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Oakland County parks
as popular as Tigers

p HEY'RE JUST about.as popular
! . as the Detrolt Tigers, and every .

seasan Is a winning ane.
They are the nine Oakland
County parks, which {n 1984 will draw 1.5
milllon fans. That's up 400,000 from nine

' years ago, which means attendance is in-

creasing nearly 50,000 a year.

In comparison, attendance at Tiger
games varies from one milllon to two
million a year, depending on whether the
baseball club has a winning scason. By
that measure, Oakland County resldents
seem to think their park system is o big-
ger and bigger winner every year.

WE HOPE the county parks will be a
winner at the ballot box Aug. 7. That is
when the 0.25-mlli property tax comes up
for renewal.

The ballot pruposal, written in legal
jargon, says “increase.” Actually, the
quarter-mill tax has been in existence for
18 years. Voters have faithfully renewed
it every five years. The 1980 victory mar-
gin was 62 percent, the best record yet
and another measure of residents' good
feclings about their park system.

To the owner of an $80,000 market val-
ue house assessed at half that amount, a
0.25 mill tax rate means $10 a year; fora
house valued at $60,000, just $7.50.

Countywide, that modest rate yields 60
percent, or $3.7 milllon, of the parks sys-
tem’s $6.2 milllon operating and capital
budget.  Vehicle entry fees, admisslons at
the wave action pool and greens fees at
the four golf courses provide most of the
other $2.5 million.

COUNTY PARKS provide an Interme-
dlate-sized form of recreation between
the local community park and the larger,
more distant state parks, and withina30-

to 60-minute drive.

They cater to a varlety of lntermn:
golf,
wave pool, a waterslide, nature sludy,
winter sports,

For kids in urban areas, there Is a trav-
ellng recreation program which brings
puppet shows, nature programs, sports,
roller skating and other forms of fun into
the nelghborhoods.

And there are bus services for groups,
Including the handicapped.

In the next few years, no new parks are
belng planned, but there is a 927-acre
Orion Oaks property to be developed. A
seeond wave pool, this one at Red Qaks in
Madison Helghts, is in the offing. Addison
0Oaks is due for a 15-acre botanical gar-
den. And Independence Oaks Is to be the
slte of a 4,000-square-foot nature center
for environmental education,

IT°S EASY to see why it is falr to rank
Oakland County parks in the same popu-
larity league as the Tigers.

To convince yourself, you could visit
one of them. Or you could get a quick, all
parks, all seasons tour by visiting the
narks photo exhibit which circulates
throughout Oakland County. Here is the
schedule for the month:

@ July 6-20 — Troy Community Cen-
ter, 520 W. Big Beaver.

® July23toAug, 32— Royal Ozk YMCA,
1016 W, 11 Mile,

® Also July 23-Aug. 3 — Jewish Com-
munity Center, 8600 W. Maple.

While you're at It, you can pick up a
brochure showing the Jocatlons of all nine
parks and thelr facilitles. You are lkely to
become an Qakland County parks booster
n‘ll year long as well as at the Aug. 7 elec-
tion.

OBSERVER ‘A0 ECENTRIC naus%’mﬁ n

Long political road for women

WOMEN HAVE COME a long way in
the 64 years since they gained the right to
vate in natlonal elections. The 18th
amendment to the U.S. Constitution falled,
however, to guarantee them the right to
equal consideration in campalgns for pub-
lic office.

Had It done so, there wouldn't be all the
hoopla this year over the possible Demo-
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Legislature gored
self on redistricting

THE STATE Supreme Court couldn’t
have been more disruptive if it had tried.
It was a case of the right answer for an
almost trivial reason.

Two weeks alter flling deadline, the
seven justices ruled unanimously that
Michigan legislatlve districts had been
drawm up unconstitutionally and that the

-1982 districts had to be used.

. checks and throwing away

The decision seht candidates scurrying
to thelr maps, writing out new fiting-fee
the research
they had done on their now districta,

It made elections officlals and ballot

. printers tear their hair, Ditto for newspa-
! per people trying to figure out which dis-
) tricts to cover.

WHAT CAUSED the disruption was an
obscure section of the Michigan Consiltu-

: tion governing legislative tactics. It says,

: “No bill shall be

altered or amended on its

; passage through either house 50 as to
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week as he was keeping a scorecard of
anu for the Michigan Townships Assocla-
on.

‘““Someone .counted 42 times that the
legistature dld it recently,” Brown went
on. A judicial pay menasure, increasing the
justices’ salaries, was passed that way.

Brown recalled the time he allowed one .

of his pet bills to be gutted for an emer-
gency measure that turned out to be pop-
ular. *“My name was still on it as sponsor,
so0 1 got credit for it,” he chuckled.

‘Brown &1so recalled how Rep. George
Montgomery, D-Detrolt, for years chair-
man of the taxation committes, kept a
stock ‘of “vehicle bills” on hand. There
would be just a bill number, a title and

some bollerplate material that t could be. -
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cratie of a woman as a vice
presidential candidate.

A woman vice president wouldn't be
such an Issue today had more women been
elected to serve at local levels of govern-
ment. A look at communities served by
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers points
out the problem.

IN OAKLAND County, women are be-
ginnlng to appear in top — though some-
times largely ceremonial — offfces,
Lathrup Village has its second woman
mayor, Dorothy Warren, Birmingham has
had several women mayors, including
current state Rep, Ruth McNamee and the
controversial Dorothy Conrad. Farming-
ton Hills has had three women mayors in
the last 10 years. -

Rochester has its first woman mayor,

" Julia Barrett, and Oakland Township has

a triumverate of women serving as super-
visor, clerk and treasurer,

That still Jeaves Farmington, South-
field, West Rloomfield and Troy without
any woman filling a top office in recent
memory,

Much to do in Kiddlng Around

DOESN'T IT seem like the  kids just got

. out for mnmer vacation?

Already- In
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The situation is far worse in Wayne
County, where only Plymouth has had a
woman serve as mayot. Mary Childs, one
of Plymouth’s three women to fill the
post, attributes the paucity of women
candidates for mayor to lack of time, in-
terest in cultural and other volunteer ac-
tivities and to the negligible pay for the
post.

THE EFFECT OF this is evident as
one goes up the scale of office holders.
Only two of the 38 Michigan state senators
are women, and a meager 14 of the 110
representatives in the state House are
women.

Michigan does have a woman, Martha

Griffiths, serving as lleutenant governor,

But that pales next to the fact that only
one state in the country has a .woman
serving as governor,

According to Time magazine, only 88
U.S. cities with more than 30,000 popula-
tion are served by women mayors. There
are 816 state representatives out of 5,452
and 171 state senators out of 1,086 who

. Spm.

are women, There are only 22 U.S, r -
sentatives and two U.S. senators who are
women.

IT-ISN!T ENOUGH to elect a qual'med
candidate, The vlewpoints of women n'uat
be better represented.

“Women must vote and knock x!own
these (divorce court) Judges. These people
have to learn,” Griffiths said in a speeth -
at the ancn in Leadership Forum at
Oakland Unlversily. o

Women face other problems. The foni-
inizatlon of poverty isn’t just a campaikn
slogan. When ald to social programis ‘is
cut, women are largely the ones to suffes.

What are the chances of getting bem:r
representation for women this year? -

It's too late to file for races in.
year's election, but women can Lﬁmk
about future cnmpn!gm

“POLITICS ls a game, not a speclato_r
sport,” zald Lila Schwartz, president of the
West Bloomfield-Farmington League Bt
Women Voters, . . “

Although women comprlse a slight ma»
jority of the electorate, there are still m
miilion who aren't r
vote. There's still time to do that mush
this year. Deadline to register for the Axg
7 primary 13 Monday.

By exerchlng the franchise, wnmgn
take one more step on the long road
toward de facto equallty.
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. Salurduy, July 8 — Art in'the Park.
Kellogg Park, Plymouth. 10 a.m.to4 p.m,
.. ® Tuesday, July 10 — Sounds of ‘?

" " ’ . g ’i‘ .
[ Tneadny, July 10 — Movi A
‘Dog.and a Fox," “Caterpll]ar“ ang,
Zax:’ Troy- Publlc Library, 130 pum...




