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This i3 the way = village. woald look 1f it wis deslgned by the Brot* srs
Grimm, with a lttle belp from Santa Clavs: a Bavarian skylloe, the Pl;d Piper
leading hls chlidren around the Glockensplel Tower and the higgeat Christrmas
decoration store In the world greeting you tn 63 languages. ;

The setting Ls not a theme park or a
restored village but a real town, estab-
lished by Ger=za misstonarles and run
now by fourth and fifth generation des-
cendants, who know how to market the
good life they enjay 80 milea porth of
Detrolt. -

i If you haven't been to Frankesmuth
¢ lately, you may have forgotten how
much fun it is to wander among the
gemutllchkelt shops on Maln Street,
have one of the 2ehnder famlly’s all-
you-can-cat chicken dinners and enjoy
the 30,000 dlfferent Christmas items
for sale at Bronner's Christmas decora-
tions,

‘The annual Bavarlan Festival Is over
for this year, but the Bronner float wlll
be parked all year next to the wise men
and the camels that are frozen-mid-
stride outslde Wally Bronner's 2.5-acre
shap,

. Bronner’s i3 the biggest year-round -
Christmas decoration store In the
world. Two-milllon people o year
browse among the 750 different natlvl.
ty scenes, the 500 animations and the *
150 dlfferent kinds of Christmas trees
that share floor and ceillng space with
Hummel {igurines, Danish Christmas -
plates and bundreds of other items.

Most of the browsers nelther know
nor carc that Bronners designs the
commercial decorations found Lo de-
partment stores and malls nationwide,
or that 1,000 retall stores from around
the continent buy thelr Christmas deco-
ratlons here.

All they really care about is the mag- Is famous for its family-style chick

ic that has moved the from a
basement studlo to this fantasy land at
the entrance to town. The algns dround
the doors and on the litter barrels say..,
“Welcome” and “Merry Christmad” in
almost every language in the world,

‘ it may pe uard for you to think of

' Christmas In July, but bus loads of

tourlsts think yuletlde every day, as

place to go for & bratwitrst hot dog:

acrosy the Cass River; with the nowly - -
restored Mickless-Hubinger Flour Mlil
downstream to your left and the four.
year-old 18th-century covered bridge
upstream to your right, - -

The 289-foot replica of. an

but the
sauerkraut on Its monu, Zehnder's features saafood and riba and Will's Meat Markot {above)is 2

area before it moved to Frankenmuth,
All of these new bulldings beside tho

river are really a preamble to the two
hnder restaurants that traditionally

form a ‘gateway’ to Maln Street.

It was Fr: s {amous chick-

+ soon as they go through the door and -
T past the first animations: elves rolling

Christmas cookles, Santa swinging

{from the celllng, carolers singing,

Wally Bronner has just introduced an
8-minute film based on his theme:
“Enjoy Christmas, it's His birthday,
Enjoy life, it'a His way.” The fiim done
with the same skill and charm that ap-
piies to everything around here, a slick
presentation with lots of pletures from
the famlly album thrown in to glve it a
homey look.

Bronner’s ta at 25 Christmas Lane.
Carry on down M-83, past Kera's Sau-
sage Shop and the Carlicg Brewery,
and you will find yourself golng down-
hill Into that village designed by the
Brathers Grimm. o

You enter -‘dowmtown’ on g bridge

covered bridge, known as Zehnder's
Holz-Brucke, was designed and hand
bullt by @ New Englahd expert and
pulled Into place in 1980. The Mill
downstream was opencd this year.
Both of them look like they have been
In town for centuries,

‘Tourists in T-shirts and summer hats
follow the red brick path through a tiny
green park to the ploce where horse
and earriage tours of the town begin!
This part of Frankenmuth is new to
me.

Tye scen the “olde worldo” gas ata.

opened across the street & year or two
ago, but thls is my flrst look at Zecsen- '
agel Itallan Village, a mintature vit-
lage that was on display in tha Dalrsit

en dinnera that attracted attentlon to
this towrr in the 15th century, and It Is
all-you-can-cat chicken dinners that
stil) attract hungry travelers to tables
set by varlous members of the Zehnder
family, .

Willlam “Tiny” Zehnder runs the Ra-.

varian Inn, with its Glockeasplel Tow-
er, 01 the south side of Main Street, and
his brother Edwin runs Zehrider’s Res-
taurant on the north side,

Both places serve the famous family-
style friedchickes dlaner, but with
variations. The Bavarlan Inn has

tlon and the Covered Bridge Shop that * bratwurst and sauerkraut on its men,

while Zehnder’s has American scafood

“and ribs to mateh its colonlal architec-

ture. X
It 563 ars ot Indlloed towerd o

R

Inn has b and . )

heavy chicken dinner, have & bratwurst.-
hot dog at Kern's Sausages or up the
street at Willl's Meat Market,

Most people explore the dozens of
small shops and food stores at the Cass
River end of town, but not too many
visttors get up Main Street as far as the
wine-tasting. rooms where both
Warner’s and St. Julian winerles serve
Michigan wine. Some of the wine is
mn:ihe from grapes grown in Franken-
muth, .

Frankenmuth has always been a de-°
lightiul place to spend a summer’s day,
but it will be even more popular now
.that Auto World has opened in Fllnt,
Add the neartry Huckleberry Rallroad
and Crossroads Village and you have a
triad of tourist attractions o?. special
interest of famllfes. . -

For further Information on Franken- °
. outh, contact the Frankenmuth Cham-

ber of' Commerce 435 . Main Sf

Frankenmuth 48734 or telepbone (517,
gsdagee. o

‘resfored

. established by Germ
iand run now by foul

. generatlon descendants, who know. -
. how to markot the gaod life they enjoy -
80 milgs norih of Defroit: =2

Among the '-I;n 10 see in Frankenmuth s
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travel nofes

Business Travelers
Experlence the ultimate In travel with .
“the fine tuning process” avallable

CRUISING Is back on the Great Lakes,
The Caribbean Prince, a new $4.5 million Great
Lakes ship operated by the American Canadian

admitted free. For more tnformatlon contact the
Monroe County Historlcal SOclety, 126 8, :
* Monroe Street, Monroe 48161 (phone 243-7137,

. . ‘only at.Sanders Travel Consultants.
Call Tom.at. 855-2620 or 471.8767
.evenings, .-, . .

Line Inc., departa for a 12-day summer salling R oo ravel . -
between Detroit and Owen Sound, Ontario, on u.u?tf Bgan;}lPAelgnrm momm wge!r _8{ “Tl an!.d
Sunday, July 15, N T when the eum Blg returns s S DS 8 3 .
Tho ship fym follow the Lake Huren shiorellne, o the Hidden Valley Club and Resort for the - Farmington Hills, Michigan 48013
winding past eastern Michigan and lelsurely | - second annual Evening In the Alps concert . . i R S
working mmﬁ to Macklmwlc“ly and North dur_ll;g Gnylnd?:&ht:l% . m of e -
Mackinze Is) ‘The Princa follows tho No: @ concert, feataring o rom tho era of - ;
Channel to Manltonlin Xslang, then heads +  Benny Goodman, Glenn Millerand ' GANDERS TRAVEL
through Georglan Bay for Owen Sound. contemporary artists, [a set for 7:30 p.m, presents ... ¢ S
Rates vary frem $849 to 31,19, For more ,Monday.JnLrl_a. R 5 Lo - R 1100
information call a5y AAA Gl — . d%ﬁﬁmthwowﬁgr?
T " club’a 7th faicway, where picnlc macks, soft .
UNIVERSITY otMichigsaviearchers | Grioks and bay sivica m bootfercd
have VETS OF passengers WhO WS © . - Fidden Valley ta in tho basther Lawer .
scat belts are twice as 1ikzly to be cousclouns o 'Pm.m%nau’ft‘plmyww!-ax
aftern collixon 2a thosa not uxing seat belts. Tlckets are §5 and may.ba |
] Accident data compiled at the U-M o Bellwehter, .0, Box 366, Gaylord 46784,
{ Transp that aoe - Tickets also willke available at the gate.
1+ of every 190 autotnobile occupants using seat ' For move Information call $15-733-430.
i beltswas tr a crash, D . L e TR
¢ oneofevery 78 octupents who wers not ming FORT MICHILIMACKINACI,
U oseatbelts, ™ - oo e "“*“‘"“"mm’ﬂ""
‘ o ; B Labor Day. New axhibits
: STEP BACK tnta (ba 10ib cintury at the :“artlfects and penal practices, as well as ongoing
! Sixth Annual Old Freoch Town Dayx Festival, ~ - ; meowmmpp::mmmlm_ it
i July21-23, at Hellenberg Park in Monroe. - . N un L. lh.nc.l» ,
Yoa may auperiencs I z3 1 was 809 yexs | »mnﬁ?&mfm"'qommm :
agoca theulta of the River Ratsin Baitletleld, | - giate Histaris Park, three miles sast of - :
sec a ro-cnactment of a battle, viewan - . Mackindw iy ¢ M o
encampment of mititia and their Camilies, or P R RSN . .
enjoy 181h century French and Engliah munsie, Recunstruction of the fart began in 1960, and t
« Creftgren aleo will demoratoato 18th ceotury. L oace-thriving fortifled commuaity ofthe - °
crafts, and theee will 8 play axea for children, - French£od British colontal ara a 30 peroent
: Lo L, gonra infacmatisn wAl A8Y.998.
" Costis §i per perce Wﬁﬁ-ﬁ e e

a 19th-century cov-
ored bridge énd. the newly rastored Mickiess-Hubingor Flour Mil)
(obove) on the Casa River. LT

5 A ;
Sopt. 22 ftvough Oct. 1, Ten'days of down-
‘eirst TOMANTo. Yot visir Acedia Nationai
Park, Maino; Campobiolio (FOR'S surarner
homsd) and &t Androw’s By-the<Sad in Now .+
Brinswick; plusthat gern, Canadcrs smaniest
-Provinos, Sdaca Edward ttland - kom baw
“1QESt9 YOUT stay In delighitul inns and
hoteis, Titve In @ grivets moior cotch, Al

e Gl i) oGl ero nehedsdl Cast oy
Borsn, 51855 doudl. oocupancy. Ontes:

-G Hkaon's. Trarest Servics: - Nofhiand,

BLRBIS%, taxigand, $85:6020; Watliand,

A23366, Ann Atbor, S94QDD3, Moh,
| o, S, tom 10 e 1o 830 mm -




