By Brad Emons
statf wrltor

Who can argue with Walt Peterman,
“This year Schoolcraft Ccl!eu Is the
soccer capitol of the US.,” said the d)-
rector of t:e upcomlng Wolverine V

It all begins at 8 a.m. Saturday.

Some 200 teams, 3,000 boys and glrls
ages 10 £019 to be exact, will play 330
games of soccer on 31 flelds, ‘l'he event,
which concludes with the champlonship
games on Monday, Is sanctioned by the
Michigan State Youth S)ecer Assocla-
tlon (MSYSA).

Teams from Minnesota, WImm.ln
TNilnols, Ohio, Missourl, Maryland, Indi-
ana and Ontario will Invade the Schoal-
craft soccer complex in search of the
covated Wolverine titles.
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By Rich Bwenson
statf wilter

Orchard Lake St Mary All-Siate
plteher Mike Ignasiak couldn't belleve
it whee be found out last week that be
had been pamed to the US. Junlor
Olymple basebali team,

The 18-year-old senlor was one of 24
players selected from across the coun-
try that will represent the Unlted
sutcl at the World Youth Basehl!

Suhtcbawnn, Cmudn from July 18 w

July 29,

- “I thiek it's great,” be sald. “It will

be a privilege to represent my country.
“I almost fainted whea my parents

told me. It never crossed my mind that

T'd make the team. I had to it down.”

IGNASIAK, WHO lives In Anchor-
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“This is a qllll]ly tournament,” said
Petermean, now In year as
chalrman. “Tho bnnd of soccer played
heu 13 at a higher level than any otber

'l'hem are two big tournaments in
the Midwest, the Wolverino and the
Buckeye in Ohlo. This Is what the peo-
plewant to see.”

PETERMAN 3ald ho refused entry
to 50 teams this

year,
“We declde wbo comes through their
applications,” Peterman sald. “It's
on records and the type of com-

ville, had an outstanding prep career at
St. Mary’s. This season, he compileda
8-1 record, desplte limited mound duty
due to a sore arm. Ho fanned 100
bnmn In 57 lnnlnp. He also played a
base and batted .350 whlle
mcklng lhrec homers and kn
25 runs, He led the Eaglets to a ucand
plane flnish in the Class C atate tourna-

Ig;nru!ak'l statlstics were good
enough to carn him Eccentric All-Area
and Class C All-State honors.
His junior season was even more Im-
pressive. 'l‘he s-lool 11, 185 pound fire-
ect 8-0

blller had record with a
EM He also struck out 120
bltlen 1n 63 innlngs.

The US Junlor Olymplc {Inal scloc-
tlon commlittes took the stats of the (ln-
est 17 and 18-year-old players in the
country and processed them in & com-
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baséball .

puter. The cauguris lndndad batting,
pltchlna basc-running and defensive

“1 HAVE GOOD locatlon on my
pliches,” safd Ignaslak, who throwe
fastball, curve and slider. °§
also one of my assets, I'm quick for my
:lu. and I think I'm pretty good defen-

alvely*
Tho youngest of 12 ehildrea, Ignasiak
hopes Lo follow in the footstepa of his

older brother Gary, who pltched for lhe‘

Detroit Tigers.

IT WAS ONLY!M'M thlt
Schoolcraft hoated 44 teams, 14 and -
der to 8 and under, In Its aoual Toar- .
mento(mmplam,. PR
Mgnér:rynmn.mmng
and girla n the 16, 14 and lln.nﬂ.unds
‘E;gllntnl k3 day fi pulan;.
on 13 $1 per or
In addition to Schooleraft (lmtedm
Haggerty between Six and Seven Mils
roads in Livonin), games will be played

at Blcentennial and Juycee parks fn - .
Livonia. .

*I'd love to become a prefessional
player some day,” ho said. *If 1 had the
chance, I'd mn it ioa minute.”

But first, hé wanta to get a good edu-
cation. He will take his 90-plus mph
fastball to tke University of Michigan
on a scholarship next fall. -

Ignasiak left Sonday for Rapld City,
S.D., where the team will conduct a
camp {0 get ready {or the World Cham-
plonships.

THE 10-TEAM fleld Includes teams

Ignasiak left with just coe goal in
mind.

“I'd love to bricg home the gold,” he
sald,

Super athlete ‘wheels’ for gold

By Rich 8wenson
staff willer

of the other athletes.

Kris Lenzo what ho sct

out to do at I.he Internatlonal Games for the Dis-
abled — he won an “Olymplc” gold medal.

The 24-year-old double amputes, who. rwrumb

HIS TIMES, including his sprint'for the gold,
were well off his personal bests, but so were those

“It was bot and the track was very soft,” be said.
'A:wauy, 1t was to my advantage to race oa a soft

'I haven't raced all year,” he sald, “I needed

Marathon (wheelchalr division), Lenxo will try to
win 1t for a fourth time in October. Ho'll begln

{ralping zoon.
*T'11 have to get myself In condlifon for endnr
ance,” hanld.'lwutlom‘gewummmeom.hn
'd expect anything from n guy Wi
lkivﬂlbtpﬁ{ﬂ:ﬂﬂummnmlml

¢d the United States In track events, crulsed to vie- mora practics time to reach top speed. I usually get
wrylnthe(w:nmduhﬂthlumcanonl a good jump from the start, bt my starts were joxt
lutwaeklnNmuConnty,NY OK. I'm just glad I got my gol !

« .He also wheeled hls way to & sil inthe A time winner of the Detréit Free Press

meda]
100 and finished a respectable !Ulh 1n the 800.
"It was a big thrill,* he said, “T was

satlsfied with my pedormam, consldering I
wasn't in top condition.”

LEN20 SUSTAINED an injury to his elbove last
winter, and he wasn't able to stort tralning untlt
Aprll ust two months before the games began.

“f had to push myself a lttle harder — It took me
more time to get back into shape,* ho satd. *I didn’t
haye much time to get mycelf ready and I don't
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think I prepared myzelf as well as I could've. But I Y Bvating for 8 Adults
dld bott aa well 3 1 FULL 837 87A ot A PORTABLE PRICE Ron Grelner
The Intersational Games are run Olymple-atyle FROM M$70.00 70 *TD0.00

and feature the world’s top amputee, blind, cere-"
bral palsy and other phyalcally disabled athletes. .
Athletes from 50 countries competod for two
weeks (June 16-30) to determino world chlmpinm
in 8 series of events, including tra
wrestling, welghtlifting and wheelchair soccer,
*It was nice — I had a good time,” u.nmuld.'l
met & lot of friends from across the country.”
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Church of Tcday
Presents ... .-

Jack -
Boland

Sunday, Juiy 8
9a.m. and 11 a.m. Services

: Jack Boland returns frorn an
;. * exciting visitto China.

: Let him tell you.how
the miracles of the'pasf
can fnsplre you

to become miracle minded:. :
in today's world.

Churchof Today - -

Jock Bolnnd, Ministor 'y
11200 11 Milo Road Eaat

Wareon, MI46089 ¢

(313)758-3050 * &
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