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By Corinne Abatt

5 . staff writer

For a young man {25), palnfer Mark
Rutkowski is speeding along the road
to success. .

His one-artlst exhibitlon at Gallery
22 of Bloom!leld Hllls Friday attracted
buyers cven hafars tha nffizint o B

Rutkowskl, b Center for Creatlv
Studies graduate with a studlo (n Bos-
ton, has many tles to the Detrolt metro-
polltan area.

He gradunted from Avondale High
Schoo) and bad a studlo in Rochester
for several years.

Reversing the usual order, Rut-
kowskl safd he went from illustration
to fine art, “Because this turned out to
be more uerative — and more fun.”

From the time he was a child, bo
wanted to be an artist, be sald. He just
wasn't sure which direction ho would
go. But, once ke began to palnt the
structures of American Ufe that at-
tracted him -~ Florida's Art Deco
bulldlngs, street scenes In Boston, old
gasoline stations along side roads, din-
ors and favorite landmarks — ke found
both satisfaction and a ready audlence.

AS HE TRAVELS both maln and
back roads, he takes color photographs
of scencs that interest hlm, and with
these as documentation, he goes to
work In his studio,

On & recent trip, he drove the [nter-
coasta] highway from Boston to Mlaml
Beach, Along Routs 17 in Georgia,
which has becn superseded by a super
highway, he found many scencs that at-
tracted him. One, [n particular, becama
the subject of a painting titled “Bolled
Peanuts,” a refereace to the sign on the
front of the bullding. .

“I don't want to look traditlor
Traditional puts you Into a category —

Bray's, a familiar sight in Pleas-
ont Ridge, is the sort of estab-
lishment that Rutkowskl thinke
I2, in & sonsg, linked to tho his-

tory ‘of thia' era, He predicted - |°

thst somoday thoso wiil be
locked upon as old-fashioned
and qualnt, rolating to how poo-
plo lived (n the 1970a.

Stalf photos by Mindy
Saunders

TERIER b [y {
Hark Rulkowskl had a snap
brim straw hat ho wanted to put
on for his picture, moking him
look almost the eame vintage
ae the Fiorida 1830s Art Deco
buildings he likea to paint.”

It lessens your work . . . , These are
more photo realism, but I do a Jot of
u:lng; that are add-on, not in the photo-
graph.

In the largo vertlcal palnting of the
entrance to Detrolt’s Graystone Ball-
room, he made the sky “posteard blue.”
to give strong contrast to the architee.
ture, In another of a Florida Art Deca
bullding, he added a dlagonal string of
cleuds to improve the composition,

*1 collect & Jot of post cards; they've
been an influence, or a I use
« + » » I'm really Interested in architec.
ture, muodana a3 well as modern.” . .

been of thingy he really lkes, as op-
posed to subjects he paints because
they might sel well, he sald. Conse-

quenily, he depends heavily on his Inty.

Itlon and im't afrald to kold an “art
burn” once fn'a u;/ch.lle to get rid of the

ones he doexn't like.

‘ THE SCENES that catch his eye and
his intersest range from “The Tower,*
(bamburgers) in Detrvit and the “Flect-
‘Woot Diner* in Ann Arbor to a variety
of aging gasoline pumps along rural
roads and Florida Art Deco

ure,
“I'm kind of fascinated by how time
axues.” -

His work, avallablo at Gallery 22 for
zeveral years, 13 now bandled by
Posner Gallery of Milwaukeo and Lo-
poukhine Gallery of Boston.

Hls current show continues through
July 15. Houra are 8:30 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday-Wednesday and Friday, until 9
p.m. Thursday and 5 p.m. Saturdays, 22
E. Long Lake, Bloomfleld Hills.

Tho Art Daco atyle of archlitoc-
ture in and around Miaml, Fla.,

altracts artlst Mark Rutkowokl,

who Is wall acquainted with its
higtorical and architectual alg-
nificance. Even the sidewnlks
In front of buildings, like the
ona to the right, are painted
pink by city ordinance.

architec- .

An intensive four-day prinmaking
be given Monday-Thursday, July 18-19, at
B a flno art p/gall
Perry, Pontiae,

p will
Phoenlx

'y..!lN.'

When they decided to pool thelr printing equip-
ment, the sum exceedad the parts. In thelr com-

bined ctudio, they have far greater printmaking ca-

pibilliies than they would have had separately.

Plus, in tho three-story bullding, they bavs pro.
vided loft cpace for other artists, Whlle thoy bave
been prods and

TeDovAl
space, *Summer Print Workshop 84 is the first of
mtmmmwmmm for tho

s culminstion will be & ferled “Workebop Ast:.
kt.ambll"ln(bemplaglpqym . .
Tho fourday
and paper, s limited to 30
print dupantgnl.lon)llmdny only, $10, is timited to
0. . ’ K Rt

. -xiu;bu;;ulznwumwmé:mm:ym?
- ests,” James - “This workshop ix being doe for
Ahem, 3o let's show the community what's toking

wockshop, $40 0of Incloding plates
pﬁmAlhug-hm




