By Tim Richard
staff writer

$enate GOP agenda:

Slnce taking control of the Michlgan

have pushed a long list of pet billa
through committees and negotiated for

", other goals,

But unllke Democratic Gov. James
Blanchard, who announced his pro-
gramina Mtate of (he State” Message,
the GOP Senate caucus never has taken
time Lo outline Its battle plan.

"'Our caucus s competltion and mac-
ket-orfented. We're committeg to mak-
ing Michlgan more economically com-
petitive,” sald Seante Majority Leader
John Engler of Mt. Pleasant, summing
up the Republican agenda In an lnu:r-
view last week.

' “1t was apparent-to us Michlgan had

lost its competitive edge. But instead of

dolng somethlng, we were sitting *

around saying ‘Woe s us.’ The governor

was talking about *fobs, Jobs, jobs,’ but

gml had to Include a legislative agen-
o

While the GOP holds'a 20-18 cdge In
the Scnate, Democrats stlll have 63-47
control of the House and control of the
governor's chair.

TN HIS offlce on the third floor of the
Capltol Bullding, Engler listed key bills
and how they fit the GOP pattern:

® Taxes. Republicans won agree-
ment to move the next income tax cut
deadllne forward to Sept. 1, a month
carller than Blanchard proposed, and
to put a definite date (October 1987) on
returning the tax rate to 4.8 percent.
“We argued that while we had to look
at defleits, we shouldn’t plle up sizahle
surpluses.” Putlng a schedule on re-
ducing texes meant Improving the
state's competltive position, In the GOP
view.

@ Edacation. "It's our slugle highest
priority on our competitive agenda,”

Engler said. “All the money in welfare

13 not a solution but a remedtal effort."
He faults the Leglslature over the

Ben. John Engler
more oversight

years. for its “dlsinvestment in educa-
tion” and shifting of spending to social
services. The compromise tax reduc-
tlon package negotiated June 21 by leg-
islative Includes $63.5 miltlon more for
kindergarten through 12th-grade edu-
cation and $12 mifllon more for state
colleges, he sald proudly,

© Unemployment compensation. A
Bill to restore the “waiting week” “be-
fore pecelpt of benefits

tlon In fall. “We should cut it loe-e gﬂ
te's nest and In

it out of the 1o the
marketplace," .
© Plaazelal thtj-

; ys
soaall-loan companies that clo.ed
{hefr Michlgan cpenuom bhmed state
regulations,

1IN THE TAX compromise,

R. Robert Gukc. R-Northyille, found
his pet bill —~ to stop general assistance
to able-bodied adulis for six months —
dropped in the siatfle,

“I am personally dlsap) !.nled."
sald: It was "u:deg lluy la exchange
for o date certaln ov the tax rollback

sald. In addition, although Re)
supported his bill, it wasa't plx‘t of the
party agenda, Gf.nkunld.

(na af tha moat wenlor Rennhllcans
in the Senate, Geake has servod with
three Rep\lbllann leaders and caila En-
gler “the best of the three. He's tire.
lcss, He Is constantly meetlog with peo-

ple, He bas command of a wide vnriety-

of issues, which {3 nnusual far i legisla.
tor. And he's vury lanovative.”

THERE'S NO “Detroit” ltem on the

passed the Senate on virtually a
stralght party-line vote. Besides saving
at least $50 miillon, be sald, it will put
Michigan in line with most other states.
® Workers compensatfon, After
. Democratic "Attorney Gencral Pmnk
Kelley reversed ycars of precedenl
and ruled the Mlchfgnn State Accldcnt
Fund is a state agency, Republicans
pushed forward a bill to put it in the
private enterprise sphere. If the fund s
a state agency, the state has some say
in how the money In the fund is Invest-
ed. The blll taking the agency back
from the state was reported out of
committce, and Engler hopes for, ac-

O ©

£
LY

“Jewelers

869 West Lang Lnlm Road, Just east of Telegraph.,,646.0973

Pearls...

arn ornament 0/’?4‘!/!’"1
perfection.

fredrick

of BLOOMFIELD HILLS

agenda, Engler sald.

)7 Although GOP whip Richard Fessler
of West Bloom{teld is sponsor of billa to
bring the Detroit Water and Sewerage
Department under regional coatrol,
Engler considers that a “reglonal”
matter for both Democrats and Repub-
licans In the southeastern countles to
declde — nota Repuhur:m position.

Nor s there a Republlean posltton on
such lasues a9 paying fof the 200 ot re-
latlons with the state-flnarced Del.rolt

P SR

‘“You bét I'm smiling. I just saved 20-25% on
EVERY piece of Drexel Hentage furmture
including specml orders.”
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.my of the mayor of Baginaw. Deci
alons should not be based on
tles.

“Qur central theme is that Detroit
and awy other city lm lo function acs

Scnate lupuhllwn bellavn that “a

employees and programs were added
that the Mﬁlhm d.ldn'l do enough ln
the way of overzight,” besald.

ln-uw tax compromlse,

will no longer bo a rubber stamp,”

ENQLER, 35, bas spent most of hia
working life in the Leglslature. Start-
ing 11570, a yesr before earning bls
law degree, ho was elected to. four
terms in the House and Is In his second
term as a senator.
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