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Mayor questions library spending

Continued from Pago 1

$68,583 toan $62,000 this fis-

standards as set forth by the city of
Farmington Hllls, that the amount of
surplus 2= being retalned (by the U
brary) is far too much,” he sald.
Witllams was critical of the decline
in the amount of money the Ubrary
vsed for apending on books and periodi-
cals. In 1979, it spent approximately
:;;Z,nnﬂ, compared to $130,000 in

“1¢ the Library Board is coacerned
about the level of funding and the fund-

surplus that
has been developed in order to cover
this expendlture,” ho sald.
Library officlals, on the other hand,
that they have been forced o
juggle funds to meet other Increased
expenses such as utillty costs, while the
book budget has suffered.
SINCE 1982-88 fiscal year, the li-
brary’s electrle bill has increased from
t

cal year, Last year, the actual blll was
$18,000 for the llbrary system's two
bulldings.

The library’s heating blll was $10,088
for the 1982-88 flscal year and shot up
to $16,000 the next year. This year'a
heating bill has been budgeted at
$17,000.

Salaries have increased from
$552,388 In 1982-83 to $581,000 in 1963~
B4 Thiz yecar, $642,000 has beco
budgeted for szlaries,

And with the onalaught of the new
computer technology, the library
pay out an estimated $12,400, a cost
that in 1982-88 was unknown to the ays-

tem.

Mcanwhile the book budget has been
on a roller coaster schedule. In 1978,
the Mbrary spent $99,000 on books, By
1981, the expenditure had risea to
$111.000.

But by the 1992-83 year, that budget
had been cut to $89,000, Last year It
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was increased to $99,000. This year
$110,000 has been allocated for books,

the average priceof a
book since 1976 has risen from $19.50¢
to 2330.84, nccording to a recent study
by Publisher’s Weekly.

But Willlams sces the book budget
problem belng solved by the the library
surplus, part of which is an “endow-
ment fund” made up of gifts and the
lmmalut.{’ollu:t#:‘lil ;lr:m ﬁgh old Fn;gn-
ington libr: g which was sold,

bl that the (i~
brary) i

fund and could use thess funds for pur-
chase of books or other uses by the Ui
brary,” he sald.

Willlams denfes the allegation by
erities who say the cily hasn't stood
Ilpanciatly by the library.

in 1979, Farmington Hills provided
$535,000 to the Ubrary, In 1984-85 the
appropriation will be $969,017. The city
of Farmln rounds out the budget

gton
with an allocation of $132,133.

WILLIAMS ALSO noted that while
the. library spent $857,12%:In 1979, its

GHoE & molkvays - '

expenses for the year ending June 30,
1983, were $1.2 mlllion, which amount-
ed to an average 8-pereent-a-year In-
crease or 41 percent overall for that
period. The clty’s general fund, he sald,
in that same period hax Increased only
by n 5.8 percent average.

“I am of the opinion..that they {the
Ubrary) are getting the support they
need, which docs provide one of the
best llbrarles of aoy community in
Qakland or Wayne countles,”" sald Wil

llams,
b He criticized those who say the ll-

ts0't allowed to uso tho one mill * B9

rary
allocated to it in township days.

“It should be remembered also that
the voters gave the new clty of Farm-
ington Hills 10 mills and that not onco
hes the clty councll levled that much
{or local taxation to provide for gener-
al clty expendltures,” he sald.
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“You bet I'm smiling. 1 just saved 20-25% on
EVERY piece of Drexel Heritage furniture
including special orders.”
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