

Sobwdoc:h::hylil?

“I'fust mowed the. front acd, ba
1awn this morning. Saldm'tgct\rpnl
1012 the morning and have breakfort,
Iwork hard and I do It everyday.”

“That'a a round, quallfying figure,”
dod.

head

THE CULPRIT for such bigh mort-

" Income will be devoted to houso pay- gage payments, of course, fs interest

mf.':b. s21d Richard er, Farming. rates pow at 13.8-14.2 ‘percent, with
ton Hilla of building and Il more Increzses cxpectod, Miller

oning. Joadd. .

Should De

Walier Mondals, who looks lixe a
good bet to be the Democeratic standard
bearer in the upcoming presidential
electlon. has been interviewing pomthla
running mates ~— lnclndlng “several
protalneat wemean,

New York Congresswoman Gerals
dine .Ferraro, for exemple, or San
Francisco Mnynr Dizna lr'em:(clu. or
Keatucky Gov. Marlka Layaz Colllns,
could ba the first wom nominated for
vica prezsldeat of the Unlicd Btatea,

choose female VP?

MOoCr aTS

§531d 1be- Demoereta pomizate &
Taman ’u‘h-ﬂnl‘—i‘ Il Tha s,

xfummmumtm

'ro encwee thla gocstion, cxll w at
476-3498 uvﬂmobdm 1 m.onm-
day. To £c9 bowr yur
about {hls tmve, plam ook Ia Bm-
uay‘aFurmmMObomm. g |

* Futisn atios pr wom

*\vl.hlhmln
“m'vmbﬂomed o wosk ot a come -
promise NIL

B R T

Bnt Interest rates are not (he only ‘penivo and statusoriented snbdlvl—
sions.

Onst of lnnd has muused. 23 has th
<ot of materisls and labor, Miller u.ld.
Potential. bomebuyers, particularly
rmma. piofessional couples, aro sgain

the market, however, for the larger,
mers expensive homes in the mora ex-

lant
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