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By dlane Mnnm(
spocial writer

Addlng thelr years™together,
June marks the 45th year that
and Glen Gearhart of Southfield have
been teaching o the Farmlngton
School District.

English teacher Glen Gearhart,'who
always wears & three-piece mult to
school, was an original cast member at
North Farmington High School when it

opened in 1081,
H.b wﬂe. Karen, who 13 sald to have

chaﬂenslm] scale this
a!de of the Mhsuslppi River, mrled
teaching English and French at North
In 1982, 8be moved to Farmington High
Sdzool in 1969, where she kas been eyer

Since 1961 some 8,000 Furmlngtnn
tecns have passed through thelr elaxs.

rooras.

“I flgured out ons time,” said Mrs.
Gearbart, adjusting her bouifant hatr-
do, “that I only have a student for 82
hours of his life.” That's the total num-
ber of hours a class meels over a sc-
rneﬂm: “That's not very much time,
realle

So, she and ber husband have learned
to teach ir, such a way that students are
thinklng about thelr clnsses after

aboul
school hours — sometimes even 20
years after.

GILBERT PREUSS (sounds lke
“Price") was gradunted from North 20
years ago. But, ke a diligent student,
the off-shore oll drilfer still corre-

Dozens of others from different gra-

duating classes still keep in touch with
the Gearharts,
Seated in thelf plant-filled living that
overlooks 140 rosc bushes gracing thelr
back yard, the green-thumbed teaching
duo rattles oll a list of students who
still correspond with them,

Greg Semack, Class of '89: “He owns
his own print business ln Novi now

Murtaugh
named
to dean’s list

Arleca Joan Murtaugh of Farming-
ton Hills ls among those students
pamed o {ne dean's list for the spring
1994 semeater at the University of Del-

‘TOM BAERVstaff photographer

Farmington teachars Xaren and Glon Goarhart relax on the lawn
of their Southficld home.

aware. °

Named to the dean’s lst are full-
time students with a grade point aver-
age of 3.25 or above on a 4 :u!e with
no temporary grades,

succesxd, rys L
Jill Eesthorne: “Sho’s &

Greenwich Village In New York. . .”
“Rob Clark, Ray Dhuc, Gaylen Curtls

" "And the list goes on.

But the Leacben have a ruls that sto-
dents can't visit them at home until af-
ter they graduate.

“There has to be a line," said Glen
Gearhart, “You can't bo ‘buddy, buddy’
with them (when they are your stu-

Since the two began leachlng, they
have scen drastic shifts In student be-
havivr, -

“KIDS TODAY are very much lke
they were when we started teaching,”
zald Mr. Gearbart. They’re back into
sports and extracwrricular activitles
alter a swing away from theso In the
late '60s and '70s.

Following the national trend, “In the
sarly "7ps things £ opart i e
tchoull o uld Mrs. Gearhart. 'Te«lch-
ers were no longer valld ldols, drugs
were rampant and violence was the
norm. It was like & contest to see who
could take the most drugs and stlll
come to class.”

The couple described a 1969 student-
led protest againat the school dress
code. The code prohibited wearing
shorta to school and sald that women
conld not wear slacks. Students refused
to come to school and Channet 7
splashed it on the news.
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. “They prol u:tednm:got it changed,
'I.huvuythqd]d with a lot of things,"
. sald Mrs.

Those were lhe dxys, she says, when
school was “uncool.” Daoces, clubs,
band and sports all alacked off. Hardly
uybody was trying out for cheerlrad.

"Now I sec things coming back,” she

sald. “School Is a place (u bo agaln” -
And that's {lne by the Gearbarts: ‘“We
don’t have to fight drugged students” .
sald Mrs. Gearhart,

Kids.today, they 2ay, are concerned
about grades — mayba too concerned
in some cases — and they are mors .
worldly, Most bave jobs after school,
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Tranaitional
Doaigns .
that will
take you
into Fall

ot Deaigns
on You

Thure & Fri 10-8
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CLIFFORD ROBERTS
Frank Hand
Insurance Agency
20793 Farmigton Rd.
Farmington
478-1177

Whar's so good
about  Auto-Own-
ers  Home-owners
Insurance? First,
it's our modern,
creative outlook on
homeowners insur-
ance, With policies
that give you what
you ncedy what you
want to pay.
Second, it’s yuur
local, indepeadent
Auto-Owners
agent, Who ‘not
only knows your
aeighborhoad.

But probably
even lives in it
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FRIDAY 5-10PM
Crispy. crunchy North Atlanile cod
Soep-fried 10 # golden brown. Plus evle
slawand french frics. A real deep
1ea treat for landlubberst

Uty Vome. Car. Buslecss.
Une nsme sage It all,

Lictea ta ibe Aato-Omners
Joha Dorrmus Redlo Show,

2305
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an ndvertiser's order. Oboorver & Ec-
contric ad-takers have no authorily to
bind this newspaper, end enly puulcn-

llon of an advertisoment shall con:
mlo flnal accoptance of the mmlloc‘l I
rder, ‘ | .

MEATI NG & DRI N KNG

New
. American Style Menu

* Barbeque Baby Back Ribs ® Chicken @ Steaks
* Fresh Seafood’® Garden Fresh Salads

2 FOR 1 HAPPY HOUR

4-7p.m. FREE HorsD'oeuvres Served 32905 Twelve Mile Road
; . 18730 Northville Road - Farming(on Hllls
;| {South of Sevan Mito Road) \
7/ I Northville 348-3@90 By Avpolotmet

DR. JOHN M. LEITCH
AND

DR. JAMES N. ROBERTS
ANNQUNCE THE ASSOCIATION OF

DR. B. CRAIG CORNWALL
FOR THE PRACTICE OF

GENERAL DENTISTRY

QUAKERTOWN MED[CAL A_R"I'S CENTER

Evenings and Sumrdlﬂ Available -

553 3553
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