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““The Conversstioa” (1974}, 8 to-
night on Ch. 50. Originally 113 min-
utes, TV time siot: 120 minutes.

Francls Ford Coppola’s reputation as
a director s beyond reproach, as his
qualiflcations as a screeawriter should
be. Coppola’s writing credlts include
“This Property Condemned,” “You're a
Big Boy Now," “Patton"” and “The Con-
versatlon,” the latter one of the most
haunting {llms of the '70s. Gene Hack-
man stars as a survelllance expert
caught in hls own tangled web of caves-
dropplng and mistrust. Allen Garfield,
John Cazale, Harrison Ford and Fred-
erlck Forrest co-star in wonderfully
wrought character parts; women’s
roles are less Interesting but still con-
vincing. Terl Garr and Cindy Williams
also co-star.

Rating: €350,

“Rhubarb™ (1951), 1 p.m. Friday
on Ch, 50, Originaily 95 minutes. TV
time slot: 120 minutes.

“Rhubarb” isn't all that funny, but
there's something (nfectious about this
fllm in which a cat becomes the ewner
of a baschall team. Maybe it's Ray Mll-
land's exasperation, Gene Lockharl's
bemusement or the cat'’s meow, but
chances are you won't be dlsappolnted
by this offering. Jan Sterling co-stars,

Rating: $2.80.

o

“Bride of Frankensteln” (1935),
11:30 p.m. Saturday on Ck. 2. Origi-
nally 75 minutes. TV time slot: 85
minutes.

James Whale must be the only dlrec-
tor (with the possible exception of Syl
vester Stallone in “Rocky 111"} to paro-
dy an cariler film of his own and im-
prove upon it at the same Ume. "Bride
of Frankensteln” is cssentially a bur-
lesque of Whale's “Frankenstein”
(1931), complete with sight gags and
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role reversals that lampoon the origte
nal, Baris Karloff 1s back as the mon-
ster, with Colln Clive as Dr, Franken-
stein. Elsa Lanchester co-stars aa the
bride, and Ernest Thesiger Ly deughuul
as a mad sclentist even madder than
Frankensteln himsell, The marvelous
musical score is by Franz Waxman.
Rating: $3.30.

“Spirits of the Dead” (1568}, I Sat-
urday night on Ch. 50. Originally 117
minutes, TV time slot: 133 minutes.

This week's waste of cellulold award
goes to directors Federico Fellln), Lou-
ts Malle and Roger Vadim along with
co-stars Brigitte Bardot, Jane Fonda,
Peter Fonda, Terence Stamp and Alain
Delon for “Spirits of the Dead,” three
separate, would-be tales of horror that
are, in fact, three of the deadeat and
most preten(lous movle segmcnb ever
filmed. Tune in for laughs only.

Rating: 10 cents.

“The D.1.” (1957), noon Monday on
Ch. 9. Originally 106 minutes. TV
time slot: 120 minutes. *

Jack Webb did for the Marines what
he did for the police — which Is to say
he portrayed members of beth cutflts
with cold-hearted nonchalance — in
this film that be also directed. If you
want to be turned off jolning the Ma- |
rines, tune in.

Rating: $1.

Program variety produces dilemma

« Tta Meadow Brook Festival present-
ed Its fourth program Sunday, It was
the second one with maestro David Zin-
man and plantst Ivan Moravee,

‘The only non-standard item was the
short, witty coscerto for orcheatra H-
tled “Mlischlevous Meledies® by the
contemporary Russian composer Ro-
dion Shehedrin, The more traditional
selections were Grieg's plano concerto
and the Symphony No. § by Prokoflov.

The fact that the Th y and Sun-
day programs (his season consist of dif-
ferent selections has one obvlous posl-
tlve aspect — wider musical vnrlety.

However, a certaln compromise be-
comes evident as the series progresses,
Slnco the Detrolt Symphony Orcheatra
bas to prepare two programs per woek
instead of one, mu ipevitably results in
less rehearsal

This takes fts mll even when the or-
chesira is In the capable hands of
maestro David Zinman, This IS espe-
clally true when the composltion Is ex-
tensive in lts dimensions pod fer from
routine, as in the case of Prokollev's
Fifth Symphony,

THE OPENING Shehedrin plece has

an lmmedlate appeal and charm. Its

message Is quite direct and uncompll- .-

cated. This performance succeoded In
conveylng mn light-bearted humeor.
One ble explenation as to why
Grieg didn't write many large-scale
and extenslvo compositions s that his
only major work is In A minor, This
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sallrical observation not with:
Grleg’s A Mincr Piano Concerto is-one
of the Important components of the pl-
2no repertol
While the work {s undenlndbly fashy
and very technleal, Moravee didn't lose
‘a’lght of its music. To be sure, Maravec
loes

feata were strands of artlstic glitter.
The Prokoflev symphony proved to
be 2 stumbling block. This isn't to say
that the performance was a faflure or a
disaster. In fact, there were mnny

possess an Imp q
- The double octaves, the oscllating
chorda and the lavishly arpcgglated
passages dido't fail to dazzle the audl-
ence, But thia techolque was used as a
tool tawards an artlstic end.

ONE MIGHT argue, with sore jus-
tlication, that tn terms of musical co-
tent Grelg's concerto doesn't a) pmch
that of Rasthavan's fourth, whish
pecformed on Thursday, But this pcr-
formance demonstrated that Grieg's
concerto is much more than a technical
showpicce. Embedded In the technical

Flag throwers highlight event

The pageantry of medleval flag
throwlng will be presented when the
Shandleratori del Leone Rampante
{rom Corl, Italy, performs at 6:30 p.m.
Friday, July 8, at the fallan luverlmnt
Festival at Plaza

The three-day festival, whh:h kicks

off with opening ceremonles at 8 p.m.,
cootinues through Sunday, July 8.

‘The flag throwers have performed at
many international festivals. The art of
flag throwlng was prevalent during the
Middle Ages when there were tourna-
ments among the various villages.

Vixen to appear in Ann Arbor

The Los Angeles group Vixen will
perform at § p.m, Friday, July 27, at
the Michigan Union Ballroom in Ann
Arbor,

Tickets at $8 are avallable nt the Un-
ion Tlcket Office, Schoolkid's Records
and P.J's Used Records [n Ann Arbor

and at Ticket World Outlets. For more

" Informatiop, call 763-2071.

Vixen, which has just returned from
a tour of the Far East, will be playing
Ann Arbor for the first time. The group
recently did the soundtrack for the
movie "Hard Bodjes.”
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SIDEWALK SALE

20% - 65% OFF

Thursday « Friday » Saturday Onlyl
ALL SUMMER and WINTER HANDBAGS
« Deslgner Luggagee« Attache

both at: 628-37
32930 Middiobelt . “,,,MBPVL..
Farmington Hilla Mon.-Gay,
Broadway Plazn at 14 Mile “10-5:30
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m Sock Shep Ltd,
“Everything for the Leg™

pects, In in‘the
second nna louﬂh ‘movements, Howey-
er, the musleal direction wasn't always
clear.

IN THE first movement, for exam-
ple, there was a frequent feeling that
the raw notes were played out of con-
text. There was lack of balance in the
tumultuous cllraactic passages, whlch

od b 2oond dhoon
tended 85 sownd Clsordenly, not 7

dlzsonantic, as they inevitably are.

Sat., Sun, Mon Dinn!

Roast Beef
Dinner

Judglng by those passages that were
more successiul, there was no Iuck of
aptitude on the part of the conductor or
the orchestra. The shortcomings have
to be atiributed to lack of rehearsal
time.

These recenl programs pose a chal-
lenging dilemma. Two obvious but
palaful solutions that could enhance the
level of the performances would be el-
ther to return to the two identlcal pro-
grams concept or to reduce the scope
of the selectlons,

Those who are In charge of the event
will, we diupe, come up with a better
selutlon,
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